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Is Your Teen An Entrepreneur?
By Joelle Davidson
Are you hoping you've got your own Bill Gates in the making in your home? As a parent you can

probably tell pretty easily whether or not the entrepreneurial spirit is evident in your child. Some kids
make it very obvious that the regular nine—to—five will not be a part of their future. For others, you might
need to investigate a bit further to see.

Ask these simple questions about your teen to see if your teen has the entrepreneurial spirit. If your
answer is "yes" to one or more, you probably do.

1. Does she ask what she can do to earn more allowance? Is she willing to take on jobs around the
house instead of hanging out at the mall with her pals? Does she do her chores and work with vigor
and excellence?

2. Did she have the best lemonade stand on the block? Did she go the extra mile to make sure that her
stand was profitable and her product and service brought back customers over and over again?

3. Does she value flexibility and independence more than the "sure thing" of an hourly job? Does she
make comments about wanting something "more" than just flipping burgers or selling pink t—shirts?

4. Does she work well on her own? In her free time is she thinking of other ways to make money or
start a business? When you give her a job or chore around the house does she jump in and do it
quickly and efficiently?

5. Is she a self-learner? ? Does she spend time researching and reading for her schoolwork and
outside of that? Does she enjoy finding out more about how to use the computer to her advantage?

If, indeed, you do have a young entrepreneur budding in your midst, you might want to start her off now
in a business of her own even now, before the college bills start piling up! It will serve her well now and
in the future!

Joelle Davidson welcomes you to
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http://mwww.showkidsthemoney.com
where you'll find plenty of free

information to help your kids start their own businesses.

I've Learned To Love Teen Art
By Martin Stoleman

| have loved art for as long as | can remember. As a child | spent hour after hour doing art projects of
all kinds with my mother and my siblings. We would paint, practice sewing or create things out of clay
for hours on end. | never knew that the amount of art projects we worked on was abnormal until | got a
bit older and heard all of my friends and school talking about their years of playing with trucks and
action figures or being outside building forts. | guess our mother wanted us to be well rounded
individuals so she started us on all things art from the start. | don't remember exactly what kind of teen
art | created during my formative years, but | do know that it wasn't until recently that | learned to
appreciate teen art.

To the surprise of no one that | knew, | decided to become an art teacher when | went to college. |
loved art so much that | couldn't think of a better way to spend my days than on teaching children and
teens more about the things | loved. | enjoyed my elementary aged students immensely from the
beginning. | loved their curiosity and | enjoyed the way they saw art. It was the teen art that my junior
high aged students were creating that took me a while to adjust to.

The thing about teen art is that it is less than traditional and often it needs to be classified outside of
any established genres of art. The teens in my art classes saw art in a much different way than |
expected, and hence their work was much different as well. | would give them an assignment and they
would create work so unlike what | had asked for and yet so creative that | couldn't complain.

| have realized that teen art needs to be a genre of art all by itself. Why? I've determined that teen art
is so unique because of the time of life that it represents. Teens are going through the ultimate time of
transition, so it makes sense that their art would have a particular perspective and slant. And as
different as teen art can often be, | have learned to appreciate it. | have learned to see it through the
eyes of a teenager exploring the world and trying to make sense of their place in the world.

If you have a teenager who likes to play around with any art form, then you probably know exactly what
I'm talking about with teen art. In fact, you've probably had similar issues in trying to recognize, define
or categorize the art work that seems to make your teen come alive. My advice to you is this: teen art
is something entirely of its own kind. Stop trying to make teen art into something else, and instead just
enjoy it for what it is.

Martin Stoleman is an elementary and junior high school art teacher. He loves working with students
and seeing what kinds of teen art they will come up with next. See
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