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You can treasure the memory of your child's first steps forever by bronzing his first set of baby shoes.
And you can do it yourself relatively inexpensively and easily.

Your first step will be to clean the shoes thoroughly. With a damp rag, clean the shoes of all dirt and
polish. It is best to complete the cleaning by rubbing the shoes with a rag saturated in denatured
alcohol. All wax and polish must be removed. Now allow the shoes to dry.

Next you will want to arrange the shoes as you want them to be bronzed. Tie the laces and arrange
them properly. Adjust the tongue so that it touches the sides of the shoe. You may want to hold the
laces and tongue in place with a little rubber cement. Now drive a tiny hole through the sole of each
shoe and loop a string or wire around it. You are now ready to begin bronzing.

To prepare your liquid bronze use bronze, copper or gold powder and mix the powder with a fast drying
spar varnish, stirring well and adding the powder until you have a liquid about like paint. Stir to prevent
particles from settling on the bottom. You will probably want to mix a fresh batch of the liquid bronze
for each job.

To apply the bronze, use a good camel hair brush and paint shoes, inside and out, with several coats.
If there are dull spots when the liquid dries, it means the liquid has soaked right into the material and
more coats are needed until the finish is even and glossy. Hang up each shoe by the loop of string to
dry between coats and clean the brush each time.

When the final coat is dry, you can create an "antique" effect by mixing a little burnt umber or black
color in oil with the bronzing liquid and painting it into the creases of the shoe with a small brush.

If you would like the shoes to be heavy and rigid, fill them with plaster of paris to about 1/2" from the
top and let them dry for several days before starting to paint.

You will find bronze powder at any good paint or hardware store or even a printing supply house.
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You will be amazed at the very professional job you have done using this method. Perhaps you will do
such a good job and enjoy it so much you may want to begin a service doing it for others. It is really a
lovely way to make your treasured memories last forever.
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Popular And Cute Baby Shoes
By Jenny Riley
One of the greatest mysteries of life is the effort and money put into the purchase of baby clothing.

Infants are not bothered about the quality of their outfits. They will cry anyway, even if they are kitted in
a Versace shirt!

Even this will not deter the average parent, they will still go out of their way to buy expensive baby
items, chief among which are baby shoes.

Parents buy all kinds of baby shoes for their tots. From baby sneakers to little ballet shoes, name it and
some babies have them.
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The strange fact is these purchases were made with the perfect knowledge that the infants are not
going to run on a track or attend dancing classes.

Though, the function of baby shoes is slightly different from those of adult shoes, they still share some
basic similarities.

They need to protect the fragile feet, and hold up to crawling around, and possibly a bit of drool.

And while adult shoes go through much more than this, the fact still is, almost any baby shoe will hold
up just fine when the baby is not yet walking.

Thus, the other reason parents buy baby shoes is just to show off their baby's cute shoes to friends
and other people.

Things become more interesting from here.

It is generally believed that cuteness is accomplished in a baby shoe through the miniature size of its
every feature.

A closer look at babies will reveal a startling fact: they are not really very attractive creatures. Not with
their big heads and pudgy features.

The real thrill many get out of babies is just that they are tiny, and somewhat odd versions of us.
This is the same with baby shoes; they look like smaller, pudgier versions of our footwear.

Along with this cuteness, there are certain designs that are more popular among baby clothes, and
baby shoes, than among adult clothing.

Things like butterflies, hearts, and especially little cute baby animals make a very popular design for
decorations on baby shoes.

By Jenny Riley -

http://www.my-cute—baby.com
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