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Do you read classifieds ads? I do because I run an advertising
ezine and I can tell you it's an education at times. Ads are the
first impression the unsuspecting public gets of you and your
business. They are "make or break", so do yours shape up? Let's
take a hard−hitting look −− names omitted to protect the guilty!

Frightening Realities

One of the most frightening things −− and, I admit, amusing for
me −− was when I ran a spoof ad contest a few months ago. I wrote
the spoofs and I thought they were as obvious as the day's long.

Various stuff like ...

I GET PAID when I go to the BATHROOM! Do You???
Guaranteed amazing home−business plan! Works in
your smallest room! Very convenient. No Smelling!!
Queue here: http://regurgitate−it.com

As one reader wrote, "If this ISN'T it, WE're IN TROUBLE!!!"

>

If you like this kind of thing, you really should subscribe to
Wild Bill's CRAZY ADS − published every Monday, God Willing!
To subscribe go to: http://www.MakingProfit.com/newsletters

>
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Well, we were in trouble! Something I really didn't expect was
that people sent in some WRONG answers. That is, they mistook
real ads as being works of comedy. Now you can titter, but ...

It's FREE and it WORKS.

Deposit $25 to $50,000. Expected payout:
Each $25 deposit will pay out $51,200.00

Here's A Switch − The COMPANY Works For YOU!

FREE $19.95 for anyone who can't make 2 sales in 24 hours!

Retire Early !!

... are all excerpts from just a few of the ads that someone
judged to be bogus when they were in fact, perfectly real.

Apply the Hype−O−Meter Test

Clearly, there are people who have caught on to the rule "if it
sounds too good to be true, it is", but many more have not.

Whilst the word FREE isn't hype, it's far too overdone. Nothing
is really free anyway, because at the very least it costs you
your time to check it out. Free is very often better defined as
"included in the price". By all means use free offers to get
traffic, but watch how you use it and be truthful from the start
if there is a condition attached.

Sadly though, there are too many people being suckered into
believing the unreal stuff floating around on the net. Do you
really, honestly think that you can make a living giving things
away, doing nothing, selling nothing?

You won't as many of the recent failures of programs using this
model attest. There's a new one born every week and people sign
up to promote them in their droves. All WANTING to believe that
this will be their ticket on the Internet's Magic Carpet Ride.

Repeat, Repeat, Repeat ...

Whilst it's true that once you find an ad that works you should
keep advertising it, what won't work is repeating the same ads as
everyone else. All you are doing is spending time −− your time
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and that is NOT free even if the ads were.

I analysed the ads in a recent issue, which was pretty
representative of the norm and what you'll see everywhere. From
20 classified ads, 10 −− that's a whole 50% −− were for "well−
known" programs using their familiar URLs, many of which were
duplicated back−to−back like sardines in a can in the same issue
and contained similar if not identical wordings.

Come on, how effective is that?

Many of these programs are questionable to begin with, but even
if they are genuine you are NOT going to get sufficient responses
from those ads to make it worth your while. You have to do
something individual and unique to make any real money, anywhere.
That's always been true and still is, even on the 'net.

Real Hype

Of the rest, one was for a well−known scam or at least something
which has been uncovered as a plan that does not work and which
uses questionable methods. Check things out before you promote
them. You may be acting in good faith, you may have been fooled
and I appreciate that it is difficult to admit that, but you will
be judged on it so it MATTERS.

Claims of specific returns, unless you are referring to realistic
amounts you can prove that you made, are a another matter. The
"promises" are almost guaranteed to be hype. Don't touch them
with a long pole and don't make this mistake in your ads. Don't
copy the ads that make these claims, which came with the program,
unless you are personally making income in the required number of
digits by using it. We won't believe you otherwise.

The Smart Ads

That left nine of our original 20. What were the smart ones?
Several were for ezines. Now that's smart. Advertise "outside" to
get subscribers, then you have the chance to develop trust and
rapport with your subscribers. They will be more likely to join
your programs or buy your stuff than anyone you "cold−call".

Only ONE ad was for something (non−ezine) that was totally
unique, theirs, their own experience and recommendation, using
their own domain URL, properly "keyed" for tracking. I bet I know
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who will have got the most clicks from that issue.

One out of 20 is 5% −− fix that percentage in your mind.

You will probably have read that only 5% of people (on the
Internet or anywhere) will make real money. Now you can see who
it will most likely be and why. Think about it and apply it if
you want to be part of that percentage. Do your own unique thing
and your ads will be unique.

When they are they will be effective.

Pamela Heywood publishes Ezine Advertising Classifieds ZineAn ezine ABOUT ezine advertising that
shows you how to get thebest results from this highly cost−effective advertising media.Visit:
http://www.tucats−design.com/eacz/Subscribe mailto:eacz−subscribe@auto.pipelinemail.com

10 Tips For Effective Free Ezine Advertising

By Timothy Ward

10 Tips For Effective Free Ezine Advertising by Timothy Ward

Free ezine advertising is great way to get your ads seen in quality publications all over the Web. And
the
best part is it's free of charge. But are your free ezine ads getting any results? Listed below are ten tips
for improving the effectiveness of your free ezine ads.

1. Keep Them Short

Most people skim through free ezine ads. Make sure that your ad is short enough to be read in a few
seconds. Basically, short ads may get read. Long ads get ignored.

2. Get To The Point

Make sure your ad gets down to business fast. If readers can't figure out what your ad is about in the
first sentence or two they move on.

3. Use Attention Grabbers

Use words that will grab skimmers attention. Words like FREE, MONEY, TRAFFIC. Make sure that the
words
you use apply. Use exclamation points at the end of sentences. Don't go overboard though.

4. Make Your Ad Different
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If your ad looks and sounds like all the others it will be looked over. Try to promote unique URL's
instead of replicated affiliate websites etc.

5. Submit Early

If you submit your ad early, you are more likely to get your ad published near the top of the free ezine
ad listings. The first few ads usually get
read, while the rest get skimmed through.

6. Save Ads In Text Editor

Keep a file of all your ads in a text editor like Notepad or Microsoft Word. This way you will always
have them
readily available.

7. Thank The Publisher

When you submit your free ad, be sure to thank the publisher for the free advertising. This kind gesture

may get your ad placed before all the other free ads.

8. Submit Often

Whenever you see an opportunity to submit a free ad, take it. Submit as often and as many ads as
each ezine
will allow.

9. Keep Your Ads Tasteful

Make sure that your ads are G−rated and are not offensive. Publishers are very concerned about their
ezine's image and
are quick to delete ads that they feel may harm it.

10. Keep Stats

Keep track of the results of each ad. Find out which ads work, and which don't. Reuse the ads that are
effective, and discard the ones that are not.

copyright 2002

Timothy Ward publishes the 'Free Promotion Tips' ezine, a weekly ezine that consists of articles, tips,
and resources designed to help you find no−cost methods of online promotion. Visit:
http://www.linkcounter.com/go.php?linkid=210240
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