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At some point in your writing career you will probably encounter the possibility of entering writing
contests. As you peruse writing newsletters and magazines, at any rate, you'll almost inevitably find
listings of competitions; you may very well begin to wonder how to decide whether a given contest is
“right" for you and your poetry or prose. Here are six "starter" questions you can ask yourself to initiate
that process of evaluation:

1. Do you recognize the press, university, writing center, magazine, literary review, etc. that is
sponsoring the contest? Do your writing friends and teachers know about it? (A number of Internet
boards post warnings about "scam" contests——it can't hurt to check those out.) Is the administering
organization one you'd be happy to have publish your work?

2. Does the competition post the names of past winners (and the titles of their winning works)? Can
you locate the published stories, poems, essays, or books?

3. Is an award guaranteed? Some contests stipulate that an award may not be given in a particular
year; this may not be appreciated when fees have been collected; you may choose not to hand over a
fee to such a contest.

4. What does the rest of the fine print say? Have you given over rights to your work simply by
submitting it? Such details are often included in that tiny type. Read it carefully.

5. Is judging "blind"—-are you asked to submit a manuscript without any identifying material on it?
6. If a fee is charged, does it seem "worthwhile" considering the potential prize? For example, a $25
entry fee for a possible $100 prize might not seem as alluring as a $25 fee (or less) for a $500 (or

more) prize.

Considering these questions should set you on the way to thinking more critically about the contest
process, and they'll assist you as you navigate the many listings and advertisements you'll find the
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more time you spend investigating opportunities to develop your writing career.

© Copyright 2004 Erika Dreifus. All rights reserved. Article reprint permission is granted provided that
the entire article, including the "About the Author" information, remains intact and unaltered. Please
send a copy of the reprint to erikadrei@yahoo.com .

About the Author: Dr. Erika Dreifus is a writer and writing instructor in Massachusetts. She edits the
free monthly newsletter, "The Practicing Writer," and is the author of "The Practicing Writer's Guide to
No-Cost Literary Contests and Competitions." Visit her website at http://www.practicing—writer.com .

Don't Get Burned: Evaluating Script Writing Contests
By Lenore Wright

Hundreds of writing contests tempt screenwriters with the lure of prize money, instant film industry
contacts and personal feedback from film professionals. But contests can be costly, screenwriters
should choose intelligently.

Before you write that check, research and evaluate the contests that interest you. Narrow down your
choices to the best contests for you personally and the best ones for your scripts. These guidelines
might help:

TIPS FOR RESEARCHING CONTESTS
> Check out their website >

Nearly all contests have an online page with guidelines and other vital details. | know it's tempting to
salivate over the prize list and ignore the other features available on the site. Don't let the promised
goodies distract you ——> $10,000 and a trip to Hollywood to meet the film industry movers and shakers
you dream of impressing. You're on a mission. You need to find out if the contest has preferences
regarding the subject matter of the script, the ethnicity/gender of the author or the area where the writer
resides.

Shortcut: At the very least read the FAQ page and note the submission deadline.

> Rely on peer reports >

If you belong to any online screenwriting discussion lists (and you should!), post a query about the

contests you're considering. Learn from the experiences of others. Movie Bytes offers a very useful
feature to help you: Contest Report Card. Writers evaluate contests they've entered and post their

comments. Take advantage of this wonderful resource:

> Feedback, feedback, feedback >

Unproduced writers need professional feedback. Some contests offer feedback on your script as part
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of the package. Even if you don't win, you've received some extra value for your money. If the source
of the 'professional feedback'’ is not listed on the site, send an email requesting this information. It's
important —— pin them down!

> Script readings >

Some contests offer a staged reading of the winning script (or the scripts of all the finalists) as part of
the prize. Script readings can be a great tool to help you polish your script as well as good industry
exposure. Insider tip: Film festival script competitions in particular seem to offer script-reading
opportunities to their finalists.

TIPS FOR EVALUATING CONTESTS
> Sponsors >

The people or companies sponsoring the contest should identify themselves and they should have film
industry credentials. Some contests feature a well-known director, actor or producer as a nominal
sponsor, implying that this person will read the final scripts or at least the winning one. If that is so, it
should be stated in their guidelines or on their website — don't just assume it's true.

> Judges >

Some contests post their judges' names and credentials. | find this reassuring; however many
legitimate contests don't make this information available for various reasons, not necessarily because
they're hiding something shady. A general guideline: The less information the contest makes available,
the more aggressively you should query the contest contacts before your write them a check.

> Press releases >

You want to win a contest that makes an effort to publicize their winners. When you come across the
press releases of contests that tout their finalists or winners, resist pitching a rant at your agent;
instead swallow your envy and jot down the contest details so you can enter the next time around.

> Paid ads announcing winners >

The most helpful form of publicity for contest winners are paid ads in the film industry trade papers.
This species is rare; but when you come across it, make a note to at least research the contests that
promote their winners in Variety, Hollywood Reporter and the major film magazines.

> Industry contact >

Many contests promise the winners and/or finalists will be exposed to important film industry contacts.
Vague promises or inuendoes don't count. The legitimate contests get specific about what they mean
by exposure. Exposure could mean a phone conversation with an agent, a script submission to a
studio slushpile, a professional pitching session or an all-expense—paid trip to Hollywood or New York
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City. Find out.
> Production promises >

Some contests promise that the winning script or scripts will be produced. Yipee! But do they back up
this promise with results? Find out — call their bluff. Tip for cynics: Request a contact email for a
previous winner or finalist.

IN SHORT: BE CHOOSY!

I hope these guidelines help you find a contest that works for you and your script. Be choosy - it's your
money, your script, and your career.

FEEDBACK: screenwriter@breakingin.net

Lenore Wright has 15 years experience selling spec scripts and movie pitches in Hollywood and New
York. For a free tutorial on script formats log onto her site =>

For FREE insider tips on marketing scripts SUBSCRIBE to SCRIPT MARKET NEWS =>

Don't Get Burned: Evaluating Script Writing Contests
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