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How To Succeed As An Interior Designer
By Chester Smith
The end of the twentieth and the beginning of the twenty—first century have seen some massive

changes in the ways that people can make a living. With the increased business of everyone else,
more and more individuals are beginning to find success in areas that three decades ago would never
have been imagined. The number of home cleaning services, yard clean up businesses, and other
businesses that focus on taking care of the home needs of individuals has skyrocketed. One area
which has also seen a lot of growth is the area of interior decorating.

As both men and women are working full time jobs that require a lot of focus, there is more need for a
person to come into the home and fix it up in a way that is relaxing for the people that live there as well
as making a comfortable place in which to entertain. This involves picking furniture and other items of
décor, paintings, mirrors, and even paint colors and linen arrangements. Add to that the placement of
all the items, and you can begin to see why people just do not have time to fix their living spaces up
how they would like them. Into this gap steps the interior designer, a person gifted with vision and the
ability to incorporate the tastes of others into a design scheme.

One need look no further than Martha Stewart to see just how far an interior designer can go. Of
course, Martha Stewart has built an empire, one that is unlikely to be rivaled by any other interior
decorating hopeful. However, other interior decorators can expect to earn a living that is more than
comfortable- the demand is so great that there seems to always be work for someone willing to spend
the time fixing up someone else's home.

The most important factor in determining how successful your interior decorating business will be is
where you live. Bigger cities, of course, always have more demand for every service, and interior
design is no exception. In addition, big cities will tend to have more wealthy potential clients, and more
people that just do not have time to do their decorating themselves, when the work day can include a
long commute. People living in smaller areas need not fret, however. The odds are very good that you
can still earn a good living as an interior decorator, it just means that you will probably have more
competition.
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As with any business, the key to success will be in networking, and you can probably expect not to
make too much money in your first year of business. The great thing about interior design, however, is
that it is always on display, and if you do a good job your clients will not be able to help but refer others
to you for future business. Base your prices on what you feel you would like to make an hour, within
reason of course, and then go after the clients you feel will pay this money. You could also try the other
approach, working in bulk for cheaper rates, but a lot of the time people will find they burn out doing
this, and that ironically clients will be more picky when they are paying less.

Chester Smith maintains a website dedicated to helping people improve their interior design skills. Visit
the site at:

http://realhomedesign.com

Here's Why Interior Decorating Makes A Statement About You
By Mike Yeager

Interior decorating is that medium which can make your closed spaces convey to the observer a lot
about you and your lifestyle through strategic use of elements which range from the visual (color,
lighting, form) to the tactile (surface, shape, texture) to the auditory (noise, echo). The more alluring the
result, the more the aesthetic, practical and technical appreciation for these elements the designer
must have. He or she must understand how people use and respond to these elements, not just
individually but as the elements interact with one another. Confusing? Not really! For at the bottom, all
one needs is to know what one wants to show off to the world from the precincts of ones space. That is
why home interior decorating becomes an easier task since one can identify with its needs more easily.

Original ideas can make a significant difference in your Interior Decorating plans.

Ideally, one should work from a total interior design plan. However, don't be hesitant! Try and be
responsive to our own creative "hunches." When decorating your home, don't just go piecemeal from
room to room. Work up a plan for the entire home, including budget and timetable. As you go along,
you can be on the lookout for interior decorating ideas. Believe me these make a lot of difference. For
instance, pictures should be hung at eye level; accessories are noticed better in odd—numbered groups
— it's just a matter of balance; paint can be used to minimize structural defects and accentuate positive
features. And most important - do not fear to experiment. After all, "Home" was not built in a day!
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