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How To Prune Roses
By Jo Williams
Pruning your roses is an essential part of rose maintenance. There are many ways and opinions on

the best way to prune, when the perfect time to prune is, and which roses need pruning. Many
seasoned rosarians have their favorite tested methods.

Pruning roses is not as complicated as some people think. To make it easy, there are 7 basic rules to
follow when pruning your roses. If you keep these rules in mind, you will be rewarded with the most
beautiful rose bushes.

The first rule in pruning roses is to remove any dead or dying growth. In doing this, your bushes will
look good and will be free from signs of diseases. Removing the deadwood will discourage insects
from making your rose plant their home. Insects love rose plants so keep an eye out for them while
pruning.

Second, you should keep the center of your rose plant clear. This helps keep your bushes clear from
pests and insects and allows good ventilation, which reduces the likelihood of fungus growth and other
diseases.

Third, it is important to keep your rose plant away from other bushes so that their growth will not be
impaired. If your rose plant is disturbed or overcrowded by other plants it may not grow, as you desire.

Fourth, you must shape your rose bushes while they are growing. This will prevent the roses from
growing too wildly. If you do this, your roses will grow properly in the right direction. You will notice
some roses growing in different directions. These are roses, which have not been shaped during
growth.

Fifth, you must use sharp pruning shears. This is important so you make a clean cut and don't effect
the areas that you are not pruning. If you use a pruning shear that is not sharp, it may result in uneven
branches, which can hinder or result in uneven growth.
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Sixth, you must clean your pruning shears so they are free from diseases or fungus spores. The
shears should be kept dry to prevent rust formation which makes your shears dull. If your shears are
not sharp, you will have a hard time cutting the desired parts and will end up damaging the branches.

And lastly, you should seal the cuts you have made so that they will be free from disease. Using
Elmer's glue works well and it is inexpensive.

Roses are considered tolerant plants so pruning roses is important to keep them free from diseases
and insects. If you follow these basic rules, your roses will flourish and live for many years. It only takes
a little patience and your efforts will be well rewarded.

Jo Williams has an interest in Home and Garden Topics. To find out how you can get more information
on cultivating your roses please visit this Growing a Rose Garden

http://www.rose—garden—guide.com

site.

Tips For The Rose Gardener
By Gray Rollins

Rose gardens are probably the most popular type of garden in the world, ranging from Marie
Antoinette's famous gardens before the French revolution to a few shrubs tucked in a tiny backyard.
With their wonderful scents and lovely blossoms, it is no wonder these surprisingly sturdy plants are so
popular. After all, no other flowers are used as frequently as roses to symbolize love and friendship. If
you'd like to grow beautiful roses in your yard, try a few of these simple rose gardening tips.

1. Roses need to eat regularly, just like any other living thing. Start feeding your roses before you even
place them in the planting hole by adding a scoop of compost.

2. Use specially formulated rose food to help your roses really bloom. If you prefer organic methods,
give your roses each a small scoop of Epsom salts, a banana peel, and some rotted compost. They
will absolutely love these homegrown garden remedies.

3. Roses need to breathe. Be sure you don't allow other plants to get to close to your roses. Keep
weeds away from the base of your roses with a 2 to 4 inch layer of rotted compost or chip mulch, but
be sure you don't place these weed barriers right against the rose's stems.

4. Mulch also helps keep your roses from getting too dry. Mulch retains water, so your roses need to
be watered less frequently during the summer months.

5. Trim out dead wood. Rose canes that are brown and dead may even be harboring insect pests, so
remove them immediately. Always make a clean cut instead of crushing the canes as you remove
them.
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6. Prune out canes that cross over other canes. Those sharp thorns damage the rose's outer skin as
easily as they snag your hands. Always prune a cane above a bud that faces away from the inside of
the plant. This bud will react to the pruning by sending out a new shoot.

7. If your roses are infested by aphids, spray them with insecticidal soap.

8. Always remove pruned canes and spotty leaves from the ground. If you don't, any fungus on them
will re—infect your roses when there is a heavy rainfall.

Finally, the most important rose gardening tip may just be to wear long sleeves and thick gloves when
you are working with your roses. A rose thorn can really hurt, especially if it becomes deeply
embedded in your hand.

Gray Rollins is a featured writer for RoseGardenSecrets. To learn more about rose gardens, visit us at
http://www.rosegardensecrets.com/garden/

and

http://www.rosegardensecrets.com/garden/rosegardendesign/
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