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Unlike part one , the rest of this article series will outline fewer Google API applications, as it focuses
on only one thing. By the time you finish reading it, you will know how to implement what in my humble
opinion, is the best way to use certain Google API Applications to enhance your own site.

This simple idea isn't new. It has been used by dozens, perhaps hundreds of sites. You may have
even attempted to use this idea yourself, but gave up because of the amount of time involved, or how
much it used to cost to attempt to put into practice — it used to take weeks just to compile enough
information to get started.

Now, several Google API applications make this particular kind of major site improvement much faster
and easier to carry out.

You can now combine free tools that help you create an RSS feed about your site with the power of
your free Google API key, to transform your site into an industry leader on your site's topic. You
probably already knew that you can collect RSS feeds and have the content displayed on your site,
and also create a feed of your site and its updates without spending any money. With your Google API
key, you can now leverage the power of the RSS format in less time.

What is an RSS feed, and why does your site need one?
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Briefly, its most common abbreviation is "Really Simple Syndication”. The purpose of an RSS feed is to
distribute the headlines of news or content that appears on your site. Once the feed is compiled, all you
need to do is syndicate your content — and it doesn't have to be just yours.

RSS has been around for a while, but is becoming progressively popular, as the end-user base

increases, and becomes more education. Also, site owners like you and | who are becoming more
frustrated with the ever—increasing barriers to distributing newsletters.

There's another reason why your visitors may prefer to subscribe to your RSS feed instead of your
newsletter that we'll get to shortly. For now, let's focus on the reason you need one.

One of the greatest things about using RSS feeds to get your site more visibility is that the headlines
don't need to be just about your particular site, as | mentioned before. You could also turn your web
property into the news desk for your entire niche. Especially if no one else is doing this in your field, it
can turn your home page into the destination for anyone who wants to know what is happening in your
industry.

Why would you want to do this?

1- More free traffic to your site

Once you have an RSS feed, you can get additional exposure to your website by promoting your feed
at dozens of high—traffic directories. People will go to these sites, looking for an RSS feed about their
favorite topic, and sign—up to get the feeds pushed to them — this is great for newsletter publishers not
only because these updates can direct them back to your site, but because it cuts out the time you
would need to spend managing your ezine.

2- More free traffic to your site

Especially if you narrowly target the news at your site to a popular but under-served demographic,
sooner or later, Google may recognize your site as an industry leader in your category for its fresh

relevant content on the subject.

As a result, not only can this increase your overall page rank, and get your site spidered more often,
the rankings of the keywords you are listed for can also begin to climb as a result.

3- More free traffic to your site

The sites that index your feed must point to your site in order to access and update it. For sites that
carry an information page about the data that your feed contains, it often means a free incoming link

from their site to yours, often from a site with high Google Page Ranks.

Getting the idea?
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You can get high—quality, targeted traffic to your site from implementing the steps I'll be outlining in this
series. It's quite a project and may take a while, but anyone who can build a site can do it.

If you're wary about setting up pages of your site that will have users leaving, you can set up a
members—-only section that you give away free with purchases of your product, or with subscriptions to
your newsletter.

Now that you understand the reasoning behind this idea, part three will go through the steps you'll
need to take in order to make it work for you.
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Google, the most popular, and many say best, search engine, offers searchers many options to help
them zero in on just what they're looking for. Although these search modifier features are documented
on own site, many searchers, including experienced marketers and technically savvy people, simple
don't know these features are available. But these features, along with the Google search box, are only
available to human searchers, who can type in their search parameters, and perhaps some keyboard
scripting programs as well. But there is a way for programmers and web site designers to access
Google's database from their own sites, in the exact way they need. This is done by using Google's
Web API (Application Program Interface).

With the API, programmers can use most any web programming language, such as PHP, ASP, Perl,
.NET, and Java. Google's Web API provides "data hooks" that allow a remote program to access
certain portions of Google easily.

You must be very aware of the Google Web API Terms of Service. You must obtain a developer key
that you will include in each API use, you are allowed only 1,000 automated queries per day, and
perhaps most important, you may not use the Google API for commercial purposes. It is only for your
personal use, and you of course may not violate any laws or copyright protection.

Google provides a developer's kit to help you get started. Data is interchanged between Google and
the application program using an XML structure, so the results from Google should be relatively easy
to parse even for only moderately experienced developers. If you have problems or questions, Google
offers Getting Help, Reference and FAQ links, and you will find help and discussions on any of several
forums should you need more help. Just search Google — from the search box!

Jakob Jelling is the founder of http://www.sitetube.com. Visit his website for the latest on planning,
building, promoting and maintaining websites.
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