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Using technology to gain and sustain an advantage to your business is crucial in today's highly
competitive environment. The Internet is creating a powerful marketing medium, virtually leveling the
advertising playing field for any business wishing to get acquainted with its potential. Understanding
the power of the web and the tools available that cost—effectively leverage the basics tenants of
advertising —— frequency and reach —- is important to the growth of your business. And should be an
active part of any savvy marketing plan.

Creating a strong e—presence will expand your business, enhance your customer service level and beat
out your sleepy, non Internet—-savvy competitors. Having an effective website begins the process, but
Internet related tools emerge daily. Exposing these tools that give competitive options to the vigilant
business owner and senior executive is part of Global Marketing's mission.

One such emerging e—tool is called the weblog or more commonly a "blog".

In a moment I'll explain the marketing advantage and advertising power of the blog', but first let me
explain what it is —— A blog is basically a "what's new page" or journal that is available on your website.
Think of it as a place on your website for the real-time exchange of ideas or information for customers,
and prospects. The activity of updating a blog is "blogging"” and someone who keeps a blog is a
"blogger.” Blogs are typically updated daily using software, which allows people with little or no
technical background to update and maintain the blog. Postings on a blog are almost always arranged
in chronological order with the most recent additions featured most prominently

Getting a blog up and running is a simple process. Should you wish to try one out to become more
aguatinted with the process go to Blogger owned by Google and in short order you will clearly
understand the mechanics and ease—of-use. Global Marketing suggests that you create your own blog
as an integral part of your e—presence prominently displayed on your web site. Creating a blog
particular to your business is easily accomplished through readily available software such as
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MovableType or Greymatter. Most of the blogging software firms offer free blog templates, which can
then be customized and designed to your specific business needs.

So why is a weblog important to your e-marketing activities, and how will it help expand business?

Search Engines love Blogs

Driving traffic to your web site is key in creating sales opportunity and making your e—presence more
than just a marketing expense. Attracting new traffic and motivating previous visitors to return is an
on—going and sometimes daunting process. A weblog provides stimulus to drive traffic to your site, if
done right.

Let me explain.

Currently, blogs tend to get great rankings in search engines. Why? Content and linking — key search
engine criteria in crawling the vast Internet for requested information. The more links your web site has
and the more frequently your content is updated causes the search engine to capture your site, and
normally at a higher ranking.

The power of your blog' is based on updated information, making them extremely rich in content. An
active weblog may be updated several times a day with new articles, thoughts and information. After
months or even weeks of inception, a blog can be seen as a wealth of topical knowledge driving people
to return again, and again.

Let's say you supply a product or service to a specific market. Your might create a number of weblogs
segmented by interest. For example, if your business provides products touting a certain technology
such as wireless, you may have a weblog geared to inform and exchange knowledge about wireless
technology — obviously slanted with your product or service in mind. Or if you were a business that has
multiple uses of your products you may want an applications' weblog. Whether it's technology or
technique, millions of times a day, people search the web for new, fresh information on various subject
matter. Blogs help them find their way to your website.

A well-run weblog also contains a wealth of links. Encouraging your blogging activity to post links
instead of long statements (no need to recreate information when they can point to a link on another
web site). Density of linking leads to high search engine rankings.

After you create your blog, your e-marketing activity to reach’' targeted customers is enhanced by
submitting your blog to traditional search engines such as Google or AltaVista. These are free
submittals. However, there are a number of search engines dedicated and focused on blogs —— Global
Marketing suggests starting here: BlogSearchEngine. Numerous others emerge weekly. Find as many
as possible that appear to connect with your targeted customers. And sign on there too.

Blogs benefit your media efforts

Blogs bring a new dimension to your media relations should you choose to use it. News and
industry—specific blogs have become the current forum to exchange ideas for the online community
thirsty for timely knowledge. Bloggers and blog readers are now seen as opinion leaders and early
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adopters. The blog is an indispensable component of today's online public relations campaign. Make
sure you get aboard.

If you are not utilizing the power of the web as an integral part of your marketing program and business
strategy, you are simply asleep! And your competition loves you for it.

