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An Ohio woman earns a part—time income writing long personal letters to prisoners, shut-ins and
service people. Her clients: families and friends of the individuals who explain the likes and dislikes of
the people she writes to, and she corresponds with them along these lines. She advertises her
services in nation tabloids and charges a few dollars per letter. This must be a very rewarding service!

Several small concerns in the US and Canada do fairly well by drafting custom letters. Among their
requests are love and hate letters, eviction notices, prank letters, "Dear John" letters, termination
notices, even notifications of damage done to a friend or neighbor's property. In short, they specialize
in writing letters that their clients for one reason or another, would rather not write themselves. They
also make phone calls for the same reasons.

Custom letters such as these can fetch from $10 to $50 depending on the subject matter, research and
risk involved. The best clients are office workers, executives, salesmen, professionals and secretaries,
people who know the value of a well-turned phrase. If you're handy with a word and would like to try
this, you may have to advertise heavily and provide a bit of complimentary service until you become
established, as this is a most unusual and little known service.
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7 Tips for Writing Winning Resume Cover Letters

By Donna Monday

Writing a good resume cover letter is something you should seriously consider when preparing to send
off your resume to potential employers.

Here are seven important cover letter writing tips:

Address the individual by name. If you don't know their name then use: "Dear Sir or Madam" or "Dear
Human Resources Director".

Attract attention with a strong opening paragraph. Create impact. Give them a reason to keep reading
about you.

Refer to your enclosed resume. Be specific in describing your skills, experience and accomplishments.
Use actual examples of things you've done.

Let the employer know what you can do for them. What can you bring to their organization?

Keep the letter's tone of voice positive and professional. Be persuasive but don't come off like a cheap
used car salesman. Remember to ask for the interview!

Double check your spelling, grammar, and sentence structure. Have someone proofread the letter.
Sign your letter and keep a copy for your files.

Writing a strong cover letter will help you (and your resume) stand out from the crowd. Hopefully, your
cover letter will give employers a reason to pick up the phone and invite you to that all-important job
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