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Internships Help Golf School Graduates Find Jobs

By Andy West

San Diego Golf Academy, a network of five golf schools with a long−standing reputation for quality

golf education, knows the important role that internships play in the placement of their program
graduates. As part of their educational program, SDGA offers internships that relate to golf careers: for
example, internships with Troon Golf, the world leader in luxury golf resorts, are available to students
at all SDGA locations.

But why do golf schools such as San Diego Golf Academy go out of their way to provide their students
with the on−the−job training and experience they get from an internship? As Paul Zagnoni, President of
SDGA, tells it, internships bridge the gap between an education and a livelihood.

"Participating in an internship is an important part of preparing for a golf career," said Zagnoni.
"Internships allow students to experience firsthand what golf jobs are like, as well as providing
hands−on experience that will help students find golf jobs after graduation."

Troon Golf's internships, which are available to 3rd and 4th semester students at all San Diego Golf
Academy golf schools, will allow students to experience a variety of golf jobs. Although interns will be
paid only minimum wage for 20 hours of work per week, the 12−week programs are worth much more
than the income they generate: students will find out firsthand what a golf career will be like.

Internships also allow golf school students to learn about the employers in their field. An internship with
Troon Golf, a company that prides itself on providing the best golfing experience that money can buy,
allows students to see how a luxury golf resort operates - from its five−star service to its superior
playing facilities and equipment. Regardless of whether the students pursue golf jobs in the same field
after graduation, having interned with such a distinguished company will open many doors for them.
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Many golf schools, such as San Diego Golf Academy, also provide students and graduates with an
important resource to help them find golf jobs and internships: a guaranteed job placement service.
GolFutures, SDGA's golf employment company, successfully places more than 85% of their graduates
in golf jobs. In addition to providing golf internships for the students, many golf resorts and other
employers - such as Troon Golf - list golf job openings with the school's placement office.

There are many factors that go into a successful golf career. Although education from a good golf
school is important, it is actually job experience that opens doors in the field. For this reason,
internships are an important part of the golf school experience, as they give students the opportunity to
gain job experience prior to graduation.

Andy West is a freelance writer and communications specialist for SDGA. San Diego Golf Academy is
a premier golf school with five locations across the United States. For more information on starting a
golf career, please visit

http://www.sdgagolf.com
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Why Intern?

The job market is tight and the fact is we all need to get−in where we can fit−in. Graduates are
scrambling to find a job but that is not going to be easy. Employers are expecting more from graduates
than they did a couple years ago. One thing that has not changed is the employer's desire for
experience. One way to get experience is through internships. Internships can be an advantage to you
in many ways.

First, an internship will give you the experience that so many employers are looking for. Noooo..., you
will not get an executives position, but you will be better qualified than some of your fellow recent
graduates. You may get real world experience in areas that you are not learning in school. It may be
with software that your classes don't cover or methods of solving problems that you didn't previously
learn. You actually might get to find out why you need to the Pythagorean Theorem or maybe not. But
you do get the experience.

Secondly, an internship is the way for you to network and networking is important. Networking allows
you to rub shoulders with people that do what you want to do and know those that do what you want to
do. Many jobs are often obtained in the hidden job market, jobs that are not publicly advertised. Who
gets these hidden jobs? Somebody who knows somebody.
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Thirdly, you can get a great reference for when you apply for jobs in the future. If you prove yourself
well you will most likely get a glowing recommendation from the company you interned. In fact, you
may actually get a job with the company. They know you and have already established a relationship
with you. They also see the skills and abilities that you will bring to their business.

Fourth, most internships offer the opportunity to earn credits from your school. So an internship can be
thought of as an elective class.

Fifth, an internship can be paid. That just speaks for itself.

Most importantly, you will find out if this career that your going to school for and shelling out thousands
of dollars for is really for you. You can switch your major now instead of wasting years in a job you
cannot stand. Instead of coming back to school to shell out thousands more dollars to pursue the
career you really like.
Why not intern?

Sheena Salmon is web site designer based in Tampa, Fl. She own and operates
UpstreamCreations.comhttp://www.upstreamcreations.com
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