In today's Internet-loving environment, you and your business should clearly understand the huge
benefits of an effectively designed and properly utilized e—presence. Using the Internet is virtually free,
and provides a worldwide customer reach for your message and product. Imagination is the only
limitation. Blogs will enhance your marketing efforts. Blogs quickly and easily offer current information
to your target market in a non-intrusive and timely manner while driving more traffic to your site.

Challenge your marketing group to invent other ways to utilize this emerging web—marketing
advantage.

Global Marketing Inc., is a leading business, marketing and sales consulting firm located in San Diego,
CA. With more than 25 years of experience we have the programs, ideas and assistance to help move

your company to its next level of performance.

Take action and call today for additional information on these ideas or other ways in which Global
Marketing can help enhance your Sales and Marketing efforts.

Blogging For Business — Great Reasons For Every Business To Start A Weblog
By John Jantsch

If Howard Dean's failed political campaign accomplished anything, | would say that it brought to the
mainstream the use of something called a weblog or "blog" as it known in cyberspace.

A blog is really nothing more than a diary uploaded to the Internet and until about the last 12 months
was the realm of the individual who saw it as a way to publish there random (and sometimes disturbed)
thoughts. The great thing about weblogs, and the growing set of software that is being created to
publish them, is that they are a tremendous business tool.

Weblogs allow you to create content and contact...and that is what your clients crave more than
anything.

| use a program (there is a free trial version) called PMachine to publish my weblog at
DuctTapeMarketing.com/weblog.php. This program allows me to simply make many entries and
updates and also allows readers to add comments. Better still, now seemingly random articles can be
sorted and searched by content or subject. My weblog is more like a content management system and
my readers seem to love it.
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Another great reason to explore the use of weblogs is that search engines seem to love them. Within
30 days of launching my weblog it became the most visited page on my fairly high traffic website.

So what is it about blogs that those little spiders love so much?

Here's a little secret, search engines crave content. Okay so maybe that's not such a secret but to look
at many websites you would think it so. The fact is that too many websites just sit there doing nothing
that the search engines admire. Providing content, not to mention fresh content, is one of the toughest
chores of anyone who maintains a website. But when it comes to generating traffic it is the most
important job.

Blogs, by their very nature, are all about content. In a commercial environment every blog entry is fresh
content. Get in the habit of making two, three, even four entries a week and you've got a content
building bonanza on your hands. Everyone knows you need new content to give visitors a reason to
come back; blogs just make the task so much easier.

Another advantage that blogs seem to currently possess over traditional web pages and sites is lack of
competition. While the number of bloggers grows daily, there are still relatively few commercial blog
sites. When | created my blog | found that it showed up in the number 3 spot in Google for the term
"Marketing Weblog" within about 3 weeks of launch. Not bad considering | did nothing to make it
happen.

There are a couple of other things you should do to make your weblog a traffic magnet. They aren't
really that different than tradition SEO tactics but the names and faces are unique to the blogging
world.

Use targeted keywords in your entry titles

No rocket science here but this tip can't be stated enough. Forget cute...go for titles that fit your
targeted keywords and phrases...even if they seem a bit awkward. (You do have targeted keywords
and phrases don't you?)

Register with Blog Search Engines - Search engines that specialize in blogs

Register with Tracking Services - These services note when a blog has been updated and publish an
ongoing list. They even keep track of the most updated and most visited weblogs. Plus you get to learn
what pinging is.

Trade Some Links

You don't need to get out of control on this one but a few "relevant” swapped links to related blogs can
boost your traffic.

Syndicate your content
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This one is way to technical to cover here but do some research on the term RSS and you may
discover ways to have your content and entries fed to sites that are hungry for the type of stuff you
write. Many of the popular weblog software packages have this capability built right in.

Copyright 2004 John Jantsch

John Jantsch is a marketing consultant based in Kansas City, Mo. He writes frequently on real world
small business marketing tactics and is the creator of "Duct Tape Marketing" a turn—key small business
marketing system. Check out his blog at
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