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How To Buy Golf Awards

By J. Newton

So, you've been a member of your golf club for years now. You have become a regular participant

in every tournament that is offered to you. You are really enjoying the social aspects of club
membership and now somehow (you're not really sure how) you volunteered to head the awards
committee. Screw this up and you can be sure you won't find yourself on the top of anyone's party
invite list. Don't fear, here is an easy to follow guide on how to organize the task.

O.K., so where to begin? Let's start by taking inventory of the situation:

· When is the awards ceremony?

Why is this the first item on the list? Because most likely whatever it is you select is going to need to be
personalized, and that takes time. Some items take longer than others, but no matter what you select,
you won't be able to walk into an awards store or shop on line for personalized awards and walk out
the door with your awards. You have to plan ahead. Sometimes, the last tournament of the season is
very close to the awards event, what do you do then? The answer is to work well in advance with your
awards source. Just because you don't have the winner's name for every last event, doesn't mean you
can't place your order. Your source for awards should be flexible and willing to accommodate your last
minute submission of names for one or two events, so long as you have selected all of the items and
submitted the personalization for the majority of events in advance.

· Who are you buying for?

The men, the women, the juniors, all? This will probably have an influence on the type of items you
shop for, particularly if you plan to get creative. If you are buying a traditional trophy, it won't make
much difference, but these days most recipients will be hoping for something a little more useful than
the traditional old dust collector. Today there are more and more types of items that can be
personalized in unique ways.

For women, consider more feminine selections that either have a practical use or, can be proudly
displayed in a living room, great room, or collector's case. For men, think more in terms of something
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that can be used by the recipients on a regular basis such as barware or desk accessories. Even
embroidered sportswear can be used.

· What to buy?

For men or women, trophies can take many forms. For golf some of the more popular items include
hollowware made from pewter or silver plated metal. These items can include trophy cups, Jefferson
cups, Mint Julep cups, revere bowls, and trays. Bowls and trays are available in a range of sizes and
that can be helpful when buying for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners. All of these items can be engraved
to create a treasured keepsake that the recipient will value. Pewter is a soft metal that engraves
beautifully. Silver plated items have a brighter finish, but will require regular polishing and are therefore
less popular. Also, the quality of silver plate has diminished steadily in recent years as cheap imports
have displaced old line suppliers from the United States.

Crystal and glass has become more and more popular in recent years. There are a number of reasons
for this − the high perceived value, the vast variety of items available, and the appeal to both men and
women for starters. Crystal is also available in a wide range of prices. Even when personalized, you
will probably find that you can address all of your needs and remain within your budget using
personalized crystal. And unlike engraving on metal, which is usually priced by the letter, crystal
etching usually allows you fill an allotted space with any number of letters you desire, all for the same
price. Barware, trays, bowls, tabletop items, clocks, picture frames, vases, trophies, art glass, plaques
are all examples of items made from crystal that make great golf awards when personalized.

· Deciding how to personalize

When it comes to deciding what to engrave, the guideline is less is better. The club name or crest, the
event name, the winner(s) name, and the year. Leave out the score or any testimonials describing the
nature of the accomplishment. Be prepared with acceptable abbreviations, just in case an item you've
selected has a limited space for adding personalization. Having the recipient's name is a great touch
when you have the time, just be sure to triple check the spelling of names. If your award supplier is
willing to except this information over the telephone, run away as fast as you can. Submit your
personalization in written form, a word processing file being the very best way to go.

As you can see, with a little advance planning you will be able to look like a shinning star on awards
day, just select your awards provider carefully. Trust your instincts, if you don't feel confident in the
merchant's ability to supply your selections on time and correctly personalized move on to the next
one. The same goes for shopping on−line. How is the appearance of the web site? Is it well organized?
Are the product descriptions complete? Are the product photos large and clear? Is the price including
personalization clearly displayed? Do they charge to ship your order? Call them − are you able to speak
to a knowledgeable representative, or are you sent to voice mail? If these kinds of details are not well
handled, then most likely, neither will your awards be produced to your satisfaction.

J. Newton is the President of,

http://www.lastingsentiments.com
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a multigenerational retailer of

personalized products. With over 35 years of operating experience, Lasting Sentiments&nbsp; is a
specialist in the engraving, etching and imprinting business. Visit their website today at

http://www.lastingsentiments.com

to buy personalized gifts online, including crystal barware, for

yourself or for friends and family.

Golf Bags For Beginner Golfers

By Raymond McNally

You might be a golf beginner looking for your first set of golf clubs and equipment or a pro shopping for
upgrades, but all will agree that golf bags are essential in the game. Next to golf clubs, a golf bag is
one of the most important golfing equipment there is.

It is considered a necessity. A good golf bag will lessen your worries on the golf course, (i.e. all your
clubs are in their proper place) and you can focus on your teeing.

If you're a beginner golfer, then golf bags are definitely a must. However, there are things that you
should know before going to the nearest golf store and buying a golf bag on impulse. First, there are
two types of golf bags? carry bags and cart bags.

Carry bags are golf bags that are used when you are planning to have a lot of walking on the golf
course. Cart golf bags are those that you use when walking is not possible (as some golf courses
prohibit walking), and riding a golf cart is your option. A beginner golfer will most definitely buy a
walking bag at first, although if you are a serious beginner of the game, then you will eventually buy
both types of golf bags.

If you are a newbie in the game, you might ask "What is a golf bag for? I only have four golf clubs." A
golf bag is a functional equipment rather than a fashion statement. It is not just for your golf clubs, but it
can also hold your other golf equipment and accessories. Some advanced golf bags even have pocket
coolers that can keep your drink ice−cold even for hours! You might want to consider that, especially
when you will buy a carry golf bag.

When buying a golf bag, especially a carry golf bag, find a comfortable one. One should check the
straps to see if it fits comfortably and whether it can be carried easily. Remember that your golf bag will
be one of your trusted companions on the greens, and that you will spend hours with it. So choose
wisely. Don't buy low quality bags, because you will end up purchasing another bag in the next few
months if your old golf bag tears up. You should also buy your golf bag depending on the number of
golf clubs that you have. Most golf bags can carry up to 15 golf clubs. A tournament however limits the
number of golf clubs in your golf bag.
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Another important thing to consider when purchasing a golf bag is its weight. This is one of the most
important things to know. golf bags should be light enough to be carried or carted easily, but sturdy
enough to hold your clubs and protect them. Some golf bags are even water resistant, and are rain
proofed for the protection of your clubs. Most of these golf bags have 8 or 9 dividers or pockets. Again,
the number of dividers that you will need depend on the amount of clubs and accessories you will
carry. If you have many golf clubs then choose a golf bag with many dividers. However, these types of
golf bags have the tendency to be heavier. Some bags can weigh less than 5 pounds! These types of
bags are made up of space−age materials such as graphite, however, they more expensive.

Remember that when buying golf bags, the lighter it is, the better and more comfortable it will be.

Get information and reviews on all of the latest and greatest Golf equipment and how to use it all at:

http://www.golfproblog.com
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