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Jewelry throughout Time

By John Lewis

Throughout time, man has sought to decorate the human body and this has manifested as body

painting, tattoos, piercing and for those a little squeamish or less brave, decoration by the wearing of
adornments generally known as jewelry.

In ancient times, jewelry may have been simple pieces made from natural materials such as shells
plucked from the seashore or pebbles worn smooth and polished by years of being tumbled along the
sea or river bed. These would have been strung together perhaps as necklaces or wrist pieces as early
examples of a charm bracelet. Nature gives up so many beautiful things that can be used to make
items such as earrings, rings, bracelets, hair pieces and so the list goes on.

Skilled craftsmen would have laboured for many hours intricately carving small pieces of bone, ivory or
wood to fashion exquisite unique pieces of jewelry, no two of which would ever be the same.

To ancient man, jewelry was not just decorative but very symbolic and the wearer often held the belief
that these trinkets were lucky, that they would ward off evil spirits or that they would even help them
defeat their enemies in battle.

To the Romans and Ancient Egyptians the wearing of jewelry and the type of jewelry worn was a direct
indication of a persons standing in the community. Large heavy ornate pieces forged from solid
precious metals such as gold, encrusted with precious or semi precious gemstones were a sign to say
- look how rich and important I am.

Styles and materials may have changed over time but the wearing of jewelry has always been a
practice adopted by both men and women.

Over the years there has even been functional jewelry such as the medical alert items, which have
saved many peoples lives. Identity type bracelets worn by a person who has a medical condition or
requires vital medication have helped medical personnel decide on appropriate treatment when faced
with a person who has been rendered incapable of communicating because of for instance an
accident.
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Over recent years, popular items have been the brightly coloured rubber bracelets sold in aid of
various charities, which demonstrate that the wearer supports that cause and has donated money to
help raise funds for that cause. Some traditionalists may not regard these strictly as being jewelry
although who said that the article had to be expensive or made from precious metals to qualify for the
name.

In modern times, we have seen a huge increase in the type and variety of jewelry available and the
discovery of new strong and lightweight metals such as titanium or other alloys has given rise to new
many new possibilities. Man made materials such as acrylics and plastics also lend themselves very
well to the manufacture of affordable, colourful jewelry and in the shops you can see many examples of
wonderful, bright and modern fun items, to be worn on any occasion as the mood takes. Whilst most of
us choose to spend a little extra on that special piece of jewelry such as our wedding rings, we now
have an endless choice of less expensive everyday jewelry which we can change to suit our mood or

match our outfit.

Who knows what the future holds with regard to the designs and materials we will have at our disposal
to make attractive pieces of jewelry to be worn by both men and women. One thing is for certain and
that is that there will be a never ending supply with something to suit all tastes and all budgets from the
most traditional to the most contemporary.

John Lewis runs Love2Have an on line jewellery website that only sells UK hand made

jewelry

including engagement rings and wedding rings.

An Introduction To Jewelry Making

By Steve Gargin

I think that one of my favorite crafts is jewelry making. Beads should be part of any well−equipped
jewelry making kit. I love the choice of styles that jewelry making allows you to try. The range of
materials that you can use for jewelry making also means that their possible uses are limited only by
my imagination. Even though I was not a particularly experienced craftsperson I soon found that I
enjoyed jewelry making and created wonderfully original jewelry. Of course, I now wish that I was
capable of far more intricate jewelry making but at least I am always improving on the ones I made
before!

I enjoy jewelry making using a variety of different materials. It is fun to look at what I have handy that I
can convert into pretty jewelry. One of my favorites is using strips of colored paper for paper mache
jewelry. My kids love tearing pictures out of glossy magazines and we try jewelry making together, well,
almost! They prefer to move straight to the decorating stage and I have found that dried macaroni
makes an ideal bead. The tubes of pasta have a ready made hole for threading and can be painted
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easily. We also use clay quite a lot when jewelry making, probably because kids enjoy molding the
shapes. I have to take over the baking part but once that is done they can decorate and varnish their
creations and continue with their jewelry making.

Of course jewelry making is made more fun if you can give the jewelry to other people to wear. I like
creating necklaces and earrings to give as gifts. People often appreciate handmade goods more than
shop−bought ones, but more importantly I save a fortune with my crafty offerings! My kids like making
friendship bracelets for their mates and have recently got into using lettered jewelry to make up
people's names on necklaces. A lot of kids wear them round here and also have become interested in
jewelry making too!

I use a lot of different materials as a base for my jewelry making. It would probably be impossible for
me to remember all of them but I like using leather cord and jewelry metal the most. I have tried almost
anything that I could thread a bead onto probably! Nowadays I do not have the time to dedicate to
jewelry making that I once did, in fact I probably haven't made anything for over a year due to our latest
addition but when she is older I may well teach her the basics too.

Steve Gargin is the administrator of

http://fine−fashion−jewelry.helper−guru.com

a website dedicated to

bringing you the latest jewelry news and information.
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