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Ice Fishing Depth Sounder

If you ever need a quick depth sounder when ice−fishing, you can make one with a small bobber and
bell sinker. Just attach the sinker to the bottom line retainer of the bobber and the hook or lure to the
top retainer. This makes it easy to find the water's depth.

One of the most effective tools for any ice fisherman is the fantastic Evening Secret to swarming
hungry fish to your spot. A great way to increase your ice catches.

Falling through the ice

If you are out with a buddy ice fishing - and there is a possibility of breaking ice, make sure to stay at
least 10 feet apart to spread out your weight. You should also each carry long poles; they can be used
to straddle the hole to help you climb out. Make sure to have a poncho, waterproof matches, safety
pins, bandages, knife, candles, bouillon cubes, and cocoa or soup. Put all of them in a watertight metal
can which can be used to heat water over a candle in an emergency.

Freezing

If you are an ice fisherman and consistently have problems with your hole freezing up - instead of
pouring anti−freeze into the hole (which shuts down fishing action), use denatured alcohol. It is less
expensive, has no odor or taste, and is available at any pharmacy.

Bait

If you are an ice fisherman (which 2 million people are in the U.S.), the following bait will bring you
even more success.
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For Bluegills use tiny ice spoons (1/32 to 1/80 of an ounce), ice flies or No. 10 or 12 gold hooks. Tip
them with gall worms, crane fly larvae, mousies, mealworms, wax worms, or maggots. Fish the offering
with a light tremble or quivering movement. Try levels from one to three feet off bottom, over depths o
f10 to 20 feet. A murky or weedy bottom is best for them.

For crappies, use a Swedish Pimple jiggling spoon, Rapala ice fishing plug or live minnows fished on
No. 2 to 6 hooks. Crappies can suspend at just about any depth, from a few feet below the ice to just
off bottom, in water from five to 20 feet deep. Move often.

Yellow perch - use the same baits as for crappies and bluegills. Also try jigging spoons sweetened
with the eye from a freshly caught perch or a tiny strip of meat sliced from a perch or bluegill.

Trout - shoal areas, the mouths of inlets, and points have produced the most rainbows, browns and

brookies through the ice. You can catch them on about every kind of bait or lure you can think of. Wet
flies and nymphs with a sp lit−shot crimped a foot above for weight are good, as are minnows, spinners,
jigging spoons and ice rapalas.

Pickerel, Pike, Muskies - live minnows or dead ones rigged to hang horizontally in the water are the
best producers. Tip−ups allow you to spread your baits over a wide area in weedy coves and on points
where these predators rove under the frozen lake's surface searching for prey.

Walleyes - reefs, points, inlets and outlets are good spots for ice walleyes. Live minnows, jigging
Rapalas, Swedish Pimples, Hopkins and Gay Blades are consistent producers.

Copyright 2005 EveningSecretFishing.com FishingLong−Time Fisherman and friend of
EveningSecretFishing ( http://www.eveningsecretfishing.com/specialsecret/Ice_Fishing_Tips.php)Feel
free to use this article on your website or anywhere else − but all links and bio information must remain
in tact.

Making the most of your time − Fishing Safety rules everyone should know

By Rebecca Blain

When you are going fishing, whether nearby your home or on a long distance trip, there are many
fishing safety rules that you need to keep in mind.

These rules can help prevent injury to yourself and others while shore and boat fishing.

There are several different areas of fishing safety that you should be aware of. These include the
following: Equipment Safety Pier Fishing Safety Offshore Fishing Safety Shore Fishing Safety and
Noodling Ice Fishing Safety

Equipment Safety
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Before you go fishing, you need to make certain that all of your equipment is in safe working order.
This should be done before you even consider going out to any waterfront. You need to check several
things while looking over your various pieces of equipment.

First, you need to check your fishing rod and reel. Both of these pieces should be in top condition, with
the rod having no cracks or breaks. If your rod separates, you need to make certain that it is very
secure when it is built together. The reel itself should operate smoothly, with the line coiling without
tangles. If the line is tangling quite a bit within the reel, you will need to unbind the line and replace it
with new. If this behavior continues, you should consider a new reel.

