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What type of lawn care tips work best for you depends on the time and money you decide to put into
your lawn. If your lawn is your hobby, you can spend thousands of dollars and hundreds of hours of

time on it. On the other side of the fence, if what you want is a low—maintenance green expanse that
you can enjoy with family and friends, you've come to the right page!

The best lawn care tip you can get is to start with a solid plan.

1.Do you need to plant grass? Do some research on the best seed for your area, where to buy it
cheap, and when it's available. Depending on where you live, you'll plant either cool season or warm
season grass.

Cool season grass, planted in northern areas, is usually best planted in early fall, but if you missed
planting then, plant it in the spring when soil temperatures reach 50 F.

Warm season grass needs soil temps of 70F to thrive and is the choice for southern plantings. Don't
make the mistake of thinking you can plant warm season grass in the upper Midwest. Warm season
grasses are bred to thrive in southern climates and are not winter hardy in the north.

2.0f course, you'll keep new grass plantings moist, but once grass reaches a height of three inches,
water it deeply once a week. A healthy lawn needs about an inch of water a week. When watering,
remember to consider recent rainfalls. Shallow watering techniques keep grass from sinking the deep
roots that your lawn needs to compete with deep-rooted weeds.

3.Do you already have a lawn? Aerate it in the spring while it's still moist and before the spring rains
are done. Aerating your lawn in the springtime gives microbes and other small life forms a breath of
fresh air after winter. Aeration also makes new paths for drainage and keeps your lawn from becoming
saturated.

4.A lot is written about lawn fertilizer and the big question is why? Grass is the most efficient user of
nitrogen on earth! Feed your soil with nutrient rich compost and let your lawn get its nutrients the
natural way. The more chemicals you use, the more you disturb the natural biological processes that
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convert organic matter into nutrients and the microbes and other small organisms that take natural care
of your lawn.

5.Mow your grass high. A 2 % to 3—inch high cut makes your lawn look fuller, feel softer, and helps
keep it healthy. Taller grass shades pesky weed seeds and keeps them from getting established. In
addition, a taller lawn is better able to absorb sunshine and better able to retain moisture, the two main
contributors to a healthy lawn.

6.Enjoy your lawn. After all, isn't that your main reason for having a yard?

Hans is the owner and one of the editors of

Lawn Care FAQ
By Michele Oberton

Q: How often should I cut my lawn? A: As part of quality lawn care, regular cutting with a mower
should be observed and the grass should be cut to an even height. Cutting your lawn once per week
should be sufficient.

Q: What is the purpose of raking my lawn? A: This is commonly done in order to remove dead grass.
Many people only rake their lawn in the fall as the leaves begin to cover their yard, but a part of
effective lawn care requires that lawns by raked during other seasons as well.

Q: Does lawn care require that | water my lawn? A: Not everyone does this, but it is recommended
that lawns be watered in order to avoid having the grass to dry up and turn brown. If this happens, you
could be left with brown spots in your yard.

Q: I have a dog and he is reeking havoc on the yard. How can | replant my lawn with success? A:
Dogs and lawn care are not the best match, but they can work together. When you replant your lawn,
consider using seeds that are specifically designed for high traffic areas. Other factors that may worsen
the effect that your dog is having on the lawn may include a chain dragging the grass and exposing the
dirt surface below or if your dog is prone to digging.

Q: Should I use harsh chemicals on my lawn in order to rid it of pests and insects? A: Many experts
agree that this is a bad idea for several reasons. If you have children who play in the yard, this may be
unhealthy for them. The same is true of pets, who make it a habit of digging or even eating grass at
times. In addition, harsh chemicals often do more harm than good to your lawn and are certainly no
friend of the environment. Instead, try a bug light or other means of ridding your lawn of insects and
other pests.

Lawn care is a very big industry, which services millions of people every year. Whether you do not
have the time to care for the lawn yourself or simply aren't up to the task, there are a number of
landscaping experts that are readily available to help with lawn care needs. These are commonly found
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in the yellow pages under "Landscaping' and most businesses can provide you with an instant quote
over the telephone if you have detailed information regarding your specific lawn care needs.

For more information about lawn care, click the link to visit our website at

. We have some great free articles and resources about lawn care.
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