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By Adam Justus
Did you know?

"When terrorists crashed into the World Trade Center, many people evacuated quickly. In his haste to
leave his 32nd—floor office in the North Tower, Terrence McCormick, branch marketing director for
Kemper Insurance, left behind his suit jacket with his wallet. After a harrowing descent down the stairs
and getting covered by dust from the collapse of the South Tower, McCormick walked seven miles
through Brooklyn to a point where he could catch a bus home. Some days later, the police discovered
his wallet in the debris and returned it to Mr. McCormick. His wallet was complete with its contents
intact.”

http://www.si.edu/

Needless to say, it was a leather wallet. McCormick donated it to the Smithsonian, where it now
resides as part of the 9/11 collection.

A little history

Prior to 1700, purses (for both genders, in the form of simple drawstring leather pouches) were used
for storing coins. But it was the introduction of paper currency to the West in the 1700s that led to the
development of the wallet. (The first paper currency came to the New World by way of the
Massachusetts Bay Colony's printing it in 1690.) Early wallets were made primarily of cow or horse
leather and included a small pouch for printed calling cards.

Wallets became more standardized in the early 1950s with the advent of the first credit cards. Today
wallet design has exploded into myriad shapes, designs, and colors from dozens of designers.

Durable, Functional, Stylish
Your new leather wallet will be an investment in durability. If you ever tried any other material, such as

canvas or vinyl, you know how quickly they can disintegrate after just normal wear and tear. Leather
will stay with you long enough to become a friend.
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Choose from many configurations.

Bi—fold Wallets: With one fold, these wallets are easy to open and organize. Look for credit card slots
and enough space to hold currency. Some models have zippered pockets to keep small valuables
safe, along with removable ID holders.

Billfolds: Sleek versions of the bi—fold wallet, billfolds generally hold currency and credit cards, along
with sometimes having special security compartments and flip—out ID holders.

Breast Pocket Wallets: These wallets, resembling billfolds, stand straight and lean. Look for space to
hold important documents.

Checkbook Wallets: For the all-in—one wallet, choose one that accommodates credit cards, money and

your checkbook. Some even have space for business cards.

Front Pocket Wallets: Made especially for the front pants pocket, these wallets are slimmer and
designed to help keep the rear view looking trim and smooth. An added bonus is they're more difficult
to steal, frustrating pick—pockets the world over.

ID Wallets: For when you're on the go and know you'll be whipping out your wallet frequently, try this
model that often flips open to a clear vinyl ID window on the interior making identification easily
accessible.

Money Clip Wallets: Smaller and lightweight, these wallets keep the currency on the outside. Look for
credit card slots and a sturdy clip.

Tri—fold Wallets: These more substantial models open up in three sections, including space for photos,
business cards, credit cards, currency, you hame it.

Weekend Wallets: With its external ID window, this ready—-to—go wallet is great for the weekend warrior.
Look for a safe place for currency and credit cards.

Leather always the best choice
No matter what style you pick, leather is the best choice of material. Thin, lightweight and durable,
leather also conforms over time to the contours of where you put it. A beautifully crafted leather wallet

will last you for years, and become an essential part of your day—-to—day.

As Mother used to say, "Choose your friends wisely." For your new best friend in the wallet arena,
choose leather.

Adam Justus works for

http://www.clcleather.net
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. Creative Leather Concepts is an online retailer of

quality leather goods and accessories. CLC combines the best selection of products with unrivaled
service and extremely competitive prices. View their complete line of

http://www.clcleather.net/wallets.html

today.

What Is Your Wallet? A Buyer's Guide
By Lanny Hintz

>From the specialized to the sublime, the market offers a wide array of wallets. Wallets can make a
great gift, since it is the kind of thing that everyone needs, but may not take the time or money to
purchase for themselves. If you are looking for the perfect gift wallet, or have finally decided to replace
your own worn out old one, read on for some options you may not have considered.

Novel materials. Forget the old standby, leather. How about a duct tape wallet? Duct tape is really
durable; think about the kinds of things you usually use it for. Duct tape wallets are available in simple
styles, like one pocket pouches, and the more complex, like ones that will hold your checkbook or
business cards. If you're shopping for someone who's trying to tread more lightly on the earth, how
about trying a wallet made out of recycled tire tread? Manufactured from truck tires, these wallets will
hold up to all kinds of abuse, and actually look better the older they are because they get shiny as they
are worn down by use. Lots of styles are available here too, from wallets with rings to hang on your key
chain to ones with snapping coin compartments.

While funky can be fun, you should always keep in mind when buying a wallet that at the end of the
day, it's all about functionality. A wallet that doesn't fit the lifestyle of the person you're buying for
doesn't get used. Some wallets are designed for people in special jobs, like law enforcement officers.
Shield wallets keep their identification close at hand and safely covered. Know someone who gets
jostled around a lot in their job? Think about a wallet with a chain to attach to their belt. If your wallet
receiver is a frequent traveler, there are all kinds of styles available to suit them. Wallets with several
billfold divisions are good for people who travel internationally and may carry different types of
currency. If they are doing a lot of sightseeing, especially in crowded cities, they may want a wallet that
hangs around their neck or wraps around the body to prevent pickpocketing. Wallets with
compartments to carry airline and train tickets, as well as passports, are a good all in one solution to
juggling documents at the airport.

No matter what the need, you can find a wallet that is a perfect fit.
Lanny Hintz writes about Ladies Wallets,

http://mww.luggagebagsetc.com/Coupons/eBags.html
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