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Do you ever disagree with your spouse? Or your boyfriend or girlfriend? Of course not - she/he/it is
perfect, right?

You can imagine my shock when my friend confided in me that he and his wife often fought over tiny
things.

"You're kidding."

"Yes, we fight over the tiniest, most unimportant things," he confirmed.

"Well, why don't you just let her have her way then?"

"Because we also fight over big, important things," he admitted.

"What about compromise?"

"We do that all the time," he responded.

"So what's the problem?"

"The problem is that she wins most of the compromises."

Compromises are never easy. A reasonable compromise is when both parties feel they won. A truly
great compromise is when both parties know they lost.

The problem is that even the most modest of us, when thrust into the perils of compromise, have
inflatable egos.
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For instance, my wife and I were recently waging compromise, and I don't even recall what diplomatic
gaffe I had committed. But she was determined to set me straight. "Don't be so premature," my wife
scolded.

"Premature?"

"Amateur, then," she said.

"Amateur?

"No, the other word. Stop acting like a such child!" she shouted, looking for a dictionary.

God gave us dictionaries so we wouldn't have to spell. They are big books with small print, and trying

to find anything in them shortens fuses and, in the heat of compromise, can only lead to dictionary
projectile injuries. Fortunately, our house is messy enough to conceal even the largest dictionary.

Which is why, when compromise is imminent, I occasionally find myself dripping wet.

Water never hurt anyone, I tell myself. Then I remember Noah. And Jack. And Jill. But so far, I have
avoided drowning in my own sorrow, which probably means I am losing fewer compromises than my
brother.

Our house lives in an era of an uneasy truce. Fortunately, nobody is bent on world domination.

If I would just learn to put the toilet seat down or wipe the counter after myself, I could strike a
diplomatic coup. However, if I did, I would have to fork out for an embassy reception, and my wife is
the only caterer in the house. Plus it would force her into a most uncomfortable corner of having to put
the other toilet seat down and close the lights when she leaves the room to avoid a diplomatic faux
pas.

Being a loving husband, I am determined to protect my wife from any discomfort in her own house (or
having to cater a diplomatic reception), so I resist the temptation to score such a diplomatic coup and I
continue to leave counter tops wet.

It is sometimes for the greater good to allow a friendly exchange of sniper fire, taking cover if it looks
like it might get out of hand. The world is a much more peaceful place when we just accept that we
can all happily get along, and that we are in no real danger living perpetually on the brink of
compromise.

David Leonhardt is author of Climb Your Stairway to Heaven

Read more personal growth articles:

Visit his liquid vitamins store:
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Or his happiness website:

Marriage Should Not Be A Compromise

By Ken Snowie

Everyone has heard the old adage that marriage is all about compromise. That should not always be
the case, though! Every issue should not be about compromise or your marriage will seem like a
constant business negotiation, and someone will always feel slightly cheated. This can lead to
resentment and bitterness. While many issues in marriage do require a great deal of compromise,
sometimes you should just give in. In other words, pick your battles wisely.

Each spouse in a marriage should not be giving 50% all of the time. That is only half of what you have
to give. You should be giving your all, 100%, all of the time. Then, you both will be giving your marriage
all of your commitment and effort. While meeting halfway in the name of compromise is important, you
should be willing to give in at times as well, for the sake of your spouse's happiness. Romance isn't
really romance when it's only convenient for you or your partner. Romantic holidays or occasions such
as St. Valentine's Day or birthdays are only truly romantic if you go think of them the rest of the year.
That doesn't mean spending a lot of money, either. Offer to stop on the way home to pick something
up for dinner. Drop your spouse off and pick him or her up at the airport for business trips. Pitch in with
the housework, cooking, and childcare without being asked to.

Instead of mulling over how to be romantic, simply do it. Romance is in the little gestures. If you spend
too much time thinking about it, you will constantly talk yourself out of it. You will worry about rejection,
and be afraid that your gesture will go unnoticed. Don't think about it, just do it!

The first step in becoming more romantic is by listening to your spouse. Not just listening to what they
want, but listening to their successes, their failures, their feelings. By listening to your spouse with your
eyes and ears and heart, you will show that person how committed you are to him or her. That deed
will not go unnoticed! You will get an in−depth look into your spouse's soul, and will know exactly what
to do to keep the romance alive with him or her. Being supportive and thoughtful will give you the
opportunity to fall in love all over again.

To learn more about marriage counseling and relationships visit
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