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Have you ever tried fishing in the winter months? This is the time everyone gets out on the lake. Even
if you don't own a boat you can fish those places you always wanted to.

Here are a few tips on ice fishing. First of all, you don't need a lot of fancy equipment.A set of five
tipups and a hand auger are all you need to get started.

A set of basic tipups with line will cost around seventy—five to a hundred bucks. Tipups are a simple
affair where you set the cross sticks on the ice with your spool below the water line. Unless there is a
lot of snow on the ice this should not be a problem as the

water will even out to the top of your hole. | know you're saying, how do you keep the line from
freezing? This is accomplished through the use of braided line, sometimes called squid line. Theses
lines are usually 18—-25 pound test. Fill your spools to within 1/4 inch of the rim, for that big one that
wants to run. After you have done this it's time to add a leader. | normally use 8-14 pound test
monofillament. If you are on a lake with a lot of

large fish go with heavier leaders. | use a swivel between my squid line and leader. This gives the bait
a chance to move around without twisting the line. It also makes it easier to change hooks, just buy the
pretied leaders and hook them on your swivel and you're ready to go fishing.

Finding Bait

Don't know what the fish are biting on? A stop at your local bait shop will get you some pretty good
tips on what is working. It's a good idea to pickup a couple different types of baitfish. You never know
what they are biting on today. Pick up a dozen of two different

types to get started. When hooking the bait on the hook I like to hook them just behind the dorsal fin.
Most fish will take the bait from the rear, so you want the hook where it

will do the most good.

On The Lake
Now you're on the lake with your traps in hand and you need to get to the fish. This is where your
auger comes in. Whether you opt for a hand auger or a power auger, you need
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to find a place to fish. A good place to start is around points, as fish use these spots to find bait fish
year round. If you know of a deep hole within walking distance, head out

there without further delay. Fish will hang on the edges of the hole looking for baitfish all year. Get that
auger powered up and let's drill some holes. Drill a couple to start with and

after you get a couple of traps set up drill the other three. Be sure to check your states lawbook as
some places restrict the number of traps. If you don't get any flags after a while, don't be afraid to
move.

That's just about it for getting started. Make sure you are dressed for the weather to make your day
more enjoyable. Don't forget the kids, they make good runners when the bait bucket is out by the last
trap in line.

Stay warm and good fishing.
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Great For Beginners — The Inflatable Sit—-On-Top Kayak
By Niall Barco

For beginners, inflatable kayaks are usually the place to start learning. Sit—on—top models have
introduced many people to this growing sport.

Inflatable kayaks are a great way to go for leisure and recreational purposes. Inflatable sit-on-top
kayaks are becoming more popular. Kayaking is catching on as the sport that everyone wants to try.

For those who can't spend much money or who may not yet be serious about kayaking, an inflatable
kayak may be the place to begin. They are adequate, and a variety of models are available, just like
their hard—shell brothers.

Inflatable, sit—-on—-top kayaks work on any type of water. They are durable enough to go into rough
waters without being punctured. Sit—on—-top kayaks usually have two seats on top of the kayak instead
of a seat inside like normal kayaks.

The advantage for beginners is the different style and technique of kayaking gained by sitting on top of
the boat. Beginners may want to try an inflatable, sit—-on—-top kayak. Traveling with them is easier, and
storing them is, too.

You want to make your first kayak experience the best that it can be. You will likely love the sport if you
have the best equipment. Inflatable, sit-on-top kayaks have advantages, including comfort and the fact
that you may well be more confident when you are on top of, instead of inside, the kayak.
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Top brands such as Hobie Cat and Coleman have unbeatable kayaks, so quality will never be a
problem.

You can find great deals, tips and news, information and reviews to help you
at

CanoesAndKayaks.info. Copyright http://www.canoesandkayaks.info. This article can be reproduced in
full as long as the resource box and live links remain intact.
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