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In the process of designing a website for clients the question inevitibly arises "How do I get a good
search engine ranking?". This is a very good point and the answer is not as clear cut as you may think.

A high search engine ranking means that your website will appear on the first page of a search engine,
when someone searches for the subject of your website. For example if you were a babysitter, then
you would want to appear on the first page of results whenever someone typed in "babysitter" into their
favourite website. If you sold CDs you would want to be on the first page of any search engine results
whenever someone typed in "CD".

Many search engines and marketing tools say that you need to be on the first 3 pages of search
engine results, but I say that is incorrect, you need to be on the first page. My reasoning is this: how
often have you gone past the first page when you have been looking for something in a search engine?
10% of the time? Almost never? I'm the same. If you or I don't go past the first page, prospective
customers won't either.

There are a lot of companies that make a lot of money out of selling products that increase your search
engine ranking. Before you start to spend your hard earned cash − take a moment to read this article
and determine if you and your business actually needs a high ranking in a search engine.

When someone asks me "How do I get a good search engine ranking?" my advice is to think of:
What you wish to achieve with this site Your customer Demographic What other marketing plans you
have.

Lets go through these points one by one:

What you wish to achieve with this site
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Ask yourself: What is my product/service Will people be searching for my product, my service or
myself via a search engine? Is a web presence all I want/need?

The key answer you are looking for is the answer to question number 2. Will people, who have never
or only vagely heard about me be searching for my product or service? If the answer is no, then a high
search engine ranking won't do much for you.

If you just want a "web presence" (pretty much having a website cause you think its a good idea, but it
is quite a passive part of your marketing. i.e. You have one cause your customers expect to have one)
the search engine ranking will mean nothing to you. The aim of the site ("web presence") is achieved −
your company is present on a website!

Many companies just want/need a web presence. The web is a great place to put their catalogues and

brochures, so that a customer does not have to keep receiving mailings of the latest catalogue. The
customer can simply log on to the web and then download up to date information on your company.
This sort of website is great for general information about yourself and your company with the
understanding that if a customer wanted more specific information then they would call you. In this
case a high search engine ranking is not important, beacuse your customer already know that you
have a website and already know its URL.

If, however you have an online product, such as an e−book, and want to sell it online, then yes, you will
need a high search engine ranking in addition to your other marketing efforts. A high ranking will allow
you to get new customers who have never heard of you before, but are interested in what your book
has to say.

Your Customer Demographic

Ask yourself: Where do I get customers from now? What sort of customer are they i.e. Do my
customers use the Web for MY service? If you want to use the site as a main marketing tool then
maybe a search engine ranking is important. If you believe that a customer may be searching for
"babysitters" on the web, and you have a babysitter then YES − you need a good search engine
ranking.

By thinking about your customer demographic and how they come to your business you can determine
if a high search ranking is needed. For example if you are a word of mouth business then having a
website for your business is fairly useless unless you are only seeking a "web presence".

If your customers will come to your site as the result of some other media advertising you are doing
(TV, Radio, Newspaper etc) then a high search ranking is not important.

If you have the sort of business where your customers will be searching on the web for you, but dont
know who you are then yes, a high search engine ranking is important. For example, if you sell DVDs
then people dont really care who they buy from, if the price is right − they will be just searching for DVD
in their favourite search engine and if your are in the front page, they will click on you and probably
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buy. So in this case it is worth seeking a high ranking.

What other marketing plans you have.

Ask yourself: How else do I market? What is my main form of getting customers? If you are
advertising through other media, such as TV, Radio, Newpaper, Flyers etc then it is necessary to think
about if you will be needing customers to come from your website. If your website is printed on all your
literature than a high search engine ranking is not important. If your customers see your product and
want it − they will visit your website for more info.

A high search engine ranking is only important if people will be searching for your product or service on
a search engine. If you don't think that your prospective customer's will be using the web to find your
product then a high search engine ranking is not required.

Conclusion

When it all comes down to it, you are a busy business owner. You don't want to be expending effort on
something that will not reap you any benefits. For most small to medium businesses you will find that a

high search engine ranking is not important as most of their customers come from other media. Most
small to medium businesses need a web presence but in most cases it is not worth the effort to get a
high search engine ranking.

A high search engine ranking is only important if you expect to get customers who have never heard of
you before searching for your product or service. Most small businesses do not fit this description.

Andy White has build approximately 224 websites in the last 12 months, specialising in small to
medium business websites. He also runs a growing website entitled

which is

designed to be a one stop shop for your website marketing needs. He is based in Adelaide, Australia.

Why Ranking High On Search Engines Is Not Enough

By Steve Pavis

There's a war going on in the web−−the battle for people's attention. With thousands of websites
competing even under the most obscure categories, ranking high on search engines has become like
the Holy Grail of the Modern Era. This is especially true for companies whose goods and products are
relatively common.

There are over 3,000 entries for scrapbook papers, and over 5,000 entries on recipes. Faced with this
kind of competition, ranking high on search engines seems almost impossible.
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Not impossible, although be prepared to put up quite a long fight. Search engine promotion know the
secrets to ranking high on search engines, and increase search engine ranking even in relatively
difficult niches.

They do warn, however, that ranking high on search engines is a daily battle. Just as you are pulling
out all the stops for the sole goal of ranking high on search engines, so are your competitors. Ground is
gained and lost everyday. So one moment, you're ranking high on search engines, and the next, you're
not.

That's why experts say that ranking high on search engines is not the only way to win the Internet war
or secure your home business profits. . In fact, ranking high on search engines isn't even the way to
ensure sales. The most ranking high on search engines can do is to bring people to your website. But it
does not get them to make a sale−−they can still visit other sites and choose to buy from them. So you
need to complement ranking high on search engines with good customer service, competitive prices,
and a good reputation.

A good reputation is a function of the kind of reviews you get from other related websites. If others like
your content and choose to link to you, you get their "seal of approval" while also driving up your link
network, a big factor in ranking high on search engines.

It's also important to penetrate forums invite others to check out your site, or if you have the budget, to
invest in advertising or promotions. This helps start word of mouth. So even if ranking high on search
engines fluctuates, you still get traffic,

Ranking high on search engines is important. In fact, ranking high on search engines should be one of
your business priorities. But ranking high on search engines is not enough. You should complement
ranking high on search engines with other internet marketing and promotions efforts. That way, you win
the war on many fronts.

To learn more about how to claim $50 in FREE Advertising, plus easily earn Pay−Per−Click money to
promote your Web site(s), go to

Steve pavis tries to be at

the cutting edge of new concepts that are profitable for the small to medium size business, who need
all the help they can get. Go see
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