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My son is a wonderful boy, an imaginative, active four year old with a set of rules for life all his own.
The rules that keep his four year old views in his perspective, the rules to life that make him, his own
person.

One of his "rules" is that his Elmo doll must go to bed with him each night. Sounds simple right? If you
are the mother of a child like mine you are snickering under your breath because you know.....one rule
has many others attached to it. These rules leave me each night in search of that ratty red little Elmo
doll that my son so dearly loves.

Elmo really gets around for a doll...

Elmo attends Owens breakfast, perched in front of what ever cartoon tends to be blaring at that
moment. Together they share a bowl of cereal as in, Owen spills it on the floor and uses poor Elmo to
wipe up any milk. I have learned never to ask Owen why he spilt his cereal ...because in his four year
old world, Elmo did it never Owen!

At the market Elmo rides in the cart with Owen, of course Elmo can not stay in the cart. He jumps out
at least 20 times but it is a rule I must not know this until he is three isles away or until some woman in
business attire gingerly walks up with Elmo in hand and hands him off to me like a disease , and
quickly walks away...most likely searching her purse for a Clorox wipe .
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The best game Elmo likes to play is bed time hide and seek. Owen perches on the edge of the bed,
howling like a mad man who's lost his best friend. So I franticly rip threw the house leaving no stone,
couch or toy box unturned, run our into the darkness to the car tossing aside coats snack wrappers
and other lost beloved lost toys. Back to the house checking the dryer, behind the toilet. Frazzled, I
return to the bed room to give my son the dreaded news that Elmo is gone.

There he is, my sweet little boy with his rosy angelical face, hugging his Elmo. For a moment I swear
that Elmo is smiling as if to say "I was here all along"
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Looking for Birthday Party Ideas? Here are some great ideas.

By Mike Yeager

Having a memorable birthday party means coming up with some great birthday party ideas. If you are
having a birthday party for your child or anyone who is a child at heart, you will want to plan it to be fun
and exciting! Birthday parties are a great excuse to meet friends and family and enjoy a day of laughter
and smiles. Having some basic plans for the day, will make in not only go smoothly, but it will allow the
planner time to enjoy themselves as well.

Think all you need to do is buy a few presents and a cake and call it a day? Doing some extra planning
makes it fun and enjoyable for everyone. For instance, take a few minutes at the nearest craft store or
maybe party supply store and look at all the birthday party supplies available. You will definitely find
things like birthday party invitations and decorations, but you will also find birthday party games and
even birthday party theme ideas! Especially if you are planning a kids birthday party, you will want to
pick a theme. Themes can range from children's characters like Elmo and Disney characters to simple
things like horses or cars. Find something that fits the child's tastes and interests well. You can usually
find table clothes, invitations, balloons, birthday party favors, and more to match the theme you have
chosen.

Of course, you can always make the birthday party a surprise! This element works well on just about
anyone. Try doing this with an adult who thinks their birthday has gone unnoticed. Or, a child who
thinks they are just getting a few toys and pizza! What a memory that will be! Don't want a surprise?
Try planning the birthday party as a nice dinner out with just the closest of friends. Find out what their
favorite restaurant is or favorite theme park. Make it a picnic or a day at the beach.

Birthday's aren't just about getting a few gifts. They are about family and friends celebrating the day a
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person special to them was born. They are about celebrating the life that person leads and showing
affections and respect. Make it special to that person. While you may enjoy a big party with lots of
people, others would rather a quiet night at home with a few close friends. Great food, great friends
and family, and a day planned in their honor will make any person feel special and feel important. This
is what we hope to gain in a birthday party, right?

Mike Yeager
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