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"l don't know if | should put ‘writer' on my business card,” | murmured.

"Then don't,” my wife said in her infinite wisdom. "Put 'author' on it."

"But if | put 'author' on, none of those big companies with overflowing coffers will want to hire me as a
writer," | said, wondering if George Bush needed a speechwriter or if General Motors wanted someone

to write the owner's manual for next year's Oldsmobile.

"Fine. Put 'writer' on your card then, and all those fancy people you give it to will know you can write
for them.”

"But writer looks so small,” | pointed out. "l also want Fortune 500 companies to hire me as a speaker,
and nobody important hires a writer to speak. They hire authors."

"OK, why don't you put both?" she offered.

"Ho, right. That'll impress them. A writer who can't even write his own business card with duplicating
his redundancies,"” | said. "I might as well shoot myself with my own sword."

In the end, | put "author", figuring | would get most writing jobs over the Internet, but when | speak live |
would have to hand out cards to lots of people. An author's autograph would make those people giddy
as strawberry Jell-O on the Amtrak Express. Those same people would search nervously for a
graceful retreat from the company of a mere writer.

What is it about being an author.? You can author an article or a report or just about anything. And you
can be the author of just about anything (including "your own misfortunes"). But you can't be "an
author — period" unless you've published a book.
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Big warning: writing a book does not count. | have a friend who wrote a book. That makes him a
writer, not an author. When he publishes it, only THEN will he be a real author and only THEN will he
be entitled to learn the authors' secret handshake. Don't try sneaking into the clubhouse on the scant
pretext that your wrote a book. Anybody can write a book. Even a writer. You have to publish the
book to get through these gates of glory.

But if my friend does publish, and he does become an author, and he does learn the secret hand
shake, then he'll be ready to cross that threshold of pride when a reader he's never met before tells
him, "I just couldn't put your book down."

Well, not quite. In fact, his book is about humorous anecdotes from many years in his particular
profession. Hmm. That wouldn't qualify him as an author, even if he publishes. It would put him in
that blurry purgatory between "writer" "and" "author" in the company of so many silver medal winners

who almost made it and whose names we almost remember .

Why? Because he doesn't qualify for that crucial qualifying praise, "I just couldn't put your book down."
That comment is reserved for novels, "serious" non-fiction like biographies and history, and how-to
books on topics that require wads of glue. Other lowly books just don't count.

But what if a lowly book could attract an " | just couldn't put your book down?" Would that make the
writer an author, or would the author remain just a writer?

My book is a self-help book. Climb your Stairway to Heaven: the 9 habits of maximum happiness.
Self-help books are certainly not considered second—class books by the literary elite. They wouldn't
even let self—-help books into fourth class. In other words, mine is not a title any self-respecting New
York Times book reviewer would allow to qualify for "I just couldn't put your book down."

At least, not in theory. But several people have said exactly that. (Too bad they said it to me and not
to the New York Times.)

One lady even apologized for not calling me back one morning because she had stayed up into the
wee hours of the morning reading my book. Now that's the kind of feedback that makes an author
smile. What the heck, that kind of feedback would make even a writer smile.

Call me a writer. Call me an author. | couldn't care less. As long as you tell me "I just couldn't put
your book down," I'm happy as a pig in ... uh ... Jell-0.

David Leonhardt is the Happy Guy, author ...No, make that writer. No, wait. Yes, he's an author. But
he's also a writer. And a book reviewer. And a speaker. This article is an excerpt from the popular
ebook Musings, written by a dozen prominent authors. Pick up your free copy at

happiness—self-actualization—products.html. Or sign up for your free

"Daily Dose of Happiness" at
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Snob-Bloggers: You Just Might Be A Snob If You Publish A Blog

By Jim F. Kukral

You Might Be A Snob-Blogger If...

According to Jupiter Research, about 2 percent of the online community has created a blog. That
works out to millions and millions of blogs, and in turn, millions and millions of snobs who publish them.

That's an awful lot of Snob-Bloggers!

You see, in order to care enough to publish a blog, you really need to be somewhat of a snob. Before
we get into the reasons why, let's look at the definition of snob.

Snob - 1. One who tends to patronize, rebuff, or ignore people regarded as social inferiors and imitate,

admire, or seek association with people regarded as social superiors. 2. One who affects an offensive
air of self-satisfied superiority in matters of taste or intellect. (As defined on

)

Combine that definition with the definition of a blogger, and you get a Snob-Blogger, defined as
“anyone who blogs, period'. Yes that's right, bloggers by nature are snobs.

Not me you say! Yes, you too! ALL bloggers are Snob—Bloggers! Do you publish a blog? Don't believe
it? Take this handy dandy quiz to see if you fit the mold.

1. Have you ever commented about someone or something in a negative or superior manner on your
blog? If so, you just might be a Snob-Blogger.

2. Do you and your blog readers commiserate about topics together on your blog comment system? If
true, it's possible you might be a Snob-Blogger.

3. Does your blog link to all of your other blog friends who link back to you? On that occasion, you are
most likely a Snob-Blogger.

4. If you have ever ranted about something that is only interesting to you and your blogger friends, you,
I'm afraid are a Snob—-Blogger.

5. If you know what RSS means, I'm guessing you are a Snob—-Blogger.

6. If you would stop publishing your blog because you knew nobody was reading it, you my friend are
most likely a Snob-Blogger.

7. Do you recognize Wil Wheaton as someone other than the geeky kid from Star Trek: The Next
Generation? If so, you are certainly a Snob—-Blogger.

Other Snob—-Blogger characteristics include:
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- Writing rants and opinions about things you never bothered to learn about first
- Thinking that your blog is just as, or more powerful than the mass mainstream media

Jim F. Kukral is the author of the book, BlogsToRiche$ — A step—by-step guide to using your weblog to
make money online. The book can be purchased for instant download at

.You

can read Jim's blog at
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