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Properly linking the various pages on your website, is one of the most important things you should do
to assure your site receives the full attention it deserves from the various search engines.
Why ?

well, firstly, a search engine might not be able to find and spider all your pages, if there isn't good
interlinking between your website's pages. Not having a good website structure might also "confuse"
the search engines in building a good "picture” of your website's pages and structure.

This could in the end seriously hamper your search engine rankings for certain keywords. We have
tried this concept on a trial and error basis, and believe me — it works ! Also, for the sake of clients,
potential clients and surfers of your site — there's nothing more frustrating when visiting a site and not
knowing where you are on the site, not knowing what else your site offers, and finally not knowing how
to get there .... you might just as well give your site a death sentence right now.

Let's say you offer a wide selection of a specific product and have it illustrated over 4-5 pages.
Wouldn't it be logical to have a horizontal linking system between all these pages ? Yes, you would
say, but we still see plenty of sites that don't — just adding again to their site's visitors frustrations. So
instead of expecting the visitor to go back to an index or menu page all the time, also give them the
option of browsing between pages — as long as you make a note for them where they are on the site !
Eg. Bracelets page 2 of 5.

How

This starts with having a good structured contents page or a site map as it's referred to these days. |
would spend a great deal of time with structuring this page if | were you ! Also look at the title and
description tags, and add relevant keywords to go with the contents on this page. This will help your
rankings along more than it wouldn't ...
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You can look at this page as if it was your sites yellow pages & index all in one. Imagine how difficult it
would be for a person trying to find a specific stamp in a stamp catalogue with over 1500 pages. Let's
add to this a few other volumes. Eg. 4 more volumes of 1500 pages each. Remember, you, the
webmaster might know your site plus it's structure, but a first time visitor doesn't ! Help them by having
a good linking system between sections, as well as between various pages of a section. Also
remember to include a link from all your pages to your main page.

Links to other important sections, like "about us" and "contact us" is always appreciated. Don't let you
visitors go surf for it. Remember, you don't know though which page a visitor will enter you site, and
first impressions normally last .... if the visitor doesn't like the page he lands on your site, he/she will
surely not make any attempt to look further. You will loose a potential client.

Should you fail to properly structure and link your web pages, your site will become like a jungle : the
main sections bigger trees, pages little trees, paragraphs the branches and information the leaves.
Your visitors will feel like a monkey let loose in a new forest ! Now go and properly re—structure your
site. Thanks for your time.

Brian is a freelance writer, website marketing expert & webmaster of 3 websites, including
Rankadvance at http://www.rankadvance.com

Wiki — What SEOs can learn from it

By Rob Sullivan

I've been actively researching ways to quickly and effectively build content to websites. And while
blogs tend to be near the top of the list, there are other opportunities out there.

One such opportunity is a Wiki. And while a Wiki won't suit all sites, there are those that can use a
Wiki effectively. If you think you are one of those sites, take a look at this article.

What is a Wiki?

Wiki is a piece of server software that allows users to freely create and edit web page content using
any Web browser. Wiki supports hyperlinks and has a simple text syntax for creating new pages and
links between internal pages on the fly.

Wiki is unusual among group communication mechanisms in that it allows the organization of
contributions to be edited in addition to the content itself.

Like many simple concepts, "open editing" has some profound and subtle effects on Wiki usage.
Allowing everyday users to create and edit any page in a Web site is exciting in that it encourages
democratic use of the Web and promotes content composition by nontechnical users.
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A History of Wiki

The first ever Wiki site was created for the Portland Pattern Repository in 1995. That site now hosts
tens of thousands of pages. Since then they have grown to become one of the most popular
community and web based applications available.

One of the most well known and popular Wiki projects is the Wikipedia.
Why Use a Wiki?

Wikis are growing at a phenomenal pace. This is because, at their core, they are about as simple as
can be. That simplicity means that people find them easy to use, just like e-mail and blogs and like
e—mail and blogs, Wikis also perform a very useful service in a simple way. A Wiki allows a group of
people to enter and communally add or edit entries. These entries can be viewed and edited by
anyone who visits the Wiki.

What this means is that, when you come to a Wiki, you are able to read what the Wiki's community has
written. By clicking an "edit" button on an article, you are able to edit the article's text. You can add or
change anything you like in the article you are reading.

This simplicity and the utter openness of a Wiki cause many people to instantly reject the idea. They
assume that because anyone can edit a Wiki at any time, the Wiki must be flawed. But Wiki supporters
claim this is an incorrect assumption.

This is because users involved in Wikis tend to be self policing. They check and re—check facts entered

by themselves and others. Much like bloggers who can spot a spam blog quickly, Wiki users also know
when a Wiki looks fraudulent.

Also, while not many Wiki employ it, there is the ability to have editorial control over the Wiki. That
means that the Wiki owner can hold approval rights to all entries. Plus many Wikis require a simple
registration before allowing entry or editing of articles.

SEM Benefits of Wiki

The biggest benefit of a Wiki likes in its use of heavy interlinking between pages. As a Wiki grows to
become a resource it refers to itself more and more often through these links. For example, look at this
wikipedia page about Wikis:

One would think that such heavy interlinking would cause the search engine to review the site more
closely, potentially marking the site as spam. However, provided the site is useful, and because of the
fact that it is a Wiki, search engines tend to let this type of heavy interlinking pass their usually rigorous
spam tests.

Also, because it is community based, the Wiki provides an almost endless supply of new and fresh
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content to the website.
Wiki Resources

If you are interested in Wiki projects and how you could perhaps use one on your site, take a look at
these resources.

Rob Sullivan is a SEO Consultant and Writer for
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