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Are you thinking about dog obedience school? Do you know what to expect out of it? Do you know
what it costs or where to find a good school?

If not, let me help take out some of the mystery of finding one to make sure you and your dog get the
best experience you can.

If you have searched the web in this topic, you probably found some sites that are basically search
engines within search engines, no real information about dog obedience schools. Or you might have
found some obedience schools that were on the other side of the country. Needless to say, neither one
was of much use.

Chances are you have a dog obedience school of some sort in your town, unless you've got a
population of less than 20,000. In that event, you might need to opt for dog training videos or books,
and | will go over some good resources for that later.

The first thing | want you to do is look for someone with proven experience. You can start in the yellow
pages and look under "Dog Training" as opposed to "dog obedience school."

Ask a LOT of questions. These people are going to be molding the mind of your impressionable pup
and you want to know that it's a good fit.

Ask things like:

What will the dog be taught?

What is the success rate?

What happens if you're not satisfied

Will you be taught how to continue with your dogs new training?

What are their methods of correction when the dog disobeys?

Visit the facility too. Check it out. Meet the trainers and see how they act with people and dogs.
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Ask if you can watch a training session or a video of a session so you get an idea of what your dog will
be subjected to.

Don't make a final decision on a dog obedience school until your dog has met the trainers. Dogs are
extremely good judges of character.

For the most part, someone in this line of work is going to be a good person and a dog lover. Some,
however, will be doing it just to get a paycheck and may not have your pal's best interest in mind.

If your dog doesn't like them... take another route.

You might want to consider the local 4-H club. 4-H is where | learned how to train my own dog as a
child. It isn't a dog obedience school in the traditional sense. It teaches kids how to train their dogs, or
a friend's dog. It's a youth education program and it provides many facets of education, one of which is
often dog training.

Read more about dog training videos if you would like an alternative to dog obedience school.

Tina Spriggs is an expert dog lover whose lifelong interest in canines provides the motivation for her
site. To learn more about dogs or to find gifts and toys for them visit her site
Dog-Gifts—and-Toys—for-Dog-Lovers.com. Copyright 2004. All rights reserved.

How A Dog Obedience School Changed My Life
By Paul Thomas

A few years back | took my dog to an obedience school because it was acting crazy most of the time.
After attending a couple of classes | realized that it was not my dog who was acting crazy, it was me.

When you join a dog obedience school you learn how to train your dog to behave appropriately. In the
first stages of training puppies, it is very common that their owners take them to a dog obedience
school.

The training is usually done in small groups, where in addition to train the dog itself, it also teaches the
dog's owner how to train, scold and praise the dog.

Actually, a professional dog trainer does not really train the dog; he is training the dog's owner how to
do the training. You can, though, send you dog away to a dog training school alone. But you as the
owner must still learn skills to reinforce what the dog has learnt on the dog school. If you attend a class
together with your dog, you and your dog have a much better chance of learning more about each
other as a team under professional guidance.

Every person who has to handle the dog should take part in the training to ensure consistent methods
and commands. Or else the dog can get very confused.



Is Dog Obedience School for You?

| felt like quitting a lot of times because it was harder to change my own behavior than changing my
dog's behavior. | had to learn how to praise my dog more than scolding it. | was amazed.

The strange thing is that, because | started to look at myself in a new perspective, it suddenly came
very clear to me that; it was not just my relationship to my dog that needed to change. It was my
attitude towards other people as well. A huge eye—opener, that was hard to swallow. And when | look
back | can truly say that attending that dog obedience school really changed my life. | would not be the
person | am today. And that counts both towards dogs as well as people.

If you are in doubt about whether you should attend a class with your dog or not - don't be.

Thank you for your time.

Much more information about

on this website. Go check it out!
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