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No matter where we look or what life throws our way, there is always a lesson to be learned, if we just
take the time to look for it.

On February 27, 2004 our family was fortunate enough to take a mini−vacation, courtesy of our
13−year−old son. The week before this big event, our son entered a local "Hoop Shooting" competition
and won first place, four tickets to the University game, and a chance to win the regionals. So Saturday
morning we packed our bags, booked a hotel, and headed down to Green Bay, Wisconsin to join many
other aspiring basketball shooters for a chance to move forward to the state championships.

My son anxiously watched teen after teen take his or her turn at shooting hoops. He observed every
technique as he waited for his turn. After waiting nearly an hour for his chance to shoot, my son went to
the hoops. His first basket was a miss. We could see the frustration in his eyes. He looked down at the
floor, swirled the basketball in his hands, looked up at the hoop, and tried again. Another miss. We
cheered him on; reminding him to relax and just have fun. But he wasn't there to "just have fun." He
wanted to win!

He shot another hoop and missed again−−this time shaking his head in disbelief. Finally, a few balls
make it in the hoop. It took a total of 20 seconds, but it might as well have been hours. My son walked
away from his hoop frustrated, disappointed, and knowing that he didn't make it to the regionals−−after
all, there were several guys before him that had double the hoops he had.
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While my son didn't make it to the state championships, he learned a very valuable life lesson:
sometimes your best just isn't good enough, but that doesn't mean you failed. Our son was pretty
upset when he realized another child had not one or two, but 14 hoops more than him. He felt like he
failed and rightly so. While he didn't want to get his hopes up; he really wanted to win, and have a
chance at those four Orlando, Florida tickets. And what child wouldn't want an all−expense paid trip to
Disneyworld, let alone the Championship Basketball game?

If it were up to him, he would have left before watching the game and went back to the hotel room to
sulk and beat himself up. Instead, we took this opportunity to help him work through this life
disappointment and show him the good that came from the situation.

Sure, he didn't make it to the next level, sure it sucked, and sure he had a right to feel down and

disappointed. But he couldn't run away from the situation because that wouldn't help him when (and
being human, he will) he failed again.

We gave him time to sulk and deal with the disappointment and then we sat down to share our
perspective on the situation:

1.He did his best.
2.Because of his earlier accomplishment we were going to be able to watch a game we would not have
been able to watch otherwise.
3.We were proud of him regardless of whether he won or lost, and were just so darn excited to be able
to cheer him on.
4.He placed first in a town of 10,000.
5.It's okay to fail. We all fail at some point in our lives.
6.There's always next year. If he thinks he could have done better, he has an entire year to practice
before next year's shoot−out.

In the end, we stayed, watched the game, and had a great time! When life gets the better of you, don't
let it keep you down. As the old saying goes, "when life hands you lemons, make lemon aid!"

Alyice Edrich is the author of several work−from−home e−books, including Tid−Bits For New Signing
Agents−−where parents earn $25 an hour without party plans and MLM programs. She invites you to
stop by http://thedabblingmum.com/books/index.htm to order a copy today!

3 Little Known Tips Of Basketball Hoop Shopping

By Richard Menzel

I've got a confession to make. I play basketball. I play it very poorly and can't make very many of the
shots that I shoot at the basketball hoop. I have a feeling that I am not alone in the world at being a
rather poor basketball player. However, one thing that I'm not bad at is comparison shopping. I've
mastered the ancient art of comparing prices between merchants and can usually ferret out a fairly
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good deal with a little bit of leg work. Basketball hoops are no different than other items when it comes
to shopping for them. There are some tips you should know before embarking on your journey to shop
for a basketball hoop.

1)New or Used. You really might consider buying a used basketball hoop if you are interested in value.
However, make sure you are buying one that hasn't been banged up too bad. Years of basketball
practice can only make your rim bent and dirty. Ebay can be a great place to buy used equipment and
basketball hoops are regularly for sale on Ebay.

2)Do your homework by comparing different merchant offers on different search engines and different
websites. Just because something is advertised for sale on Google doesn't mean its also advertised for
sale on Yahoo. Some merchants advertise their good strictly through the Amazon partners program
and don't do any other advertising anywhere else. Price vary drastically and the only way you will know
that you are getting a good deal is to examine what the different people are selling the same goods for
on different websites. Basketball hoops are no exception.

3)Learn about the different types and styles of basketball hoops. Without the knowledge of what you
are buying, points #1 and #2 are nearly worthless. Buy your hoop the right way and get a great deal on
one by being an informed consumer. Learn how to buy a basketball hoop and you can guarantee that
you got a better deal than everyone else.

Tim Jeffries is author of "The Basketball Hoop Guide." Get your copy at

.
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