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A hurricane is a large whirling storm that usually measures 200 to 500 miles (320 to 800 km) across.
On the average each year, six Atlantic hurricanes occur.

Sustained winds of 100-150 mph (160-240 km/h) occur with a typical hurricane. Some winds may
exceed 200 mph (320 km/h).

The eye of the hurricane averages 14-25 miles (22-40 km) across. The eye is quite calm as compared
to the winds in the eye wall.

The winds of the hurricane spin in a counterclockwise direction in the Northern Hemisphere and
clockwise in the Southern Hemisphere.

In the North Atlantic hurricane season is from June 1 to November 30. Over the Western Pacific, the
typical cyclone season is never quite over.

If the heat released by an average hurricane in one day could be converted to electricity, it could
supply the United States' electrical needs for about six months.

The heat energy released in a single day can equal the energy released by the fusion of four hundred
20—megaton hydrogen bombs.

As it travels across the ocean, a hurricane may pick up as much as two billion tons of water each day
through evaporation and sea spray.

Some two million metric tons of air are circulated in, up and out of the hurricane each second.
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Related Internet resources:

http://scienceforfamilies.allinfo—about.com/features/hurricanes.html

Hurricane Shutters
By Daniel Roshard

Hurricane Shutters are something very serious these days, if you read the news recently you probably
know that the world climate is changing, as a result we are expecting more tropical storms in our region
in the next few years, and the forecast for the hurricane shutters is that its going to be a much needed
tool to protect your home.

A hurricane shutter is most common in the Southern states that often see bad weather a couple of
months during the year. If you do not have these, you will risk a lot of damage to your house. Today
more and more people are looking into buying hurricane shutters as a result of the last year storms and
because some insurance companies has started recommending the use of hurricane shutters.

Hurricane or "storm panel” shutters are often constructed out of a solid steel or aluminum frame and
provide protection superior to that of Bahamas, Colonial, wooden, or vinyl shutters. This shutter is also
considerably less expensive than decorative shutters. You should think about the exterior of your
house because those shutters are considerably less attractive-and you may want to put them in
storage at the end of the hurricane season.

The reason that these shutters look less attractive should not deter you from considering them for
protection of your home, although these hurricane shutters do not look so nice they can protect your
windows, balcony, or storefront from bad weather. During a storm, these areas may be pounded with
heavy rain, hail, and wind. If you have a hurricane shutter in place, you do not have to worry about a lot
of damage. The great thing about the hurricane shutters is that they also give you some peace of mind
while a storm is raging outside. The hurricane shutters can also help to protect the people inside of
your house, and help to protect a little more then material positions. A hurricane shutter will go a long
way in ensuring that your windows do not get busted out by bad weather.

Most hurricane shutters are designed for the use and maintenance of one person up and down
operation. One person can operate the hurricane shutters and do it relatively fast so that the chances
that you will not be prepared when a storm is on its way it relatively low. A great advantage if a storm
sneaks up on you by surprise. This way, all you have to do is pull this shutter down and lock it into
position; a simple five second job. While everyone else is boarding up their windows in the rain, you
will be inside your house, protected from the elements.

The advice of most hurricane shutters companies is to set them up when the hurricane season starts
and to take them off for the rest of the year, thus avoiding their looks and enjoying the protection the
shutters offer. This is not a joke, and a lot of people use this advice, it makes sense that you want to
keep your property protected when its hurricane season and once the danger is off to return to your
"normal” look.
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Daniel Roshard is a interior designer fascinated by garden and outdoor architecture, he studies
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