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Throughout the past few years downloading music on the internet
has increased in popularity. At the same time though, it has
become illegal through many companies to download music as
musicians and artists have been losing money on their CD sales.
With many people being sued in the past couple years for
downloading music, is it really possible to download music

legally anymore? If so, at what price will it cost you to

download music?

As music sites such as Napster and Kazaa and many more have
attempted to create sites to download music for free, they have
just increased the problem that much more. Some of the users of
these programs have learned the hard way that music does not
come free, as they were sued for illegally downloading music.

Today there are many sites in which you can download music at
where they claim it is 100% legal. The latest music file

formats used are Windows® Media (WMA), Advanced Acoustic Coding
(AAC) and Atrac 3, and are very popular as it increases the

sound quality making it closer to an actual CD bought in stores.
Another great advantage is that many sites such as

SonicSelector Service on MSN allow you to preview the music

before buying it. Many sites today also offer a three—day trial

of their music downloading site, and then after that you will

have to begin paying a monthly fee. So it is possible to
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download music legally online, but at what cost?

Pressplay.com offers unlimited music for a price of $9.95 per
month and then you also have to install the software from their
site. The downloaded music is non—-burnable and once your
subscription runs out you no longer have access to any of your
songs. Rhapsody at listen.com also charges $9.95 per month for
non-burnable music, but instead of downloading the music you
download a music player that gives you access to the songs.

Now you can download music and you know the basic price per
month for non—-burnable songs. However, most people download

music so that they can burn their favorite CD with a variety of
songs. Transferring these songs onto a CD or a personal MP3
player will cost you even more. Many sites offer packages for
songs capable of burning as oppose to a set price per song.

For example, Pressplay offers 5 burnable songs for $5.95, 10
burnable songs for $9.95, 20 burnable songs for $18.95, and then
on top of those prices you are still required to pay the monthly
fee to use the program. MusicNet offers a package for $17.95 a
month that comes with unlimited downloading music and 10
burnable songs.

There are other sites such as apple.com/itunes that is priced at
99 cents to download a song and there is no monthly fee, but you
must own a Mac in order to do this. Sites such as mp3.com,
peoplesound.com, and soundclick.com all offer free music to
download and burn. The catch is that these sites offer a

majority of unknown artists and songs.

With the exception of the last few sites | have mentioned, you
will find a relatively large selection of music to choose from

in all of these sites. Not one of the sites offers less than
300,000 songs to choose from with all of the biggest names in
the music industry such as Eminem, Britney Spears, and even
oldies such as Elvis, The Beatles, and Frank Sinatra.

There are websites out there that are 100% legal for you to
download music at. The question now is how much money are you
willing to pay to download all of the hottest songs today, and

are you willing to pay extra to put those songs onto a CD?

Jeff Schuman is the creator of Best—-MP3—-Music—-Downloads.comwhere you can buy CD's and find all
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Music Downloads - Staying Legal
By Ciara McGrath

There are many music download sites on the Internet, though the legality of some of these services is
debatable and the companies that produce CDs and records are trying to close some down.

The concept these sites use to justify what they do is that of file sharing between individual members.
File sharing is probably legal, but the file sharing of copyright material may not be legal.

The MP3 format has changed the face of music. Music and speech can be converted to MP3 files
easily. Some detail is lost but this is not detectable on most MP3 players. MP3 files take up much less
space on a hard drive than a conventional audio file. This allows personal MP3 players to hold
hundreds of MP3 files on their hard drives, whereas they would only hold 10 —20 conventional audio
files.

Music download sites hold a database of files belonging to their members and you access members'
own computers to download the music MP3 files you are searching for. Many of the music files have
viruses in them, sometimes deliberately put there. Many more files contain spy—ware, giving the
provider access to data on your Internet use or even files on your computer.

Some of the download sites themselves install spy—ware on your computer and then sell the
information gathered to third party users.

Better, probably, to pay the small monthly download fee from paying sites and download your MP3
music legally and in safety. This way the artist gets rewarded for their effort, and it only seems fair to
pay them for the entertainment they give us. If you like an artist or group then encourage them to
produce more music of the same type by paying the small fee that is asked, and stay legal at the same
time.

Ciara McGrath has four teenage daughters. She travels widely. For more articles click

. For more related info visit
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