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Light Up Your Garden
By Liz Norman
If you have not yet installed outdoor lighting in your yard, you are in for a real treat. Not only will you

be adding a whole new dimension to your yard, you will be doubling the use of of it with outdoor
lighting.

Be aware your yard is going to look different at night then it does during the day when you incorporate
outdoor lighting. In general, it's going to look a lot more beautiful as you can set up the lights to focus
on exactly what you want to display.

In general, outdoor lighting is provided to the diy homeowner in a variety of styles. One of the most
popular includes 10-12 lights, 100" of electrical cord and an easy to set timer. Installation couldn't be
simpler. One simply lays out the 100’ electrical cord throughout the area then attaches the desired
style lamp with a firm pressure on the cord. The idea being, each lamp has exposed prongs and when
pressed into the cord, they make the proper connection to light up when turned on. Of course you are
not limited to lighting up only100' of your yard. But you will need to purchase additional sets as one
electrical cord can only safely handle so much wattage.

The lamps themselves generally come in low post lamps designed more for pathway lighting and
spotlights designed for a specific focus. Some sets come with a combination of both which comes in
handy for small areas.

Setting up outdoor lighting is definitely easier when you have a helper. It's difficult to know by day
exactly how the lighting is going to look at night. No doubt you will need to make some adjustments
when you first turn the lights on. Just experiment with them until you get things just the way you want
them.

When setting your spotlights, consider carefully what you want to focus upon. Could it be a piece of
garden statuary, a fountain or a beautiful shrub? Key being, the distance you set the spot light from
your focus object. Start out with a distance of about 3 feet away from the object, setting the spotlight to
shine slightly upwards.
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Trees are particularly beautiful when lit at night. Try setting a spot light about 6 in front of the tree and
directing the light as high as possible. Perhaps an even more dramatic look is to place the light high up
in the tree and direct the light downward. Try it both ways and see which look you like best.

Once you are sure you have your lights just where you want them, it's time to hide the electrical cord
between the lamps. You could bury it an inch or two underground, but | recommend you simply cover it
up with bark dust or whatever other medium matches the surrounding area. The reason being is plants
grow and change shape. A shrub that looks great lit up with outdoor lighting tonight may have grown
enough to actually cover over the lamp next season and will need to be moved.

Some manufactures of outdoor lighting offer colored lenses at an additional cost. These too can be
particularly dramatic when focused upon a white statue or moving water. While a great idea, so far |

have not been impressed with any outdoor lighting that runs by solar power. If you have no electricity
nearby, consider the use of using tiki torches to light up your yard on those special occasions. Just

make sure they are well stabilized and aren't anywhere near anything flammable, including tall plants
and trees.

Liz Norman is an avid gardener and freelance writer. Check out more outdoor lighting resources
http://www.outdoor-lighting101.info

. If you would like to check out some unusual tiki torches, visit this

page

http://mwww.bamboohouse.info/Bamboo_Tiki_Torches.html

A Beginners Guide To Garden Bridges
By Charles & Susan Truett

Just because you dont have huge, elaborate gardens does not mean you cant accentuate what you do
have with garden bridges. Garden bridges could be just what you need to turn those mediocre garden
areas into something quite splendid.

Garden bridges can add a touch of country or formal design to a garden. Small garden bridges are
easy to find. There are many garden bridges that you can find in garden centers or home improvement
centers. One of the best places to find small garden bridges may be online. There are lots of sites that
have many ideas for small garden bridges.

If you are good with a hammer and nails you may even be able to make your own garden bridge. Plans
are available at building stores and at online sites. You will find many choices for garden bridges at
these online sites and you can also see photos of many different bridge styles.
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A garden bridge can be a big benefit for your garden space. A small garden bridge will look attractive in
a smaller garden and draw attention to a specific area.

You can choose the right small garden bridge if you do a little planning ahead of time. If you have a
smaller garden you will want a smaller garden bridge. Look at the space you have and decide where a
bridge would fit in. Consider more than one area and then choose your favorite.

There are some lovely gardens that are small in size but large in beauty because garden bridges have
been added in just the right places.

We have a large number of styles and varieties of garden
bridges available online. For more information and to learn
more about

garden bridges

, Visit:

Garden Bridges Online
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