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In April, 2004, the FAA updated and revised the Practical Test Standards ("PTS") for the Instrument
Rating. The new standards went into effect October 1, 2004. Of particular interest to instrument flight
instructors ("CFII's") and pilots holding instrument ratings is a substantial change in the requirements
for administering an Instrument Proficiency Check ("IPC").

Prior to October 1, 2004, a CFII had discretion regarding what PTS tasks he or she could require for an
instrument rated pilot to demonstrate instrument proficiency. That discretion allowed a CFll to be
flexible in order to accommodate/address a pilot's strengths/weaknesses, as well as the pilot's aircraft,
instrumentation and intended missions. That is, the CFIl was allowed to decide what tasks the pilot
needed to accomplish in order to show the CFII that the pilot could competently operate an aircraft
solely with reference to the instruments.

Although this discretion presented the opportunity for a CFll to conduct an IPC with minimal
demonstration of ability by the pilot, most CFIl's required pilots to demonstrate sufficient skills and
competence to show that they could safely fly in instrument meteorological conditions ("IMC"). After all,
no responsible CFll wanted to be the last IPC sign-off in a pilot's logbook if the pilot was later in an
accident or incident: Too many questions to answer and potential liability for the CFII.

However, the revised PTS no longer give the CFII discretion in how an IPC is to be conducted or the
tasks to be performed. The current PTS now require completion of specific tasks including holds,
unusual attitudes, intercepting nav—aids and dme-arcs, precision, non—precision and circling
approaches, partial- panel and review of instruments and aircraft equipment.

Unfortunately, the removal of the CFlII's discretion seems to convert what used to be a learning
experience tailored to a pilot and his or her needs into what is more closely akin to an actual
check-ride. Under the prior PTS, a student and instructor could discuss and determine the appropriate
and/or necessary tasks to ensure that the pilot could demonstrate the necessary competency to pass
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an IPC. This allowed a pilot to use the IPC as a learning tool by agreeing with the instructor to review
or practice specific tasks on which the pilot may have felt he or she needed additional practice.

Under the revised PTS, all of the designated tasks must now be satisfactorily completed. Although a
pilot and instructor can still tailor the IPC to focus on tasks needing additional work, the remainder of
the designated tasks will still need to be completed. This will increase the time required for an IPC and
may deter pilots from spending the time and money for additional practice of specific tasks.

Another concern is the requirement that an IPC candidate must now perform a circling approach.
Unfortunately, this eliminates the opportunity for an IPC candidate to fully complete an IPC using a
computer—based trainer such as an Advanced AD. Although an Advanced AD will still qualify for
completion of a majority of the IPC requirements, if it does not have a wide, wrap—around display, a
circling approach will be impossible and this portion of the IPC will need to either be demonstrated in
an aircraft or in a simulator that is equipped for such an approach.

This new requirement also has the potential to increase the cost of an IPC for a pilot. If the pilot does
not have access to an appropriate computer based trainer, he or she will need to perform a circling
approach in an aircraft.

The revised PTS are here and are the standards for conducting an IPC. Pilots should keep in mind that
an IPC sign-off received after October 1, 2004 that does not comply with the revised PTS will not be
valid and may leave the pilot operating without instrument currency. Both pilots and their instructors
should review the revised PTS to fully understand what tasks are required for an IPC.

As always, fly safe and fly smart.

Choosing A Musical Instrument For Your Child
By Ciara McGrath

Many parents want to encourage their children to learn to play a musical instrument, to encourage
their musical development.

The first instrument is often a music keyboard. These are reasonably priced and stimulate an interest
in music even in very young children. Ask your school music teacher for advice, because some of the
very low cost keyboards are very limited. The higher priced keyboards play notes softer if they are hit
less hard, more like a piano.

Your child may enjoy the sound of a particluar instrument. This can be a major motivational factor, so it
is a good idea to go with the child's ideas, at least initially. Many children change the instrument they
play in the first few years of their music education.

Many children may find it easier to play woodwind instruments like a clarinet than brass instruments
like trumpets and trombones. Woodwind instruments do not require the lip vibrations that brass players
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need.

Most children's choice of instrument is a matter of chance. It depends on what instrument is favored by
visiting music tutors.

There are more professional violinists than players of any other instrument. This is one reason parents
often encourage their children to take up the violin. Buying a violin is a tricky business.

You can buy a violin for less than 70 dollars on the Internet. Should you buy it? Never.
A violin is not just a pair of shoes. Shoes are designed to be used and thrown away when they wears
out. A well-made violin will last for hundreds of years. The 70 dollar violin above should just be thrown

away. Buying one for your child is a waste of 70 dollars.

If your child is taking up the violin, or any instrument, it might be an idea to rent rather than buy, until
you see how your child takes to the instrument. That is the point at which you should consider buying.

Buy the best instrument you can afford. Price is definitely linked with tonal quality. Listen to a range of
violins, pianos or trumpets being played by the musician in the retailers. You will notice differences
between the different instruments. Always buy a musical instrument you and your child like the sound
from. Musical training will attune the child's ear to any deficiency in the instrument you buy, and this will
detract from the pleasure he or she gains from playing it.

Ciara McGrath is a full time mother to four teenage daughters. Find more articles at

. For more music info visit
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