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1. Weddings typically can cost you anywhere around $15,000 or more. The big question is: who foots
the bill?

The 21st century has heralded a shift in the way these costs are handled. We have moved away from
the days when the family of the bride would pay all costs associated with the wedding ceremony .
Today it may come down to who can afford it or, who can qualify for the personal loan from the lending
institution.

Weddings may, in most cases, be a one time special event deserving of all the pomp and pageantry
associated with the memorable day. However, there are ways to cut costs and still maximize the
moment. Careful planning and budgeting are key to getting the most out of this experience at a
reduced cost.

What should go into a wedding plan? When is too much, too much?

There are many things which makes a wedding a wedding. The old adage, "Something New,
Something used and something blue, is a reliable guide to save.

Knowing what you need and how much it cost compared to your allotted budget for each item is
essential. Your check list should include: Bride Gown and accessories, Groom's wedding attire,
wedding rings, flowers, wedding cake, wedding site, reception site, photography/video services,
limousine, ceremony fees, decorations, licence, honeymoon/travel, music/entertainment services,
invitations, wedding consulting fees, beverage/drinks and type of wedding.

Generally, all of these items should be carefully itemized and an actual cost should be obtained from
the service providers. Your budget fro each service or product should be include to help guide you
and/or your wedding consultants. From this list you can determine things like the size of your guest list,
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bridal party and reception, cake and amount you can actually allocate to each specific area.

A good example is: if you are purchasing a wedding gown and accessories which can easily run into
$1,500 or more and your budget is $600, you can opt to rent a gown and accessory which typically at
the high end is around $400.

Knowing where you would like to host your wedding and the type of wedding you want is also very
essential. Many people typically choose a traditional wedding (religious). These can go into many
different cultures i.e. African, Jewish, Islamic, Irish etc. Different types of weddings typically carry
varying price tags depending on the culture and how complex the ceremony or extravagant it is.
Honeymoons can be a another costly expense. Honeymoons can extend from that drive to another

state to the extended Bahamas vacation or Carribean cruise. Many companies are now incorporating
wedding and honeymoon packages in their vacation packages. This has its upside and downside.

Marriage laws also vary from country to country.

June typically is noted as the wedding month. So, expect costs to be higher. However travel this and
hotel charges during this time of the year to many destinations including the Bahamas may be less
expensive.

If you know your budget then it may be beneficial to allow a wedding consulting firm to handle the
arrangements. Statistics show that couples are so tired and stressed after the wedding 705 do not

have sex on the first night of the honeymoon.

Hiring wedding consultant doesn't mean you lose control of your ceremony. It just saves you the hassle
and stress of coordinating and implementing each individual activity and duty.

Your honey moon can be like any other vacation as far as proper planning is concerned. In order to
save money, you must know what you want to do? Where you want to go? What you want to see?
Consult with travel consultants in the country or area you plan to visit. Research well. Your trip does
not have to be robotic or mechanical, but it can be cost effective and well organized.

TIPS

Below are a few cost saving tips for your special day.

Trim your guest list

Reduce the number of attendance in your bridal party and reception

Budget your honeymoon well

Choose the kind of wedding you like but can afford
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Research: at least 6 months in advance

Book in advance: try the internet

Stay near home: try a friends remote cottage, town house or timeshare

Shorten your vacation stay

Travel and wed in the off season

Go on a Cruise: They are usually all inclusive

Bahamas Aficionados publishes Bahamas vacations tips, a fresh and informative newsletter dedicated
to supporting people like YOU! If you're looking for the *best rated* Bahamas Vacation guide, the latest
up to date information on the Bahamas and helpful support from an honest friend in the business come
and grab a F-R-E-E subscription today at:

email us at:

To post a comment on our website, click on intranet, log in as guest use the same password and post
your comments.

Sidney Strachan is a young entrepreneur. In 1998 he and Rudolph started resource Marketing
Services a B2B service oriented company. He has written many articles and is presently about to
release a book of poetry entitled On and On. His website is entitled Bahamas Aficionados. It is a site
promoting vacations in the Bahamas while providing services for the pleasure or business vacationers.
Services include organizing and arranging Bahamian weddings, specialty tours and
seminars/conferences, providing business equipment for rental and many other business and vacation
oriented services.

Preparing For The Honeymoon Trip

By Low Jeremy

Preparing for the wedding alone is already a headache. But it does not mean that you disregard the
preparation for your honeymoon trip. Since wedding does not end after the exchange of vows,
preparing for the honeymoon trip is equally important with preparing the wedding. And since this trip is
the best time for you to spend your first days together as husband and wife, it should be taken into
great account.

To make your honeymoon preparation less worrisome, here are some tips you can follow:

Plan ahead of time



How to Plan Your Wedding and Honeymoon

Preparation should begin early. If you want to go to a honeymoon trip after the wedding celebration,
then you should have already prepared for it long before the wedding day. Meanwhile if you will go to a
honeymoon trip weeks after your wedding day, it is not an excuse to plan late. Preparing for the
wedding day is also not an excuse to plan after the wedding. Everything should be prepared. Make
sure you have already determined or have booked and made reservation on the location of your trip.
Create a checklist of everything

If the schedule is hectic and there is so much to do, you surely would forget some important things. Do
avoid this from happening; create a checklist of everything you need to prepare. This does not only go
with the honeymoon trip; it should also apply to the whole wedding preparation itself.

Finalize your travel documents

Make sure that your travel documents are all set before your honeymoon trip. Doing this early would
save you a lot of trouble when the day closes near. If you are traveling outside the country, if is
advisable to complete all your travel documents and keep them in a safe place.

Confirm your booking and reservation

Booking your flight and accommodation is not enough. You should confirm them days before you go.
Making sure that everything is set and prepared once you arrive should be your primary concern.

Relax

After you're stressful wedding preparation, you surely would not want to add pressure on your head.
Keep in mind that one reason why you are going for a honeymoon trip is to relax, so you should relax.
There is no reason why you should make the preparation for your honeymoon trip troublesome.
Wedding preparation is stressful enough. You should not add some more.

This content is provided by Low Jeremy. It may be used only in its entirety with all links included. For
more information on honeymoon &amp; other useful information, please visit
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