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How To Bonsai — Critical Bonsai Care Tips
By Andrew Perry
Bonsai Care

Well, you have got the watering and feeding of the Bonsai down. Think you're home free. Not a
chance. There are still things you need to do successfully to realize the full beauty of these little
Japanese wonders. Since the care of the root system is essential to the survival of the trees you need
to know the how and when of re—potting your bonsai. This is one of the many steps to proper Bonsai
Care.

The importance of Re—potting

The young bonsai trees grow quicker and need to be repotted about once a year. The older trees not
so often and eventually get to a point where repotting every 5 years is sufficient. Repotting should be
done in the late winter or early spring. This is when the buds begin to swell. First, you should prune
your bonsai. Take away any unwanted or long branches. If your bonsai is kept outside it should be
placed undercover for a few weeks before repotting. This will help dry the soil. You need to carefully
remove the tree from its original pot. Check the root carefully. If they are bound then it is definitely time
to transfer it to another pot. If the roots still have some space to grow (a few inches is sufficient) then it
does not need repotting.

Remember, repotting at the correct time is essential for Bonsai Care. Place it back into its original pot.
Now the fun parts. You don't simply stick the tree straight into a larger pot. Your tree has to be almost
groomed before it moves into its new home. First, the original surface soil must be removed from the
roots of the tree. This can be done by hand or by using a nylon scrubbing brush. Be careful not to
damage the root system while doing this. This is a sure fire way to kill your tree and make all of your
previous Bonsai Care skills worthless.

Preparing the roots
Once you have completed this task you need to use a small paint brush to remove any dirt that is stuck

in the roots. Soil tends to collect around the roots and using a paint brush will help insure that you do
not do any root damage. This process helps the trees look and feel healthier. The next steps require a
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Bonsai comb. The roots need to be combed out and due to the delicate nature of the trees it is doubtful
that the use of a human comb would be advisable. You need to comb from the underneath and using
scissors prune away up to 1 third of the roots. Once you have done this you need to cut small wedges
out, around the base of the roots. Sounds radical, but this allows for fresh soils to collect and will keep
your tree healthy.

Well if you haven't run away by now you probably won't, time for the last bit of Bonsai Care. Now that
your tree is happily groomed it is time to prepare the pot. You should put a layer of grit on the bottom of
the pot and then what ever compost you have chosen to use. Now that its pot has been prepared, our
little friend needs to be positioned. Once you have him sorted out begin putting in the soil. You have
most likely figured this out by now but place the soil in gently. Why? You guessed it, to avoid root
damage. Hopefully the information that you have learned hasn't sent you running and your Bonsai
trees to the compost heap. There is a lot to learn and a lot to do correctly to insure your tree makes it

to adult hood. It maybe easier just to have kids. Bonsai Care is an art and it has been said that the care
and maintenance of these trees is an art form in and of itself. However, the rewards can be grand. The
trees are beautiful when cultivated properly and you will have the satisfaction of knowing that you have
mastered the art of Bonsai Care.

Andrew Perry makes it easy for anyone to grow beautiful, healthy bonsai using the "7 Bonsai Success
Secrets". To receive your 6 part bonsai mini course visit:

http://www.easybonsaigarden.com

All About The Art Of Bonsai Trees
By Gabriel Adams

Bonsai trees make up an art form that has been around for hundreds of years. The idea is to take
what would normally be a very large tree and stunt its growth so that it stays small. Most people will
keep their trees just a few inches tall. There are many things that are needed to work with bonsai
plants. Here are some of the things your tree will need:

1. Constant pruning. A bonsai tree will require more pruning and care than your average plant. You will
even need to prune the roots to help keep the trees growth stunted.

2. Water. Every plant needs water and a bonsai tree is no exception. With a bonsai however you must
take even greater care to over water because of how the tree is designed.

3. Sunlight. Another need of all plants in sunlight. Another thing to consider is the temperature to keep
the plant at. Every plant has a certain temperature that it will grow and thrive best in and you should
consider looking up what it is for your bonsai tree.

4. Fertilizer. Remember to always choose the best fertilizer for your plant. Also, don't overdue it with
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how much you use. These plants are more delicate than your average house or garden plant.

One of the most important things to consider when getting a bonsai tree is time. You are going to
spend a good bit of time pruning and taking care of your tree if you want to keep it looking healthy.
While this is a calming hobby for a lot of people the average person just wouldn't want to deal with it.
Make sure you are prepared to spend time working on your tree.

Also, make sure you do a lot of research on the best type of tree for your area. Some trees do better in
certain climates than others and this should be taken into consideration when buying or planting a tree.

Lastly, check out the following books for some help regarding your new hobby:

Bonsai — pocket encyclopedia 101 Essential Tips: Bonsai Bonsai Basics : A Step—By-Step Guide to
Growing, Training & General Care Simon and Schuster's Guide to Bonsai

Reading up on bonsai trees using those books plus the information posted here and on the web should
allow you to successfully start your own bonsai tree. Good luck and happy planting!

Visit our website for bonsai seeds:

http://mww.mishobonsai.com/
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