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How To Diagnose Your Car Like An Expert!

By Dr. Drew Henry

Have you ever wondered how you can instantly know if the car you own is having problems? Well, it

is very simple... just take a good look!

By asking yourself some basic, common-sense questions you can quickly and easily diagnose your car
just like an expert! Below are some sample questions you should ask yourself when diagnosing your

car:

1. Are there any stains or drops of fluid under your vehicle? There may be no problem whatsoever,
however you do want to check for wet spots, as this could be a symptom of a serious problem.

2. What color is the liquid under the car? Yellowish green, blue or orange colors can show an
overheated engine or an antifreeze leak. You could have a leaky radiator or a water pump in need of
repair. If this is the problem, you need to get to a repair shop immediately.

Some other common symptoms you can look for include:

— A dark brown or black oily fluid can show that the engine is leaking oil. A bad seal or gasket could be
the cause of the leak. The repair for this problem can be exorbitant, so you will want to seek out a
reputable mechanic right away.

— A red oily looking spot shows a transmission or power steering fluid leak. Another reason to see your
car doctor! Sometimes the liquid is clear, and this is usually normal condensation from your vehicle's
air conditioner. There is no need for concern.

- If you see light smoke coming from a wheel — it could be a stuck brake. Call a tow truck.
— Smoke coming from any part of the vehicle shows a need for repair. Sniff around, and you may detect

your vehicles problem. The smell of burned toast can signal an electrical short and burning insulation.
Have a mechanic come to look at your car. Do not risk driving it anywhere.
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— The smell of gas after a failed start may mean the engine is flooded. Just wait a couple of minutes
and try again. If you keep noticing the gas odor, this could be a sign of a leak in the fuel system — a
potentially dangerous problem that needs immediate attention.

- If you see steam emerging from under the hood, stop and pull over. You definitely do not want to
keep driving an overheated vehicle. Your engine will most likely be seriously damaged. Call a tow
truck.

Just by following these simple guidelines and asking yourself some common-sense questions, you can
spot problems with your car even before you call the mechanic!

Dr. Drew Henry owns a network of auto—related sites, including
http://www.racecarwest.com

http://www.freecarinsider.com

and

http://directory.extremelimitautofest.com

. Visit his sites today for

more auto—related articles and resources.

Technical Service Bulletins (TSB)

By Kevin Schappell

Smart home mechanics use all the information available to diagnose problems with their vehicle. Below
you will find the two most valuable sources of data available today. Most people know nothing about
TSBs, but they should. Both of these excellent resources are available online from websites like
AllData.com

Technical Service Bulletins (TSBS):

TSBs are issued by vehicle manufacturers to help automotive technicians diagnose and repair
problems reported by consumers and repair shops. It's amazing how many fixes are found in these

bulletins that can't be found anywhere else. Car manufacturers issue thousands of bulletins every year.

TSBs contain up—to—date factory fixes for difficult to diagnose problems such as rough idles, intermittent

stalls, hard starts, and all kinds of "shakes", "rattles” and "clunks" that can sometimes drive you nuts.
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TSBs describe service procedures that may improve performance, reduce future breakdowns, or show
a factory authorized modification for your vehicle.

This information can be valuable to the home mechanic when trying to troubleshoot problems with his
or her car. Most times the manufacturer gives detailed instructions on how to fix the problem with part
numbers included. You can choose to fix it yourself or take it to your mechanic and alert him to the
TSB.

Recall Notices:

Automobile manufacturers issue Official Safety Recall Notices to inform vehicle owners of car defects
that have come to the manufacturer's attention. Recalls also suggest improvements that can be made
to improve the safety of a particular vehicle. Oftentimes your car dealer can perform this recall work for
free. Knowing what recall notices have been issued on your vehicle helps you keep your vehicle in the
best and safest working order. The best way to keep your family safe is to check for recalls issued for
your vehicle every 1 — 3 months. Not all recalls are serious enough to warrant the manufacturer to
contact owners, so it's up to you to check for yourself.

Kevin Schappell maintains
http://www.carbuyersclub.com
where he gives advice on buying, selling,

insurance, and financing. A mechanical engineer and car guy, Kevin has decided to spend his online
time helping others learn about automobiles. To learn more about how your car works, Kevin has
created

http://www.mycarwizard.com

kevin@schappell.com
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