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Hiring music entertainment can arguably be the most important booking made for your wedding.
Guests remember whether or not they had fun at your wedding. What you pay for is what you get is a
good rule of thumb. However, | would like to educate the consumer, future brides and grooms, of how
to hire a DJ and things to consider. The following are 9 important factors to consider when hiring a disc
jockey BEFORE you sign the contract.

1. Who would be the DJ for your occasion? Many DJ companies are a multi-system operation. Be sure
to have in writing of who your DJ will be at your event. | would recommend meeting your DJ before
hiring the company at a neutral place, like a restaurant.

2. How many years experience does your DJ have with your type of function? Anyone can pretend to
be a DJ. If you are having a formal event, does your DJ know how to organize a wedding reception or
a grand entrance? The DJ should perform the type of show that you want!

3. Does the DJ get everyone involved dancing or do they just play music? You have to ask yourself if
you want a DJ that will get everyone dancing? For example, will the DJ involve guests by playing and
conducting motivational dances like the Chicken Dance, Hokey Pokey, Cha Cha Slide or just play
music?

4. Will the DJ be dressed appropriately? Formal means tuxedo or dress. Semi—formal means dress
pants, shirt & tie or slacks and blouse. Casual means polo shirt or company shirt. Be sure the DJ is
dressed appropriately during set—up and takedown of equipment. Some guests do arrive early and stay
late.

5. What is the DJ's fee? How much is overtime? Is a tip included in the fee? Will there be an extra
charge for lighting—what does the lighting include? How much is travel to your location? Are you ONLY
paying for the time the DJ performs?
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6. Does the DJ include a contract? Be sure to have all details of your function in writing. The DJ must
know the date, place, and time! You must know each other's names and phone numbers including the
DAY of the occasion.

7. 1s the DJ company professional? This may sound silly, but does the DJ have insurance? Accidents
do happen. It's better to be prepared. Also, is the DJ a member of a national DJ association like ADJA
or NAME? If they are, then they care about what they do and are a better chance of being professional.
8. What kind of equipment does the DJ use? Typically, if a DJ is using a brand of equipment you can
buy at your local retail store, then that's what you will get. Excellent brand names include: JBL,

Community, Denon, Gemini, QSC, Crown, etc. Always, and | mean always, ask if the DJ has back-up
equipment WITH them for your function. Also, be sure the DJ brings the right amount of sound for the

number of guests expected.

9. What music do you play? How many music selections will the DJ have WITH them? Be sure your DJ
takes requests before and during your function. Also, give them a guideline of what you want played.
However, this is what the DJ is paid to do. Don't limit the DJ by saying you want all of one kind of
music or a list of 100 songs they must play. The best scenario is to play any type of music that gets
people dancing and having fun. By the way, it should be understood the DJ does not play any offensive
music.

I hope this helps!

Matt Campbell owned and operated DJ Express in Montana and now is the owner of

helps future brides and grooms plan, book and rate their

wedding day. Come see us at
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Finding the Humor in your Wedding by Kari White
Prepare for anything to happen on your wedding day!!

No matter how much preparation you have given to your wedding or reviewed the details; some things
can just happen.
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One week before my wedding, my father announced he was going in for a major colon operation.
Unfortunately, there was no way he could re—schedule this operation and there was also no way we
could re-schedule the wedding.

We just had to go on. The operation was a success but by the time the wedding hit he was still in the
hospital and was only able to come to the wedding to walk me down the aisle. The poor guy helped
pay for the party, had tons of friends there and had to leave. It sucked but there was absolutely nothing
we could do about it. It was just the way things played out.

You can never know what might happen. But, the main thing is to go on. My dad not being at my
wedding was a huge glitch in my day but it also helped me overlook all the other things.

Say for example:
a My fiancé getting a black eye the day before the wedding while kickboxing

a The spa screwing up my booking for my pedicure and manicure (on the positive, they did get the
bridesmaid's correct)

a My aunt spilling a full glass of red wine all down the front of my mothers (pink) dress

a Scrambling for a place for pictures as the weather wasn't cooperating for outdoor pictures as planned
a And the best, a bell man screaming at my husband and | to open our door on our wedding night as
he thought we were having a huge party (it was next door) -although my husband always likes saying
we made way too much noise that night.

In hindsight, it's all really humorous (well except my dad part)! Make sure you grab your humour on
your wedding day about all the things that are out of your control! If you can't seem to find the humouir,

try to do a few relaxation techniques such as:

a Tighten the muscles in your toes. Hold for a count of 10. Relax and enjoy the sensation of release
from tension.

a Breathe deeply and slowly.

a Get a quick breath of fresh air! A quick walk can give you a much—needed "time—out" which will
release some tension.

Try to also designate someone to take care of details that you just don't need to worry about. For
example, have a friend in charge of the catering or someone for the music etc. When a

problem arises, the bride usually hears and then you can just tell your friend and forget about it. You
don't need to be wasting your time fighting with the catering or disc jockey.

————— :::(:(:::):):::—————
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Discover the Secrets of a Well Planned Theme Wedding. Free tips and techniques at our site — Go to
==> http://www.uniquethemeweddings.com or

mail us at ==> mailto:subscribe@uniguethemeweddings.com

Kari White is an experienced event and wedding planner. As a result of numerous requests, she has
now completed the Unique Theme Wedding Planning Guide which can be found at her web site along
with a free weekly newsletter. Do yourself a favor and check it out today.
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