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Know Your Course: Fairways
By Edwin Shackleford
There is greater challenge in keeping a healthy looking fairway and green for the whole golf course.

Because more than forty thousand golf players come and enjoy the whole fairway, damage to the
grass is inevitable. The best advice that professional owners and caretakers can give to other golf
course starters is to use the right fertilizer and maintenance technique to best assist them in managing
the whole fairway and green.

Below are some of the highly recommended grass products for seeding and reseeding to have a
consistent green grass color during winter or fall.

Pennington Annual Ryegrass 8§ Advisable to use on a temporary or seasonal area § Can also be best
during warm weather conditions while overseeding the grasses. 8§ The best time to plant it is at the
beginning of fall § The seeding rate should be ten pounds per 1,000 square feet but only five pounds
per 1,000 square feet when reseeding.

Fairway Classics Perennial Ryegrass Lawn Seed Blend Tournament Quality § These ryegrasses are
used to blend with the grasses that are permanently planted for the lawns of the North or during the
winter season and can be used for reseeding in the southern part. 8 The best time to plant it is at the
beginning of the fall season. § The seeding and reseeding rate should be ten pounds per 1,000
square.

Here are the tips on how to maintain that healthy look of golf fairways:

8§ By using the right fertilizer — for the fairway to get that great looking green all throughout the year use
the fertilizer that provides organic nitrogen to the soil when the grass needs it. It will be good to avoid
too much growth that is the main cause of insect and other grass disease problems. By also using the
right fertilizer, groundwater, lakes and the streams are not easily polluted with nitrogen.

8§ Use fertilizer regularly — golf course owners regularly fertilize the fairways and greens. This is very
vital with the use of best products prior to seeing that the whole soil and fairway is undergoing any
stress. This makes the whole place maintain a condition best for playing.
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8 Iron should also be present when selecting the right fertilizer — Fertilizers that contain iron are very
helpful to plants since it maintains that very deep color of green for the whole fairway. This is not a
nutrient that does not result in excessive growth which nitrogen can cause grass. Owners could choose
between 2 kinds of iron filled fertilizer products in dry granules or in liquid sprays.

8 Do not worry about weeds, just control them — Quality golf courses are not susceptible to overgrowing
weed problems since they do have a thick and tight turf. But some golf courses do. Remember that the
seeds of weeds propagate where there is a lot of light and moisture in the area. Once the whole
fairway is thick enough with grass, the weed seeds may not be able to fit in since there is no adequate
gap to get light and moisture.

8 Never leave a place for insects and grass diseases — the rapid growth of the fairway in golf courses
result in an extreme growth of top. This invites insects and other diseases to feed on the top growth.

Fertilizers that release nitrogen slowly aid in limiting excessive top growth.

8 Make sure that the blades of the mower are sharp — golf course owners and caretakers make it a
point to keep the blades of the mower sharp enough in cutting the grass to prevent grass tear. When
the grass tears, the whole fairway will result into a gray looking spot. Another down side of this is that
torn grass invites diseases to infest on it. Remember also that the stress is lesser if the grass is mowed
frequently.

8 Excessive watering can also cause damage — too much watering of the fairway and green results to a
pale green color. To maintain that healthy looking green color and for the nutrients to be absorbed
much better, try to frequently but just shallow water the grass for this keeps the roots of the grass near
the top layer of the soil.

Edwin Shackleford has been helping individuals improve thier golf game for years. Try his Free Online
Training Today!

http://www.improve-your—golf-game.com
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Desert golf, a walk on the wild side! Have you played desert golf in Arizona, Las Vegas, Reno, Palm
Springs. Why play a traditional golf course when you can always do that at home?

Tighter fairways, a totally different environment treated in a totally different way. No set game in the
desert, surprises at every turn, but whoever said golf was not exciting? Before 1983 and eco—sensitive
considerations, most desert courses were grass and more grass, designed just like the ones in Ohio,
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Michigan and at the beach, but around 1983 when Jack Nicklaus teemed up with Lyle Anderson to do
Desert Highlands (the home of the first Skins Game) north of Scottsdale. They conceived what would
become the first "desert golf course.

Everyone talks about those desert golf courses — what do they mean? A desert golf course is one that
is in keeping with the environment. Defined by the eco-sensitive natural plants and animals in the area.
The maximum area that can be covered in grass is 90 Acres divided up between fairway and green.
The transition areas are sand or dirt that separates the grass fairways from the desert. The desert is
not considered a hazard and you can ground your club. There is forced carry — meaning the areas of
vegetation that a shot must carry from fairway to tee. There are arroyos or "dry wash" areas that often
cut through the fairways. You will see critter warnings watch out for rattlesnakes, coyotes, and chollas(
a very mean desert cactus, that reaches out and grabs you- it is called a "jumping cholla"). There is
normally a 90 degree rule in effect, meaning carts must run perpendicular to the cart path. (to preserve
the desert)...and the air is thinner and the ball goes farther! Lee Trevino sums it up pretty well (as
usual) "it's like a voyage into the unknown".

Consider the Desert courses for some of the best golf around!

A great desert course in the Scottsdale area is Gold Canyon Dinosaur Mountain — situated on the side
of Dinosaur Mountain the views will take your breath away. A more recent desert course, watch those
rolling greens — read 'em or weep!

Scottsdale just happens to have several desert courses that we enjoy including Las Sendas, Another
outstanding design by Robert Trent Jones, Jr. How does he do it? Golf Magazine suggests that this
course is one of top 10 to play in the country. Like a walk through the desert. Beautiful course and you
need to plan your strategy here to get the best scores.

Find out about all that desert golf has to offer for your next golf vacation, when you visit
http://www.golfnvacation.com

You may use this article on any website or blog, just please make sure to keep my information intact.

An artist, a writer and world travler, devotes many hours to authoring and maintaining major travel web
sites. Publishes many articles on travel spots around the world.
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