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James Taylor − A Musical Icon Returns To The Stage

By Jay Nault

When someone mentions James Taylor, images of a soft acoustic guitar and mellow ballads ring in

people's heads. Taylor is known as much for his style as he is for his hits, but few understand the trials
and tribulations he overcame throughout his life on his way to becoming one of the most recognizable
singers and songwriters in history. A look at his life will allow those who are lucky enough to see Taylor
live understand the entire story he tells every time he takes the stage.

Early Life

James Vernon Taylor was born on March 12, 1948 in Boston. His parents were successful people, as
his father was selected the dean of the University of North Carolina Medical School in 1951. The
family's lifestyle was such that the Taylor's spent the academic year in North Carolina and their
summers on Martha's Vineyard, giving James Taylor exposure to two distinct sub−cultures.

Taylor was musically inclined, as were his four siblings: Alex, Livingston, Hugh, and Kate. All of them
were "in the business" at some point, and James got his start in music by learning the cello. Taylor
soon became disinterested in the cello, though, and began to learn the guitar when he was 12.

James Taylor enrolled in Milton Academy, a prep school in Massachusetts, in 1963, and this is where
he became heavily involved in his music. During the first summer after Taylor's initial year at Milton, he
met fellow guitarist Danny "Kootch" Kortchmar while staying on Martha's Vineyard and the two formed
a folk duo. From there, Taylor essentially dedicated himself to his musical talent.

At 16, Taylor dropped out of school, formed another band with brother Alex and soon moved to New
York. It was in New York where James Taylor faced his first of many struggles − he was diagnosed with
depression and checked into a hospital for treatment. This hospital stay turned out to be an inspiration
for many of his early works.

After his hospital stay, Taylor formed another band, The Flying Machine, and they performed all over
Greenwich Village in an attempt to build a loyal local following. They enjoyed a modicum of success,
as they were signed to a small record contract, but their first release was a failure and the band broke
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up.

Continued Struggle

This failure presented another challenge to Taylor, as by 1968, he had become addicted to heroin. His
father came to New York and drove him back to North Carolina for treatment. In an attempt to fully
escape the clutches of the drug, Taylor moved to London and began to release demo tapes while
working at Apple Records.

One of Taylor's demo tapes caught executives' attention, and he released his first album, James
Taylor, in the US in early 1969. The album was not a commercial success, but that was of little
consequence at the time, as it became known that Taylor was still addicted to heroin. He finally
checked into Austin Riggs Hospital in Stockbridge, Massachusetts and got himself clean. As a result,
he stayed in the United States and continued with his music.

Taylor began to play regularly in Los Angeles, and was building a fan base. However, in the summer of
1969, he was involved in a motorcycle accident and broke both of his hands, and he couldn't play for
months. After he finally recovered, he signed a record deal with Warner Brothers and began to produce
huge hits.

His album Sweet Baby James was an enormous success, and set the stage for many more to follow,
including his greatest commercial success, the 1976 release of Greatest Hits, which sold over 11
million copies. Taylor was now firmly entrenched as a musical star.

Final Tragedy

This success did not free Taylor from his troubles, however. Even though he had become a recording
star, he had suffered through a divorce with Carly Simon and had other problems. These problems
paled in comparison to what happened in 1993, however, when his brother Alex died of a heart attack
that was at least partially caused by his own drug and alcohol problems.

Taylor persevered, though, and continues to mesmerize crowds with his mellow style and acoustic
talent. He truly finds sanctuary on the stage, and many of his songs tell the tragic stories that are part
of his life.
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this article.

Jimmy Buffett Tickets − The Legend Continues To Grow

By Jay Nault

Jimmy Buffett tickets have been on the market for decades, but this musical and cultural icon
continues to drum up a huge amount of interest in all of his concerts. Buffett's concerts are as much a
cocktail party as they are musical performances, and Buffett's style is a no−apologies look at the lighter
side of life. He's not only a musical and cultural figure, but also a shrewd businessman. A look at his
life in general will help to explain how he arrived at such a satisfying place.

Early Life

James William Buffett was born on Christmas Day, 1946 in Pascagoula, Mississippi. He enjoyed what
many would consider a "normal" childhood, and his upbringing along the Eastern shore of Mobile Bay
set the tone for his music and his attitude.

Buffett, unlike many other musical stars, did not throw himself into music early in life. He listened to all
sorts of musical acts that included rock and roll, reggae and country, and his ultimate musical style is a
melding of all of these genres.

He began to gain an interest in music while he was attending college at Auburn University, when he
started playing the guitar. He did not finish his degree there, as he transferred to the University of
Southern Mississippi, and ultimately got his degree in history in 1969. Buffett's first job after college
was as a staff writer and correspondent for Billboard magazine, and he moved to Nashville to perform
his job duties.

Career Beginnings

It was his time in Nashville that ultimately got him started in the music business. He began his
recording career as a country artist, but his style was not a fit with the traditional elements of the genre.
Although he released his first album, Down to Earth, in 1970, he had not made enough money to avoid
having to perform live on street corners and in other public places in different cities around the
Southern United States.

Cities where he preferred to perform included Nashville, New Orleans and ultimately Key West, which
would become his future home. Buffett released two more albums during this time, but did not achieve
the "breakthrough" that would eliminate his need for street performances. Many would see this as a
negative, but Buffett used this opportunity to hone his live performance skills, and these skills are what
would ultimately lead to the constant level of demand for Jimmy Buffett tickets.

Big Break

These skills were put on a much larger display after Buffett finally did achieve his breakthrough in
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1977, when he released Changes in Latitudes, Changes in Attitudes, which included a transcendent
single, "Margaritaville." This album, and this song, put Buffett on the map, and he's been making use of
his stardom ever since.

Since his big release, Buffett has released more than 40 albums, many of which were live recordings,

and all told he has sold millions of copies of his works around the world. This fame and fortune would
allow Buffett to explore other business opportunities, and he has shown the same knack for business
as he has for music.

Buffett has written several books, and three of them topped the best sellers list. He has also opened a
chain of restaurants and helped to produce movies. All of these ventures have led several sources to
estimate that Buffett annually earns over $50 million per year in income, which is a long way from the
days of performing in the streets of New Orleans for loose change.

Jimmy Buffett tickets will not only take you on a mystical journey of relaxation and celebration, but also
introduce you to a man who is a success in every way.
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