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1. Don't be a purist. Use live bait. Try to match it with what the fish normally feed on.

2. Using lighter fishing lines. The small size line can't be seen as well.

3. In order to use those light lines, it's a must to have a good working drag on your reel.

4. Smaller, sharper hooks work just as well as the big ones — sometimes better.

5. Try to fish for the type of fish that maybe spawning or hitting.

6. The way to find this out is to spend some time on the phone calling bait shops. You could spend
some time hanging out at a good one, listening and talking several days prior to when you are planning
a trip, and plan accordingly.

7. Start on the bottom and work your way to the top in stages. Once you catch a fish, try to keep your
bait at that depth and just move around until you find where they are hiding. If you aren't catching,
move until you do. Keep repeating the procedure. Bluegill, crappie, white bass, black bass, sauger,
etc!! are all schooling fish. This means more than one around. Once | find them, we usually catch a

bunch.

8. A tip on crappie — they are not like other fish. They don't like to go down after a minnow or bait
unless they are in a real feeding fit!!, so fish above them.

9. You can catch more fish by leaving 8 inches to a foot between your hook and sinker.

10. Whenever possible, fish dead line (no bobber) over the side of your boat or off the bank. This will
sometimes allow them to set the hook on themselves and you have better control of what you are
fishing.
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Finally, You've Caught The Perfect Fish. Now, Do You Know How To Fillet Your Fish?

By Catherine Kenyeres

You can't be happier. You have finally caught the perfect fish. Do you know how to fillet your fish?
Once you become an expert at fish filleting, you probably will be asked to fillet everyone else's catch.

Firstly, get a good knife and a cutting board or hard surface and lay the fish down on it. You must cut
the head of the fish off right to the rear of its gills. Secondly, holding the fish by its tail, take the knife
with the blade pointing away from your body and toward where the head was; slice the body of the fish
crosswise. The backbone of the fish can be used to direct the knife through.

Thirdly, take one half of the sliced fish and place the fish piece flesh side up. Holding the fish piece by
the tail, place the knife between the skin and the flesh and run the knife down the length of the fish
piece to remove the skin cutting in the direction of the tail to the head area.

Now, you have a perfectly filleted fish to fry.
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Catherine has written numerous articles for the fishing enthusiast.
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