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Wow, life just keeps getting busier and busier at this time of year, have you noticed? Kids are back in
school, the lazy days of the summer holidays are over and everybody`s starting to think about
Christmas. The shops are full of Christmas stuff, ads on tv are showing pressies for the kids, even the
World Wide Web is overflowing with Christmas.

Do you realise there`s only about 14 weeks between mid−September and mid−December? When you
think of it that way, it`s understandable that everybody`s really starting to promote their stuff hard.
Especially on the web, because things tend to happen so fast online compared to in real life.

If you don`t get going there in time, you risk missing out. So whatever it is you`re marketing: Go for
gold, pull out all the stops, get the best copy you possibly can, and promote, promote, promote!

We all want to make sales at this time of year, so that we`ve got money in our own pockets for
Christmas. So how do you go about getting as many sales as possible?

First of all, take a good, long hard look at yourself. What IS it that makes you want to buy something?
What makes you say "I`ve just got to have that!" Why do you want it? Is it the price? Is it because it`s
simple and easy to use? Does it solve a problem for you? Maybe it`s just because it`s outright fun?

Guess what you`ve just done? You`ve looked at yourself as your own prospective customer! You
KNOW what draws you, and you KNOW you can`t possibly be the only person on earth that get`s
drawn by those things, so you now KNOW what buyers want.

There are a few proven methods to getting your customers to buy more from you once they`ve made
that first purchase, such as offering a freebie with it. Giving them that little bit more than what they
bought can really work wonders. Of course, something worthwhile, and preferrably related to what they
ordered from you usually works best.
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After−sales follow−up is also extremely important. Write them an email asking if they`re happy with their
purchase, or ask if there`s anything they need explaining about the product etc. Make sure you`re
available to answer any questions they might have about the products they`ve bought.

If you sell actual hands−on products that you have to send through the post, then drop a business card
with all your contact info into the parcel. Or add a little extra something to the package, trust me, they`ll
remember you. How do I know this?

At times, I buy small wholesale lots on Ebay. One of my favourite items to buy happens to be belly bars
(they`re actually good sellers for me). So anyway, I`ve been happy with most of my purchases, but this
one time I`d bought some belly bars and waited for them to come to my door. Impatiently, as always..

When they arrived, I opened up the package, and inside was a small polythene bag, with 3 small

candies in it and a "Thanks for your purchase" note. Just a tiny gesture, but guess what? It made me
remember the seller, and I`ve bought from her time and time again.

I read somewhere that if you under−promise, and over−deliver, then you`re onto a winner. I think
whoever wrote that may just have been knowing what they were talking about.

So get going. Christmas is close, and time is running out. If you`re useless at ad copy, then PAY
someone to write your ads for you. It IS worth it, and there are a lot of extremely reasonably priced
copywriters out there. My personal favourite is http://www.strategyadservice.com

Give your website a holiday feel, full of red and green, just don`t overdo it. Make people feel
comfortable, give them a reason to trust you, and you WILL make those Christmas sales!

−=−=−=−=−=−=−Resource Box−=−=−=−−=−=−=−=−
How to easily avoid those contrived Scams, Shams, and
Spam. Yes; without spending your Hard won money with every so
called Guru. Be far better informed and prepared With This Brand
New, Huge money Saving Free E−Book! Now You can quickly learn
how to run a real home spun business without all the Hype.
http://annamarketing.com/pops/splash.html
Subscribe to Not Just Another Ezine http://annamarketing.com
=============================================
This article is available for reprint in your opt−in ezine,
web site or ebook. You MUST agree not to make any changes
to the article and the RESOURCE BOX MUST be included.
(c) 2004 AnnaMarketing.com. All Rights Reserved

What Do You Want This Year?
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Christmas is all around us, and many people are making up wish lists. Those who aren't doing that are
busy setting down their New Year's Resolutions already. But this is a good time to sit down and do
some serious introspection.

What do you want from the holidays this year? Do you want to rush around, spend a lot of money you
don't have, and yell at the kids for not playing with all twenty of the toys they asked for−−at the same
time? Is that really how you want to spend Christmas?

We talk about "Christmas spirit," and mostly we mean giving. Giving of ourselves, giving to people who
need it. That's great, that's Christmas spirit.

But I think there's another aspect to "Christmas spirit." I think it's spiritual. And don't close your screen
on me because I said spiritual. I didn't say religious, because it's not. I think it comes from our souls.

I think deep down, each of us has a spirit that wants to be expressed. And I think at Christmas, when
we're naturally thinking of others, that spirit is more easily expressed. I think if you want to, you can
have a spiritual Christmas. You can feel loving, caring, generous. You can feel like a kid at Christmas,
just by opening up to your spirit.

So what do you want this year?

Angie Dixon helps small business owners get their acts together. She is a personal development coach
specializing in helping people integrate their home and work lives so they feel less stretched and more
balanced. Get her FREE EBOOK on balance at

. For questions or

to discover how coaching can change your life, contact Angie at

.

You are free to use this article in ezines, web sites and print publications. If you do use it, please send
a quick email to

. Thank you.

What Do You Want This Year?
Need To Recapture The Magic Of Christmas? Try Inspirational Christmas Stories!
What Do You Want for Christmas?
Celebrate With Christmas Decorations
Christmas Tree Ornament Tips

Christmas Happy Package
The Big Book Of Cookie Recipes
120 Lip−Smacking Good Jam Recipes
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Brew Your Own Beer
COCKTAILS - How to Make and Enjoy them
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