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Do you know you can go on a 7−day cruise for half the price?

Or visit Europe for 15 days for only $2,000 per person including airfare, hotels, car rental and meals?

If you follow these steps, you can save more up to 50% in travel expenses.

1. Travel during low season.

Choosing to go on vacation during low season, will save you a great deal of money on airfare, hotels,
cruises, car rental and more.

The best dates to travel are between:
February − May
September − the week before Thanksgiving
December 1 − 15

For example, a 7−day cruise in the Caribbean can cost around $1,000 during summer and winter but it
can cost $495 in November.

A ticket to Europe can cost between $800−$1,200 during high season but you can buy it at $395
roundtrip during low season.

2. Hotels

The same applies to hotel rates.
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When it comes to hotels, you should look for 3−star hotels that will offer most amenities you need at a
lower price than 4 or more star hotels. You should keep in mind, that 3−star hotels are smaller, but you
can find very good hotels for a great price.

Keep in mind that hotels that are very near local attractions will be more expensive than hotels located
2 or 3 blocks away.

3. Attractions and Places to Visit

Make a list of the places and attractions you want to visit and do some research. Find out about the
schedules, locations, special events, etc. You'll find out that there are certain dates during the year that
they will have discounts and even free admission.

4. Restaurants

Don't visit tourist−oriented restaurants.

Instead, ask locals to recommend family−owned or small restaurants. Not only will you pay less but the
food, quality and service will be much better.

Two years ago, I visited Monaco, France and we went to a small restaurant on a side street and we
only paid $100 (for 4 people) for appetizers, great pasta, drinks and dessert (including tip). Not a bad
price considering that Monaco is very expensive.

5. Metro vs. Taxi

In most places, there is a metro or train system which will be a lot cheaper than traveling by taxi. All
you need to do is get a map and trace the route you're going to visit and find out the train or metro
numbers you need to get on to.

By planning your vacation in advance, choosing the best dates to travel (low season), doing research
about places and attractions to visit, going to local restaurants versus tourist−oriented ones, and using
the metro or train system instead of taxis, will save you a great deal of money and allow you to go on
vacation at least twice a year.

Maria Estarellas is the webmaster for

. The Complete Website For The

Whole Family

Budget Travel and Having Fun While Doing It

By Michael Johnson

How To Save Money When Traveling

2



Traveling can be expensive. Sometimes there is just no other choice but to travel and it may not be
something that you want to spend a lot of money on. There are some ways that you can save money
while traveling and still have a comfortable and enjoyable trip.

How to save money by flying
If you have to travel remember that holidays are the best days to fly. Thanksgiving is a great day
because hardly anyone will be flying that day. The day before and the day after a holiday are the worst
days to travel. These are the busiest days of the year to be on a plane. Pack light when you are
traveling. Extra baggage could cost you time and money and you can save by packing a little less and
you will save a lot more.

Take a train instead of flying
Trains are a great way to travel because they are usually less expensive than a plane. They are also
less crowded. When you decide to take a train you will save money that can be used for other things
on your vacation.

Traveling with your children can sometimes be a little stressful and maybe even a downright nightmare.
However, this does not have to be the case. There are ways for you to keep your children occupied
while you are on the road or in the air. You can keep them happy and at the same time keep your
sanity.

Bring along some snacks

The one thing you can always depend on is your child getting hungry. They are always asking for a
snack or something to nibble on at the worst possible times. These times are when you are busy or
when you have nothing for them to snack on. One good way to prepare for this situation is to bring
along a variety of their favorite things. Another good idea is to have some drink boxes on hand for them
also. You know if they are hungry then the next thing they are going to say is they are thirsty. Think
ahead and get a list of the things they like and pack them along with you.

When you are traveling either alone or with your family, bring your own snacks. This will save you time
and money when you get hungry. Sometimes with the hustle of traveling we forget to get ourselves
something to eat. This may cause an all of sudden sick feeling for you. By having some snacks on
hand you will save yourself the trouble of feeling sick. This will also save you money. Snacks on
coach flights and sections are not free and can be expensive in some cases.

Driving in a car

When you are driving to your destination, there are some things that you can do to save yourself
money. Remember to not drive too fast. Driving fast can cause your car to use more fuel. It may also
get you a speeding ticket, which will cost you a lot of extra money in the end. It is better to stay at a
steady and safe speed while you are driving. Also bring your own food. Make up some sandwiches
and bring along some sodas and water. This will save you money and time by not having to stop for
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food.

Another good piece of advice when traveling by car is to take turns driving with someone. Make sure
that you have another safe driver for times when you need a break. You can sleep while someone
else drives for a while and then switch back and forth when a rest is needed. This will save you the
expense of paying for a room and get you to your destination sooner.

If you are traveling with children on a plane, remember to arrive at the airport early. Make sure that
you allow yourself plenty of time to get you and your children checked in and not to mention leave
yourself some time for bathroom breaks. You know how kids can sometimes slow you down and you
want to make sure that you have enough time for the unexpected things that can come up at any given
time.

Traveling with your children can be memorable experience in your life and with a little planning and
thought; you can make that memory a great one.

M. Johnsona operates a variety of travel websites, travel blogs and newsletters. Visit the website for
many money saving tips.
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