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International Baccalurette Programs Heat Up Charlotte
By Stacy Andell
Davidson IB Middle Wins Schools of Distinction Award

The science program at Davidson IB Middle, one of the schools in the Charlotte - Mecklenburg area,
has been recognized as a School of Distinction by Intel and Scholastic. Intel, the world renowned
computer chip maker, and Scholastic, a leader in textbooks and educational materials, chose Davidson
for honors in the field of science achievement, bringing both pride and bragging rights to Charlotte
schools. As the principal of Davidson states, "This award is a testament to the dedication of my
students, teachers, parents and the community. My entire staff works together to make sure our
students get an excellent education."”

How Davidson was Chosen

Intel and Scholastic seem to agree. They awarded Davidson the Schools of Distinction Award after
evaluating the school on a number of criteria. Among other things, Davidson showed its strengths in
strategies for incorporating critical thinking skills; hands - on investigative experiences, and project -
based learning. Davidson, like other Charlotte schools, is challenging the next generation of scientists
and engineers with its comprehensive science program. The Intel and Scholastic award will help the
school to further its science education goals and set a positive example for other Charlotte schools in
the areas of science education.

The winning schools were chosen in each of the following eight categories: academic achievement,
literacy achievement, mathematics achievement, science achievement, technology excellence,
leadership excellence, professional development, and collaboration and teamwork. Davidson, as an
exceptional Charlotte school, looks forward to using this award to help continue to build a competitive
science program and lead the nation in science education innovation.

What Does Winning Mean for Davidson and Charlotte Schools?
As recipients of this prestigious award, Davidson 1B Middle will receive a $10,000 grant from the Intel

Foundation and several other prizes ranging from curriculum materials and professional development
resources to computer hardware and software. All of these things will help Davidson stay on the cutting
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edge of science education and fulfill the goal of constant improvement and innovation in educating
future scientists. In addition to these monetary prizes, the school also puts Charlotte schools in the
map as a place of science and math strength among national secondary schools.

What's Special About Davidson

Davidson is one of many Charlotte schools that is taking the forefront in science education and it
shows. While Davidson has won national recognition for its programs, the real work is the daily
learning that takes places at Davidson and other Charlotte schools. As part of the International
Baccalareute Program, Davidson focuses on providing real world connections between textbook
learning and applications. Some of the projects done at Davidson serve as a model for other Charlotte
schools. These projects included using a special backyard stream to learn about biology as well as real
world chemistry applications, such as water quality tests.

Davidson is lucky to have many local community partners to help in its quest for high level science
education. As a Charlotte school, Davidson works alongside Davidson College on environmental
studies projects with university professors and resources. Because of its unique position, Davidson has
won both state and national competitions, leading to its rank of 15 overall in the United States.

Stacy Andell is a staff writer for Schools K-12, providing free, in—depth reports on all U.S. public and
private K-12 schools. For more information on schools visit

http://www.schoolsk—-12.com/North—Carolina/Charlotte/index.html

Charlotte Schools Team Up With Local Businesses To Improve Schools
By Stacy Andell
Office Max Donates Funds to Charlotte Schools

One Charlotte Schools ' member started off the school year with a big boon. Nations Ford Elementary
School has received a $5,000 donation from Office Max. This donation is linked to the opening of a
brand new Office Max in Rivergate Town Center on Sept. 6. Charlotte School's teachers from Nations
Ford Elementary Schools were invited to the grand opening ceremony where they could purchase
additional school supplies for their classrooms. This donation will help the teachers get much needed
supplies for their students and classrooms.

Along with the $5,000 donation, teachers received pre—packaged "goody" bags filled with office
supplies and barbeque from Damon's restaurant. The whole ceremony had a very festive feel.
Customers can sign -up for a give away featuring $1,000 shopping sprees and other prizes.

Charlotte Schools Join Up with The United Way

The United Way has a long history in the Charlotte area. The United Way currently operates three
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programs with the Charlotte Schools: Right Moves for You, A Child's Place and Communities in
Schools. Charlotte Schools launched its United Way fundraising campaign on September 21. A rally
was held where the Charlotte Schools' Superintendent Peter Gorman and United Way 2006 regional
campaign chair Michael Baker spoke. Preschoolers from the Charlotte Schools also joined the rally in
order to say thank you to the donors who help meet the year's goal of $44 million. This partnership not
only raises funds for the students and children in the Charlotte area but allows students to interact with
adults who offer positive influences.

Charlotte Schools' School Resource Officer Program

The Charlotte Schools' School Resource Officer Program is a joint program with Charlotte Schools and
the local police force. The program puts police officers in Charlotte Schools were they can help teach
the students about character and safety while providing advice on security to Charlotte Schools. A
current School Resource Officer Robert Kierce received a standing ovation after returning from ten
months of active duty in Irag to Charlotte School's Jay M. Robinson School.

Kierce was very surprised when the students and Parents welcomed him back to the School Resource
Officer position at Jay M. Robinson School. Originally when he left for Iraq with the Marine Corps in
June of 2005, the Jay M. Robinson School gave him a send off parade and gave him gifts of phone
cards and coloring books for Iraqgi children.

Kierce, who has a forensics science degree, will spend time in science classrooms this school year, as
well as in history classes, where he plans to talk about some of his experiences in Irag. He is slowly
returning to the routine as the school year begins. Kierce has worked with the Charlotte Schools in the
School Resource Officer Program for about seven years.

Charlotte Schools and V101.9 FM Launches "Terrific Teacher Tuesday"

Charlotte Schools is partnering with V101.9 FM to create "Terrific Teacher Tuesday." This program
was created to reward elementary school teachers in the Charlotte Schools. On the second Tuesday of
the month, V101.9 FM will introduce a teacher and discuss why this teacher is a good teacher. Then
the radio station will choose a winner by announcing it on air and then visiting the teacher at school.
Teachers can be nominated by parents, students, and staff at all Charlotte Schools' Elementary
Schools by writing a 100 word description of why this teacher is terrific.

Patricia Hawke is a staff writer for Schools K-12, providing free, in—depth reports on all U.S. public and
private K-12 schools. For more information on Charlotte schools visit

http://www.schoolsk—12.com/north—carolina/charlotte/index.html
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