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How to choose an embroidery machines
By Mike Barus

The latest technology today is sewing machines that double as embroidery machines. By using the
computer integrated into the machine, you can quickly and easily add cards or downloads to embroider
any pattern imaginable. Instead of spending hours on an embroidery pattern by doing the needlework
by hand, create beautiful and durable machine embroidered pieces in mere seconds. If you are
interested in purchasing an embroidery machine, doing the initial research will ensure you find the
correct machine for your needs.

The first step to choosing an embroidery machine is to set your budget. Just like any electronic item,
the price of embroidery machines can soar to the thousands of dollars. Remember, the most
expensive machine is not always the best machine for your needs. Establish a maximum amount you
are willing to pay for a machine and then begin your search.

Next, identify your needs. Many sewing machines have embroidery attachments, but they also serve
other purposes. Do you intend to sew heavy fabrics like leather or canvas? Do you intend to piece
quilts or complete the actual quilting process on the machine? Do you need a machine that can make
specialty edges like rolled hems? It is quite tempting to purchase a complex machine that can perform
every command under the sun, but usually this versatility comes with a hefty price tag.

Another thing to keep in mind is your technical prowess. Beginners are strongly suggested to invest in
a less complicated machine that will serve as an introduction to the technology. Quite often,
individuals purchase a machine that is too difficult to understand or use, so the machine sits in disuse
while the payments are still being made. Remember, you can always trade up to a more advanced
model once you decide your needs and wants have advanced.

If you are purchasing a machine solely for its embroidery then focus on this option and steer clear of
the "all in one" machines that can do a bit of everything. Many individuals look to start their own
business making customized or personalized items. If you are contemplating this option, ensure the
machine you purchase can do sizable embroidery pieces, take several different colored threads at
once, and have a large library of either purchasable cards or downloadable designs. Also, if you plan
to do an extensive amount of embroidery on your machine, ensure the machine you purchase is well
built to withstand the wear and tear that use usually brings.
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Most embroidery machines come with many additions and options that can be purchased later on
when the need arises. This is an excellent option, since you can purchase any additions for a great
deal less that you can buy a brand new machine that meets your extended needs. Also, if you plan on
trading up to a new model of embroidery machine, search for a company or store that has a policy that
will allow you to do so. Many stores that specialize in sewing machines will buy back your used
machine for a percentage of the original price if the machine is in working condition.

Whatever brand of embroidery machine you choose to buy, be sure you visit a store to view the
machine firsthand. Most sewing shops or stores that specialize in sewing machines offer
demonstrations of the different brands and machines for sale, so that you can see exactly what the
machine can do. Also, many shops offer introductory classes so that new users can learn to use their
new embroidery machine to its fullest.

Doing initial research before you buy is key to ensuring you do not experience buyer's remorse at the
end of the day.

Mike Barus specializes in Embroidery
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About Embroidery Machines
By Robert Thatcher

What happens when you combine the old hobby of stitching designs to a cloth or fabric with computer
technology? You get an embroidery machine! Before embroidery is being done by hand that
meticulously and painstakingly takes for several hours to finish. With the development of the
embroidery machine, the process narrows down to a mere few minutes and even seconds. What is
good about embroidery machine is that accuracy and perfection is always assured every time the
needle starts to move. Since it is computer generated, every stroke of needle is assured to land on the
right spot.

If you are considering buying an embroidery machine, here are some things you should do:

Doing an initial research on different embroidery machine on the market (online or offline) is the best
first step towards your goal of owning one. This would give you an overview of the type of embroidery
machine you would need. From here you can now set your budget. Limit your shopping to your set
budget so as not to get surprised once you are already shopping. One important remainder: an
embroidery machine could cost thousands of dollars so you have to be mindful of your set budget.
Make sure you don't go with the most expensive for sometimes, cost cannot be equated with quality.

After you have done some initial research and have already set your budget, you should not rush on
the nearest appliance store or online shops. You should identify the features you want. Some
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embroidery machines are built for industrial purposes— the ones that are tough and can do several
stitches in short span of time. Some embroidery machines are capable of stitching on soft fabrics.
Some would do well in leather and heavy fabrics. So what should you choose? If you think you would
not be able to put it under extreme work, then there is no need to buy high—end machines. Other
embroidery machines are so complex; they can do several tasks in one time. Though it is very
tempting to buy this kind of machine, still have to ponder if you can maximize this type. Make sure that
the embroidery machine you buy would definitely serve your purpose.

If you are only beginning to love embroidery, make sure you settle for basic machines. Upgrade only
once you progress your technical skill. Most people would tend to buy the most sophisticated and
complex embroidery machine you could find. And more often than not, these machines are left useless
and gathering dusts for owners do not know how to use it.

If you are planning to make embroidery a living, you still have to consider its purpose. Choose a
machine that would answer the specific task you expect them to give. For example: if you desire a
machine that would solely do embroidery, then settle for a particular one that would do the specific
kind.

Several embroidery machines have additional accessories that could be added afterwards. Usually
additional accessories compatible with the machine are enumerated. Choose an embroidery machine
that does not necessarily have the most accessories. Instead, choose one with accessories you can
use.

Finally, make sure you do not go primarily for brand names. Although you can surely trust those with
good and tested names, go after the product, features, warranty, service, and price.
Robert Thatcher is a freelance publisher based in Cupertino, California. He publishes articles and

reports in various ezines and provides embroidery machine resources on
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