Living Will And Durable Power Of Attorney For Health Care. What Is The Difference?

This Free E-Book is brought to you by Natural-Aging.com.

100% Effective Natural Hormone Treatment
Menopause, Andropause And Other Hormone Imbalanceg
Impair Healthy Healing In People Over The Age Of 30!

Living Will And Durable Power Of Attorney For Health Care. What Is The Difference?

By James Wood

Living Will And Durable Power Of Attorney For Health Care. What Is The Difference?

by: James Wood

A Living Will is a legal document addressing only deathbed considerations; a client unilaterally

declares his/her desire that life—prolonging measures be discontinued when there is no hope of ultimate

recovery.

On the other hand, people use a Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care to appoint someone to
make all healthcare decisions, limited by certain elections regarding deathbed issues.

The client must be at least 18 years old and mentally competent at the time he/she executes either
document but incompetent to participate in the decision—making process when either is implemented. It
is important to remember that both documents are only applicable if the client is incompetent.

Under the a Living Will, a client declares that if he/she is certified to have an incurable, terminal
injury/iliness and/or to be permanently unconscious by two examining physicians (including the client's
attending physician), that artificial life—support systems be withheld or disconnected. The client may
also elect to discontinue artificial nutrition and hydration (intravenous feeding) by so designating on the
form. (Find more information at: legalhelper.net/living—will.aspx)

Under the Health Care Power of Attorney, the client makes three separate and independent elections
authorizing the agent:

1. To direct disconnection of artificial life—support systems in the event of terminal illness;
2. To direct disconnection of artificial life—support systems in the event of irreversible coma; and

3. To direct discontinuation of artificial nutrition and hydration.
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In addition, the Health Care Power of Attorney form provides a space for the client to set forth any
specific medical, religious or other desires concerning his/her health care. The client may also use this
section as a backup source for organ donation. (Find more information at:
legalhelper.net/power—of-attorney.aspx)

Both documents are signed in front of two witnesses and a notary public or a justice of the peace who
acknowledges the client's signature. The witnesses to a Living Will are sworn by the notary
public/justice of the peace and indicate that the client is at least 18 years of age and signed the
instrument as a free and voluntary act.

The Living Will witnesses may not be the client's spouse, attending physician, heirs—at—law or person
with claims against the client's estate.

The Health Care Power of Attorney witnesses may not be the designated agent, the client, spouse or
heir or person entitled to any portion of the client's estate upon death under Will, Trust or operation of

law.

People are frequently confused as to why both a Living Will and Health Care Power of Attorney are
necessary or appropriate. The Living Will is helpful as a backup document: In the event that the client
enters an irreversible coma and the health care agents designated in the Health Care Power of
Attorney are deceased or unloadable, the Living Will sets forth the desires of the client concerning
his/her death—bed treatment which may be followed by attending physicians. The law provides that to
the extent that a Durable Power of Attorney conflicts with a Living Will, the Health Care Power of
Attorney controls. Copies of both the Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care and the Living Will are
forwarded to the client's primary care physician for inclusion in medical records.

Both documents are revocable through normal revocation procedures.

Note that LegalHelper.net provides an easy—-to—use, quick, and economical online method for creating
completed legal documents for any occasions.

James Wood is a free—lance writer on family issues; his main goal is to help people during their

complicated period of life, to find a right legal solution in regards to family relationship.
Website: LegalHelper.net (

).

Defending Your Relationship
By James Wood

A power of attorney is a legal document that allows you to dictate who you would like to make
decisions on your behalf. While there are many useful purposes for a power of attorney, they are
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especially important to unmarried couples, which live together, when a partner becomes incapacitated
and unable to make decisions. In such situations, the law usually designates the incapacitated
person's next of kin as the decision maker. With a power of attorney, unmarried couples can give their
partners the power to make such decisions.

Powers of attorney can be as general or specific as you decide. You can give your partner the power to
make decisions on your behalf at any time or only when you become incapacitated. You can also
dictate what types of decisions you are authorizing your agent to make. A health care power of
attorney (also referred to as a durable power of attorney for health care, medical power of attorney,
health care proxy and appointment of health care agent of surrogate) would authorize your partner (or
other agent) to make decisions about your medical treatment and dictate who you would like to be able
to visit you while receiving medical treatment.

By executing a power of attorney for finances (also referred to as a durable power of attorney for
finances) you could dictate whom you want to make decisions about your legal and financial matters.
You can be very specific about what actions you are authorizing your partner (or other agent) to make,
including which accounts he or she has access to and the types of decisions he or she can make.

Note that LegalHelper (
) provides an easy-to-use, quick, and economical
online method for creating completed power of attorney for any occasions.

James Wood is a free—lance writer on family issues; his main goal is to help people during their
complicated period of life in regards to divorce and separation.
Website:
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