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Landscaping With Rocks
By | Henman
Have you ever considered landscaping with rocks? Not only does this add some texture to your

garden, but it is also very attractive and doesn't have to cost the earth. The beauty of using rocks is
that you don't necessarily have to spend a lot on materials, as you might already find you have a wide
variety of rocks on your land to begin with.

My wife and | decided to go for landscaping with rocks because we were constantly turning up stones
in our garden. The stones came in all manner of shapes and sizes which made it easy to create deep
and meaningful displays in simple arrangements.

The first idea we had was to knock up a circle of stones around the four small trees towards the right
hand corner or our back yard. Landscaping with rocks around each of the trees really helped to define
the space. Each tree had its own little collection of stones circling it, a bit over two feet in diameter.

After that success, we decided to use the flat rocks we kept finding to make a walkway. We found this
to be quite different from the tree design, because of the sheer time and effort that was required to
uncover the stones and arrange them suitably, particularly because of the bad weather we were
experiencing at the time.

Next, We laid a sheet of plastic over the grass and weeds growing by the trees and used the stones we
had already laid to weigh it in place. We then put some red mulch over the plastic which gave us a
nice, professional look. This high priced look came at very low cost, with the only expenditure being
that on the mulch and the plastic sheet.

My wife came up with the idea of digging a small ditch to hammer a spike into numerous parts of the
clay earth. This went some way to help the land absorb more water, which was proving to be a
problem. We then filled the ditches with gravel and sand, before arranging some stones over the top.

After a great deal of sweat and perseverance, the walkway was completed. This time—consuming task
was well worth it in the end and turned out to be quite cheap, apart from the hours of work we put in!
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On the whole, landscaping with rocks already in your garden is a cheap way to spruce up your garden
and give it a modern feel. The colors and textures of the stones are beautiful and contrasting, and we
frequently receive comments from our guests about how nice the garden is looking. We are so happy
with our garden now, and especially satisfied that we achieved our goal cheaply and relatively
painlessly with resources already on our land.

So why no give it a go yourself. If you're creative, there are so many things you can achieve when
landscaping with rocks. It'll save you money, and you'll by happy in yourself, knowing that you've really
accomplished something that looks so professional off your own back.

For further tips and information about landscaping with rocks and other gardening and lanscaping
ideas please visit our website at Landscaping and Gardening

http://www.landscaping—and—gardening.com

Landscaping With Rocks Will Spotlight Your Yard
By Holly Dodd

Taking a drive around town will reveal yards that look the same. Sure some may have beautifully
manicured lawns and others may not but the overall look is the same, green grass, trees and flowers. If
you're longing to make your yard stand out from the acres of sameness adding some decorative rocks
and stones will do the trick.

The addition of landscaping rocks will give your yard a style and character that most homeowners
would love to have but don't know where to start. The first step to adding some personality to your
landscaping is to remove some of the grass. If you aren't using your front lawn there's no point in
maintaining it and this will make your landscape unique.

Use a shovel or if you have access to one, use a tiller to break up the ground. Pull the rocks out of your
way -these are not the kind of rocks we'll be using for this landscaping project :)

While you're digging, decide whether or not you have the proper drainage for your plants and flowers, if
not, now would be a good time to add the appropriate irrigation system.

One addition that you can add to your front yard landscaping is to add a walkway. Having your guests
use the driveway or worse, the grass, to get to your door is not the effect you're after so think about
adding a walkway. This addition will keep guests from tracking in dirt and other debris in to your home
too.

One popular effect for a stone walkway is to stagger rocks all along the walk to your door. Make certain
that when you do the final install your rocks are secure and they don't move when they are walked on.
To keep the rocks in place remove four to five inches of soil beneath each rock that you lay. Add a thin
layer of gravel beneath the stone. This will keep your rocks and stones in place to ensure safety and
stability.
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When planning the walkway try to add interest by adding curves to your design. This will give your
work a more distinctive yet informal look. Add smaller trees and shrubs top provide structure for your
new walkway. And add some color with some easy to care for perennials. Perennials work well with a
rock landscape because they are easy to care for yet they add beauty and color to the project.

Once the main plantings are in, you can start to add some smaller greens and flowers. You can add
some greens in between the rocks in your walkway to fill in the gaps. Some people suggest that
instead of using mulch to maintain the manicured look use river rock between the flowers. Both would
work well it's just a matter of taste and budget.

Now for the finishing touch -add some climbing vines that will wrap up and around your railing and
front porch. Hanging plants can be hung from the roof of you porch or you can create a trellis for the
vines and the planters. This will give it the finished look of a Tuscan garden. Decorative rocks are the
final touch for this easy to do project and you'll have a front yard that neighbors will envy for years.
Holly Dodd publishes a variety of websites. For more information on landscaping yards visit
http://www.landscaping—garden-stones.info
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