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When people plan to marry, they expect to find in their partner not only a lover but a friend also. A
person with whom they can share their opinions, their emotions, thoughts and fears.

In marriage we are looking for a partner who will be able to understand our values, our likes and
dislikes.

If a man and a woman are born and raised in the same country, most likely they are familiar with the
same songs, movies, jokes, books and life in general. They basically have the same roots. In the case
of a western man −foreign woman family everything is more complicated and requires much more
patience and understanding from both spouses.

On one hand each of the partners has an opportunity to learn a great deal about the other's country,
culture, traditions and life styles which can be very interesting.

On the other hand it can be very disappointing, the inability to understand your partner's excitements
and, or frustrations. For example, say you are watching the television and suddenly you see a famous
actor or singer, or other type of an artist whose name you have grown up with. Maybe this artist was an
idol for your parents and the music of this artist was often played in your house when you were a child.

Now seeing this singer on television reminded you about your parents and house where you grew up in
. You nostalgically remembered the tree that you saw from your window. You feel very light headed
about this memory and want to share this feeling with your foreign wife.

Unfortunately you realize that she is unable to understand your feelings because she has no idea who
this artist is. Her eyes are absolutely empty, she has never even heard the song before. You cannot
believe it !
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You tell her that this artist is so famous! Everyone knows him! How it possible that she doesn't
know???

Your light feelings of nostalgic disappear and instead you feel within your soul at very large
disappointment ...

Be patient! Don't become upset so quickly.

Remember that your wife has the same situation with you. You don t know her country's songs, her
country's famous actors, her books. She has her own memories and in actuality, for her, everything is
much more difficult than it is for you. At least, you live in your own country where everybody can
understand you. She lives in completely strange surroundings, where she has nobody to share her
feelings with, except you.

Do some research and learn about your wife's country, culture and lifestyles. Talk with her, ask her
questions, get to know what songs she likes, what movies and books are of interest to her. The
Internet will give you a great opportunity to find anything! Tell her about your country's culture, let her
listen to the music that you like, rent a movie for her that left you with great impression. Let her
understand you better through the things that you like.

Patience and time will help you to fight cultural differences .

Marina Smiley is the author of some of the most popular eBooks about Russian−Western marriages.
These eBooks are available through

. Get Your Free Newsletter "The

Naked Truth About Russian Women "

Cross Cultural Communication needs...

By Neil Payne

Within the business context, cross cultural communication refers to interpersonal communication and
interaction across different cultures. This has become an important issue in our age of globalisation
and internationalisation. Effective cross cultural communication is concerned with overcoming cultural
differences across nationality, religion, borders, culture and behaviour.

Cross cultural communication is critical to the business world. The diversity of people in cities and
countries means an element of cross cultural communication will always be needed whether it is
between staff, colleagues, customers or clients. Awareness of cultural differences can favourably
impact the success of a business. Improved staff interaction, better customer relations and effective
client management are all areas that will reap benefits through cross cultural understanding.
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Although cross cultural communication competency can only be truly achieved through cross cultural
awareness training, language acquisition, foreign travel and cultural immersion there are some
guidelines that can enhance your cross cultural communication skills.

Cross Cultural Communication needs ...Listening Skills

Although emphasis usually lies on being a competent speaker, listening is a key skill that many
business personnel do not exercise enough. For cross cultural communication, attentive listening is
critical to be able to understand meanings, read between the lines and enable to empathise with the
speaker.

Cross Cultural Communication needs...Speaking Skills

Listening and speaking must work in tandem for effective cross cultural communication. Speaking well
is not about accent, use of grammar and vocabulary or having the gift of the gab. Rather, cross cultural
communication is enhanced through positive speech such as encouragement, affirmation, recognition
and phrasing requests clearly or expressing opinions sensitively.

Cross Cultural Communication needs... Observation

Large amounts of cross cultural information can be read in people's dress, body language, interaction
and behaviour. Be aware of differences with your own culture and try to understand the roots of
behaviours. Asking questions expands your cross cultural knowledge.

Cross Cultural Communication needs... Patience

Man has been created differently and we need to recognise and understand that sometimes cross
cultural differences are annoying and frustrating. In these situations patience is definitely a virtue.
Through patience respect is won and cross cultural understanding is enhanced.

Cross Cultural Communication needs ...Flexibility

Flexibility, adaptability and open−mindedness are the route to successful cross cultural communication.
Understanding, embracing and addressing cross cultural differences leads to the breaking of cultural
barriers which results in better lines of communication, mutual trust and creative thinking.

Following these five cross cultural communication needs will allow for improved lines of
communication, better cross cultural awareness and more successful cross cultural relationships.

Neil Payne is Director of London based cross cultural communication consultancy
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