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How To Play Bingo

By Adel Awwad

Bingo is like a lottery − it is a game of luck. Further, learning how to play Bingo is both easy and fun.

There are lots of variations in the way that Bingo is played and learning how to play Bingo and all of its
variants can prove to be an exciting pastime; one with many different prizes at stake. However, the
basic principles remain the same and you will discover that while learning how to play Bingo, all of the
principles apply to the all important Bingo card.

The Bingo card is printed with its own unique grid of numbers, usually ranging from 1 up to 90, and is
arranged in columns and rows. There is a caller who calls the randomly selected numbers for the
players to mark off their card. It will be decided before the game begins what pattern of numbers are
needed to win. For example, the player may need to get every number on their card, known as a full
house; or a row or column, or perhaps two rows, etc.

Bingo originated from a game called Beano; so called because players covered up the numbers on
their cards with beans. Nowadays players commonly use what is known as a dauber or dabber to mark
their numbers. These are often fluorescent in color so that when playing in a darkened hall they can
still be seen.

Bingo can be found in different types of venues ranging from casinos to arcades and village halls. In
America, Bingo is often played in halls run by church or charity organizations. If you would love to stay
at home and play Bingo it can even be played on the Internet!

There are many people who like to add to the excitement and play more than one Bingo card at a time.
Be warned, this is not as easy as it sounds! Playing Bingo does involve some skill as well as a lot of
luck. The callers shout each number in quick succession, often within seconds of each other. You have
to be very fast with your eyes and your fingers to keep up, and there is little time to ponder. It is not for
the faint−hearted!

If you prefer to play a safer version, online Bingo may well be worth considering. The player is given
some random cards generated by the computer, and there is often a facility for using an 'auto−dauber'.
This is where the computer marks your cards for you, so it doesn't matter if you miss a number or two.
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The computer will even call 'Bingo!' for you if you are lucky enough to win!

This article is the property of

http://www.123onlinebingo.com

. This document may be freely

redistributed in its unedited form and on the condition that all references are kept intact along with the
hyperlinked URLs.

A Profile of the Online Bingo Player

By Jonathan Bentz

"There was a farmer had a dog..."

You know the rest.

For most of us, our first encounter with Bingo is as a farmer's dog. Bingo's legacy as a children's
campfire song is undeniable.

As we grew up, so did that dog. Bingo mutated from a song to a game. Five column cards filled with
random numbers became the essential game of chance. That dog's name became a shout of victory,
filled with the joy and satisfaction of beating the odds.

For several decades, bingo was played in large halls, where hundreds of people played on game cards
of cheap cardboard, hoping for the big score. Over the past decade, the game that owns the name of a
farmer's dog has made the jump from the VFW to the WWW. Bingo as a song is still tailor−made for
young kids at the campfire, but the game has changed with the times and moved online.

Bingo has always been one of America's hidden pastimes. According to IGWB (link to:

http://www.igwb.com

), an estimated 1.6 billion people attended bingo halls across the country in 2003.

To put things in perspective, that staggering attendance number is almost more than the amount of
people who attended movie theaters and bowling alleys, combined.

Over the past four years, the number of bingo sites on the internet has increased twenty−one fold, from
five in 1999 to 105 in 2003. Free bingo sites definitely seem to be the most popular place to get a
game going. According to

WhichBingo.com
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, over 45% of bingo sites are free play only. Around 70% of

all online bingo sites are either totally free to play, or mostly free with a few premium, pay−to−play
games.

Online bingo shows overwhelming popularity here in the States. According to

Bingo.com

, 90% of

online bingo players who use free play sites are North American.

Eighty percent of those who played free, online bingo last year were female, according to

Bingo.com

.

Surprisingly, the average age of an online bingo player (male or female) was 41, with over 80 percent
of those players being between the ages of 25 and 55. Somewhat more surprising is the low
percentage of players over 65. Traditionally, bingo is associated with senior citizens who spend their
twilight years hoping for the jackpot. However,

Bingo.com

found that only two percent of free, online

bingo gamers are over the age of 65.

While grandma still finds her way to the hall to get her game on, mom is sitting at home dialing−up to
find her game.

Bingo.com

estimates that over 85% of online bingo gamers access their games from

home, and over 50% play every day.

One major reason mom is addicted to the online version of grandma's game is because of an autoplay
function many sites feature. In an autoplay game mode, players simply let the cards play the game for
them. As long as the cards are purchased and a game screen is up on a computer, mom can do things
around the house while games are played. Also, many webpages include ongoing chat screens in
addition to their games, so online players can get the bingo hall atmosphere right from the comfort of
their own home.
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"Keeping active chat lines running takes up a lot of bandwidth, so we tried to create several games
without it," said Anthony Wayne, an online consultant for Curacao−based Bingo site

BingoHouse.com

.

"Each game failed miserably. Chat is very important to the success of these games."

Before long, grandma could even be logging on for her games. If she does, as traffic trends seem to
indicate, the online bingo market could soar in revenue. According to Parlay Entertainment, 70% of
players in bingo halls already play online games. If 1% of remaining hall−only bingo players move to the
internet in the next two years, online bingo could become a $700 million market.

The old song tells of a farmer who had a dog. That dog's name now belongs to a game of luck. Over
the years, that game has received a new look. As more and more bingo games move out of the hall
and onto the net, players will move right along. The future of bingo is online... and so is the money to
be made.

Jonathan Bentz, Marketing Intern
Advanced Telecom Services (

http://www.advancedtele.com

)

Freelance Consultant for

BingoHouse.com

(

http://www.bingohouse.com

)

jonbmx3@yahoo.com
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