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How To Care For Your Favorite Team Jersey

By Linda Polansky

You are a diehard fan. You know all the statistics about every player on your favorite team. You go

to every game you can get to, even if it means you have to cross six states to cheer on your boys to
victory. You have a room in your house devoted to the team, festooned with every piece of
memorabilia you can buy as a tribute to their skill. You even have rituals on game day that must be
respected and you actually think that if you don't keep these traditions, your team could lose the game.
You once wore the same pair of smelly socks for half a season because your favorites were on a
winning streak. You are a true fan and the only jersey that can touch your back is one that is officially
licensed.

While it is admirable that you want quality team wear, it brings about a problem on laundry day.
Licensed jerseys are expensive and they are also temperamental when put in the wash. You wouldn't
want any thing to happen to your game day jersey, because that might jinx the team. With the fate of
the game in your hands, it is important to pay careful attention to the care that goes into laundering
your favorite jersey.

Most clothes will easily survive a romp through the washer and dryer even if it is set at the wrong
temperature or cycle, but take no chances with your team jersey. Read the label carefully and do
everything that it recommends. If it calls for cold water, by all means, use cold. If it instructs you to dry
your jersey flat, don't you dare throw it in the dryer. Don't take even a minor liberty with the label
directions on your jersey.

When you first purchase your official team jersey, carefully look over any hanging tags before you pull
them off and throw them away. Sometimes they include special care instructions and need to be read
carefully. If they do contain information about washing your jersey, set them aside or at least wait to
throw them away until you have laundered the item at least one time.

Always wash your jersey right away to remove stains like mustard, ketchup, or beer. The longer these
stains sit on your jersey the harder they will be to remove. Pre−treat them and then wash the jersey
according to the label directions. Some store bought pre−treatment products can be too harsh for your
official team jerseys, so homemade solutions like baking soda, vinegar, or plain seltzer are much better

How To Care For Your Favorite Team Jersey

1

http://www.natural-aging.com
http://www.natural-aging.com


options.

When you put your jersey into the washer, make sure that you always turn it inside out. This will help to
preserve the life of the numbers and logos on the front and back of the jersey. Whether they are sewn
or ironed on, turning the shirt inside out will keep them looking newer longer. There is nothing worse
than wearing a jersey that has cracking numbers on the front.

If you are afraid to put your jersey in the dryer, you could lay it flat to dry or even line dry it. If you
decide to line dry it, just make sure it doesn't spend the day in direct sunlight or it could fade. If the
instructions on your jersey allow you to place it in the dryer, make sure you remove it as soon as it is
done. This will prevent wrinkles and save you from having to iron the jersey. If for some reason you do
have to iron your jersey, make sure that the iron you use isn't too hot and test a small area in an
obscure area before you iron the whole thing. If it tests ok, carefully iron around the numbers or any
designs on the shirt. The heat of the iron could burn or melt the designs, ruining your favorite jersey.

If you take good care of your jersey, it should last through many seasons of rooting for your favorite
team and you can have the peace of mind that comes with knowing you are doing your part as a fan to
ensure a victory.

Linda Polansky writes about Sports and Sports Team Memorabilia

http://www.teamlogoandgear.com

The Perfect Gift For A Sports Fanatic

By Cynthia Marcano

If you know a sports lover than you also know that they absolutely love any gift associated with their
favorite team, sport or player. They probably have car flags and bumper stickers all over the car, desk
and family room. It may be hard finding something they don't already have. Looking for the perfect can
be just as easy as sitting down to watch the game. Sports Jerseys seem to be very popular and it
seems like everyone has one. The only problem is that before the next laundry day, the player has
been traded to another team! Yikes! A better gift suggestion is buying a retro jersey or college jersey.
With retro and college jerseys, you don't have to worry about the player being traded, because the
point is to acknowledge the player's past. These jerseys tend to be more expensive, especially the
authentic ones, but you can find great deals on the off season of the given sport. Tickets to the
game are always appreciated. This is one of those gifts that no matter how many times it has been
given, it never gets old. Why? Same tickets, different games! Experiencing the sport up close and
personal can be a blast! For the younger sports fans, hats, hats and more hats seem to be the trend.
The catch is, knowing their hat size. Today's hat style is all about fitted caps. Other things to look out
for when purchasing a fitted cap are the teams and colors on the hat. Buying a hat to match a jersey
they already own, will make you a very cool gift giver. If that is too much work, try getting a gift
certificate to a hat store. They are in every mall across America. Sports Gift Baskets don't seem like
a "manly gift" but you'd be surprised at the response they receive. You can get a sports basket to
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match the team or colors. Sports gift baskets can contain all sports paraphernalia or can have a
mixture of sports caps, towels and game time snacks. Either way they are sure to please. Last but
mot least, autographed sports memorabilia are perfect for the sports fanatic. With all the auction
websites nowadays you are sure to find something great. There is a catch however. Be sure to buy
from a reliable source to insure authenticity of autographed items. If it seems too good to be true− it
probably is. Great items to get or buy autographed are balls, photos, trading cards or jerseys. It is also
a good idea to get is framed, or incased to protect is from damage. If you can, try and get the value of
this great collectible. What makes these gift suggestions so great is that whether the sports fan
already has any of these gifts, they won't be disappointed to get another again.

Cynthia Marcano is owner of Simply Sinful Baskets. Visit

http://www.simplysinfulbaskets.com/index.html

and find fruit gift baskets, graduation gifts, flowers, gift

articles plus much more.
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