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How to Make Sure Your Plants Survive the Move
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If you have house plants, and you're moving to a new location, you have three options: donate 'em,
dump 'em, or dare to take 'em with you. So, you may not care for your plants like a "Professional," but
Charlie Nardozzi, senior horticulturist for The National Gardening Association, provides some great
advice for those who can't bear to leave their precious plants behind:

If you're flying to the new location: "I believe your first step should be to contact the airline you are
travelling with. They most likely have very specific guidelines (and I bet regulations) on transporting
plant life. Also contact the Department of Agriculture in the state you are moving to; they may also
have regulations to prevent the importation of pests."

If you're travelling by vehicle: "For the plants that are going in the truck, you should insure that your
plants are in containers that will not break. If they are in terra cotta pots, transfer them to plastic.
Perhaps it would be a good idea to go to your local nursery or garden center and ask about those black
plastic nursery pots. Around here you can get used ones for a nickel a piece! Be sure to sterilize them
however."

Other tips: "Your plants will need to be kept moist during their journey. Give them a good watering and
then wrap the soil tops with sphagnum moss you have soaked overnight. I would then wrap the whole
pot in newspaper, and then in burlap. It probably would not be out of order to loosely wrap the foliage
in burlap also to avoid breakage of leaves and stems."

"For cuttings, I would wrap them in the wet moss as well and wrap in newspaper. Then place the
wrapped cuttings in an UNSEALED ziploc bag. Place the bags in a cardboard box with some sort of
light packing material. I mail cuttings and small plants quite often and this works well, even when
mailing across the country. I would definitely put these on the truck...you don't want any unusual plants
in baggies that are boxed up going through the inspection process without you there to explain...have
you ever seen Midnight Express? Wouldn't want all that trouble over a dieffenbachia now, would we?"
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If you're moving from a large space into a small one, and don't have room for your plants, consider
donating them to local nursing homes and then you might want to contact The American Community
Gardening Association, 100 North 20th St., Philadelphia, PA 19103; ph# 215−988−8785 to find the
closest community garden. Otherwise, follow Charlie's advice, and both you and your plants will
continue to grow and flourish in your new environment!

Helpful Links:

* Better Homes & Gardens offers discussion groups, a library of advice and weekly columns about
gardening.
* National Gardening Association If you can't find your the answer to your question in the NGA library,
you can email questions, and they promise to respond within 48 hours.
* Empire National Nursery, LLC. is the first 24 hour on line nursery.

Since 1989 dan the roommate man has helped 1000's of people find roommates. Need help? Contact
him at 800−487−8050 or www.roommateexpress.com

Aquarium Plants: One Of The Best Ornaments In An Aquarium

By Low Jeremy

Everybody understands the reason why most plants can be seen in many aquariums. Healthy plants
and their lush are beautiful to look at when they are in an aquarium. They also create a natural setting
in the aquarium.

Most of the fishes feel secure, less stressed and safe whenever they have plants to hide in. Some
species of fish do not survive in an aquarium without any plants.

Aquarium plants will not only give the fishes a helpful shelter and make your aquarium look attractive
but they can maintain the quality of the water as well. Plants and fish both exist on the wild and they
will surely match well in your aquarium.

The wastes discharged by the fish contain compounds that are useful for the plant's nutrition.
Therefore, the organic wastes can be contained in the plants instead of seeing them float in the water.
The plants must be pruned regularly and the dead parts must be eliminated from the aquarium ASAP.

Not only that, the aquarium plants will also provide a shelter to many micro organisms which are useful
for the ecology and environment of the aquarium. In addition, plants have also the capacity to inhabit
the growth of ugly algae since algae and plants compete for similar nutrients.

Most species of fish will never reproduce in an aquarium without plants. This is because some species
need plants for them to feel secured enough to reproduce, while other species need the leaves of the
plants to place their eggs in. An abundantly planted aquarium will also enhance the survival growth of
the fry especially if you want to increase the number of fry in a similar aquarium like with the adult fish.
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However, we all know that plants rely too much to light and photosynthesis. An aquarium with no plants
will only need little. But if you are planning to have an abundant number of plants in your aquarium, you
will be required to put new lights. A fluorescent light will be better to your planted aquarium, make sure
that they are made especially for aquariums.

If you are a beginner, the plant species that will be suitable for you are the Java Moss and the Java
Fern. These are strong plants that can survive in water hardiness and pH values. They can even be
placed in a brackish aquarium like the Molly aquarium.

Aquarium plants are very important to the survival of most fishes in the aquarium. It does not matter
what aquarium plant you choose, the important thing is you know how to maintain your aquarium as
naturally as the fishes and plants habitat.

This content is provided by Low Jeremy. It may be used only in its entirety with all links included. For
more information on aquariums, how to maintain, the basics of owning one, please visit
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