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In the animal kingdom there is a pecking order. Richard Shrake points out that it's a lot like the
military. He ranks in the pecking order go from General down to Private. The General will get first pick
of the food, decide where to go and when, and so on.

The "second in command" will act just like the General but he won't pick on the General because the
General dominates him. This string of command continues all the way down to the bottom of the
pecking order. Any time a new animal comes into the group then the pecking order shifts. Knowing
this information, you can use it to your advantage. You can make yourself the leader in the horse's
eyes. He'll look to you for instruction. He'll obey you.

If you have a dominant horse it will be instinct for him to let a more dominant being make the decisions.
In this case the dominant being will be you. You will become leader by using your body language to
show you are confident. Being dominant doesn't mean you're being aggressive.

On the other hand, if your horse is the General, you may have to be more assertive. Make sure your
horse doesn't think you're a threat. It's easy to come across as threatening when you're being
assertive. If your horse feels threatened he'll fight back and you can't win. And if you are doing horse
training, you will find it hard to get results.

In the wild, dominant and aggressive horses will make their bodies tight and make sudden moves with
fury while getting into the other horse's space. The weaker horse will concede and move out of his
space. Think of it as the General screaming an order and the Private is obeying.

Slow movements tend to draw one horse to another. Horses express calmness with relaxed, slow
steps. This is how they welcome other horses in their space.
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If a horse is trying to show you he's the General you may see a clamped−down tail with pinned ears.
To get him to accept you as the General you will move him out of his space. You do this by matching
any quick moves he makes with your own quick moves. The trick is to make the first strike before he
does.

One way to do this is with a quick arm movement towards him - almost like you're violently shooing
away some pesky flies. Also, you can use an aggressive tone of voice towards a horse if he's being
aggressive.

How can you tell if he's conceding to you? If he turns his head or drops it, relaxes his tail, begins
chewing, or takes a deep breath, then that's how you know. If any of these happen he's saying, "Okay,
I'll do what you say because I want to listen to you." Pay attention to these clues that tell you your
horse is in the Private mode (the follower) instead of the General mode.

When you go into the round pen to work with your horse first check to see how he responds to you. If

he rubs his head on you or swings his rear end toward you then he's challenging your position in the
pecking order. If you're with a horse that's not dominant you want to make sure he has confidence.
Thus, be very careful not to be threatening.

Andy Curry is a nationally known horse trainer and author of several best selling horse training and
horse care books. For information visit his website at

. He is also the

leading expert on Jesse Beery's horse training methods which can be seen at

.

Horse Training Gets A New Face Lift From A 108 Year Old Horse Training Manual!

By Andy Curry

If you have a passion to learn all you can about horse training, then you will want to know about a 108
year old horse training manual recently revived from a dusty old book shelf of a used book store.

This horse training manual was written in the late 1800's by a then world famous horse trainer named
Jesse Beery.

In Beery's manual he explains the different steps it takes to train a horse to be gentle, safe, reliable,
and valuable.

Although this is a very basic example, Beery describes the number one abuse of a command given to
horses by their riders. The command is "whoa". The reason this command is so abused is because
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the rider will often say "whoa" while riding when they want the horse to slow down.

Very quickly, the horse associates the word "whoa" with slowing down instead of stopping. Soon, the
frustrated horse owner wonders why his horse won't stop when he says "whoa".

Beery reminds the reader to say "whoa" ONLY when you want the horse to stop. Pick a different
command for the horse to slow down.

Furthermore, Beery explains with great detail how to teach a horse to stop − even under any
circumstance. This lesson, according to Beery, is THE MOST important one of all.

Beery also describes in his book how to cure different vices a horse may have. For instance, if a horse
is a confirmed biter and has been for a long time, Beery gives clear instruction on how to stop it for
good.

Even better is the instruction Beery offers for horses that jump fences. In the book, you see a picture
of a simple apparatus put on a horse to keep him from jumping. Beery says "When this simple
appliance is on your horse, he can lie down and get up, eat, or do anything but run fast or jump. This
is the best, most reliable, and safest remedy that has ever been devised for fence jumpers."

Unfortunately, this book is rare enough that few copies exist. The copies that exist are not always
readable due to fading and age. Thus, good copies are very pricey.

American horse trainer Andy Curry discovered a legible copy from a used book store on a dusty shelf.
Curry was able to make copies available to horse owners who want to learn about Beery's methods.

Andy Curry is a nationally known horse trainer and author of several best selling horse training and
horse care books. For information visit his website at

. He is also the

leading expert on Jesse Beery's horse training methods which can be seen at

.
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