The type of line that you use should be a consideration as well. Dependent on the conditions you are
going to be fishing in, you will want to use different line. With rocky bottoms, where your line is going to
get caught easier, you will want to use a lower line rating. If you are fishing for larger fish, the test on
the line should be increased to match what you are planning on catching.

The final fishing safety check that you should make is on your tackle, sinkers and lures. If any of these
are rusted, you should replace them with new ones, as rusted equipment can change a mild injury into
tetnis or a worse illness.

Pier Fishing Safety

One type of fishing that many people enjoy is pier fishing. When you go fishing off of a pier, there are
several fishing safety rules that you should keep in mind. First, you should only place your feet into the
water if you know that there are not vicious fish, such as Muskie, in the water. Muskie, as well as other
types of vicious fish, are renown for biting off the toes of unsuspecting fishers off of piers. For this
reason, you should avoid doing this. In addition to this, you should never run on the piers, especially if
you are carrying any sharp equipment. The most important thing to keep in mind when pier fishing is to
use your common sense. Falling from the pier, especially taller ones, can be life threatening. Leaning
over the pier edge, as well as being careless, can put yourself and others in danger.

Offshore Fishing Safety

When you go on a boat for a session of offshore fishing, you need to be extra careful. Out of all of the
forms of fishing, this is the most dangerous. You need to be aware of the weather and potential
weather changes at all times. In addition to this, you need to make certain that you are always wearing
a life preserver. While these may be uncomfortable, or ugly to wear, they can make the difference
between life and death. You should always make certain that you know you do not hit anyone with your
hook when you are casting. This is the most dangerous aspect of offshore fishing, as you are most
likely fishing in close quarters, which requires a higher level of skill when you are casting. Hooking
yourself or a companion is a real likely hood in this style of fishing, unless you are extremely careful.

Shore Fishing and Noodling

Shore fishing is the style of fishing that most people participate. During fishing seasons, hundreds of
people gather around oceans and rivers and ponds to take their hand at trying to catch the largest fish
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possible. Lures are constantly flying through the air, and lines get tangled more often than not. When
you are shore fishing, you need to make certain you are aware of all of the people around you, and that
they are aware of you. Taking children to crowded beaches for fishing can be extremely dangerous, as
they can get hooked while running and playing. Injuries sustained in this manner can be severe. As
long as you are careful, and you do not run or dart across the path of someone casting, shore fishing
can be the safest of all types of fishing.

There is one form of shore fishing, however, that is extremely dangerous. This is called "Noodling".
Noodling, or another term for "Idiot", is the practice of wading out to waist or chest level and bending
down to search holes, logs and other hiding holes for catfish. Then you wiggle your fingers. If there is a
catfish − or another type of creature in residence − they will attack your bare hand. Then the fight
begins, and the Noodler needs to bring the fish to shore. Many lose their lives yearly to this extreme
sport, and it should be avoided, as it is not safe.

Ice Fishing Safety

When you are going ice fishing, there are a lot of safety rules that you need to follow at all times. Unlike
the other forms of standard fishing, ice fishing presents a lot of health risks. First, you should never go
ice fishing without a well built shack. The shacks provide you shelter while you are ice fishing. Without
this shelter, you will be susceptible to hypothermia and other health related problems.

The second thing you need to keep in mind at all times is the condition of the ice and the weather
predictions. Falling through the ice while ice fishing, especially alone, is a death sentence. Being
trapped on the open ice during a blizzard is also extremely dangerous, even with the shelter of an ice
shack available. When you are stocking your ice shack, you need to make certain that you have
enough wood for the wood stove, or heating device within the shack. This device should also be cared
for and watched over at all times, so the ice beneath the shack remains stable or that the shack does
not burn.

If you keep these fishing safety tips and rules in mind, you should be able to have an enjoyable time
fishing without high risk of injury to yourself or others, no matter which form of fishing you choose to
participate in.

Rebecca Blain is a professional and hobbyist writer who enjoys taking care of her Siamese Fighting
Fish and educating people about discount fishing reels & supplies which you can read more about
here:
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