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Home Schooling Requirements: Differences In States

By James Masterson

Homeschooling has increased more in the past few years than it has for the past decades. Initially,

homeschooling or any type of private education wasn't allowed in the United States, but when a public
court ruled for the Society of Sisters for the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary and allowed them to set up
a private school in 1925, public schools weren't the only institutions providing education to children.
This sparked the homeschooling idea and not long after, parents have decided to educate their
children in their own homes.

Homeschooling is legal in all 50 states; however, each state has different requirements and guidelines
reagrding the homeschooling program. Some states simply require parents who opt for
homeschooling, to simply file an intent notice to the local school superintendent or any school official,
and some require lesson plans to be made and approved by the school board before the program
starts. All of these requirements aim to fully educate children whether they are educated at home or in
public schools.

In California, homeschoolers have three choices, thay can use a credited tutor, enroll in a qualified
private school or be part of an independent public homeschooling program. Parents may form private
schools for their own children; however, all those who wish to form private schools need to file an
annual report with the Department of Education.

Certain courses, similar to that of public schools, that can fit into a few pages, (contrary to the
hundreds of pages required of public schoosl) need to be present, as well as attendance records. But
teachers need not have credentials, they must simply be "capable of teaching".

Differences in state requirements can also be observed in testing and assessment. Some states
require homeschoolers to take standardized tests or have evaluations done by qualified teachers.
Other states however, do not require such evaluation methods. In California again, students are
encouraged to take the standardized tests that Public Schools are implementing at the end of every
term.
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Graduating procedures also differ with states, some require that home schools be operated as private
schools, have graduation procedures that doen't differ from private school gradaution. However, some
have no graduation requirements at all; basically, the schools determine who graduates or not, this
applies to homeschoolers in the state as well. In other states, homeschoolers receive no recognition,
but are still granted access to colleges and universities.

Requirements and laws differ from state to state, and there is no absolute list of requirements for the
whole United States. The best a parent who intends to homeschool her child is to find web sites or go
to local school officials for information.

It doesn't matter if you just want to explore home schooling possibilities or have made the decision and
are looking for a guide to point you in the right direction, "The Parents Guide to Home Schooling" will
provide you with the information you require.

http://www.free−online−course.com/homeschool

Home School Approval: Doing Home Schooling The Right Way

By James Masterson

There is more or less a general consensus on the inherent value of education. However, people may
often disagree about the right method toward achieving that education. The majority of the population
would rather opt for institutionalized formal education, referring to education offered in public or private
education institutions like primary and secondary schools. However, as has been the recent trend,
many parents in particular have begun considering or even going on ahead with home schooling their
children. Home schooling, prevalent prior the inception of formalized school systems, is making a
return to the mainstream because some parents either do not approve of the curriculum of school
systems or are even against the idea of formalized school systems, or find themselves holding greater
capacity to educate their children in the best possible manner.

Perhaps you are interested in home schooling your child, and conceded, you have your own reasons
for doing it. But just like picking a school for your child, the decision to home school is a very big one.
This would most obviously translate to you taking your child out of a previous social learning
environment and into the home to educate him or her; moreover this also means that from then on, you
are going to be fully responsible for the intellectual rearing of your child.

It is perhaps for this reason that certain guidelines are set by the state or local education offices before
you can actually home school your child. It is best to consider these guidelines first because your state
can help you through the process, and moreover, may enlighten you on relevant issues on home
schooling. I'll expound further.

Majority of states in the United States would require a legal minimum of state notification of your
intention to home school your child. In a rare few (including Texas, Alaska, Missouri, Illinois, and
Oklahoma, among others), you may go on ahead with home schooling your child without informing the
state.
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Other states however, would require you first to notify the state and afterwards acquire your child's
grade records should he or she have attended a public school. After this, some states may require you
to create a curriculum you intend to follow for your home schooling program, be accredited as a
parent−teacher, and to host a home visit by your local education officials. Later on, during the period
when your child is already being home schooled, some states may require for you to submit to them
evaluation scores, attendance records (states may require a minimum number of `school' days for
home school too) and even test scores.

It is very important for you to find out the different requirements for home schooling in your state. For
one, it will help you make sure that once you home school your child, your child's education is actually
being recognized by the state. Without state approval, your home schooling may not be regarded,
which may increase the difficulty for your child to move on to a university or college. Second, the state
may provide you with various forms and guidebooks as you home school your child. This assistance
may prove valuable to you, especially if you are home schooling for the first time. Third, by finding out
these requirements, you will be able to submit to the state all the required documents that you must
submit periodically. In this way, you are also assured that your child is at par level with any other child
enrolled in a regular school setting. In the same manner, by approaching your local education authority
you may actually inquire about the college application process of home schoolers.

Home schooled children may be required a marginal number of steps that regular applicants are not
required to take in order to qualify for their chosen university. Some universities may require your child
to take the G.E.D., an exam that will help test the sufficiency of their knowledge from home school to
be considered as qualified college applicants, while others may require state accreditation. Moreover,
by visiting your local education authority you will also find out the various state and local government
scholarships for which your child may or may not qualify.

While home schooling may pose some added burden once you are ready to return your child to a
regular school system, it has proven beneficial to many in the past. Visit your state or local government
education office in order to make an educated decision, and in order to get the approval you'd need to
push through with home schooling your child.

It doesn't matter if you just want to explore home schooling possibilities or have made the decision and
are looking for a guide to point you in the right direction, "The Parents Guide to Home Schooling" will
provide you with the information you require.

http://www.free−online−course.com/homeschool
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