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London's Famous Buildings

By Claire Quaty

If you've never been to London, or have even been there several times, there are points of interest

throughout the city that are worth checking out. London is not only rich in history, but offers wonderfully
famous buildings. Visiting them during your trip is definitely a must.

Perhaps one of the most famous buildings in London is Buckingham Palace. The home of Queen
Elizabeth II, it has housed Britain's sovereigns since 1837. Since then it has evolved from a mere town
house that was once owned by the Dukes of Buckingham in the 18th century.

Other famous buildings that house London's royalty are St. James Place, Clarence House, and also
Kensington Palace. Kensington Palace was started in 1689 when William and Mary purchased the
mansion shortly after their ascension. It was then converted to a royal palace by Sir Christopher Wren.
Today half of the building is used for royal apartments while the other half is open to the public.

Sir Christopher Wren also designed and built St. Paul's Cathedral following the Great Fire of 1666. It
was left in ruins after the fire and Wren was commissioned to rebuild it by London's authorities. This
building is considered to be Wren's greatest creation.

The Tower of London had originally been built for use as a fortress to keep out hostile Londoners and
to survey enemies who approached on the Thames river. Since then is has been used as a palace,
library, mint, treasury, bank, arsenal, observatory, and, most famously, a prison.

Westminster Abbey isn't just one of the more beautiful of London's famous buildings, but it is also the
final resting place for some of Britain's most famous monarchs, the setting for coronations, and also
other wonderful pageants. Within its walls visitors can see great examples of London's medical
architecture, as well as an impressive collection of toms and monuments. Westminster Abby is
perhaps most well−known for being the site of Princess Diana's funeral.

Completed in 1871, Royal Albert Hall is a beautiful structure that was modelled after Roman
amphitheatres. Today the hall is used for both classical concerts and other large gatherings.
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In 1514, the Archbishop of York, Cardinal Wolsey, started Hampton Court Palace with the intentions of
it being a riverside country residence. But in 1535, with the hopes of gaining royal favour, Wolsey
offered it to King Henry VIII. As with other famous buildings in London, Sir Christopher Wren once
again had a hand in it when he was hired by William and Mary in the 1690's to create its beautiful
baroque landscapes.

The No. 10 Downing Street houses Britain's Prime Minister, who currently is Tony Blair. It began its
service to Britain's Prime Ministers when George II gave it to Sir Robert Walpole in 1732.

Lastly is Harrod's Department Store, and one of London's most famous buildings. It began in 1849
when Henry Charles Harrod opened a small grocery store. Throughout the years the store's quality
and service has allowed it to expand and become what we know it as today.

Of course there are many other famous buildings, as well as some other lesser known, that are worth

seeing on a trip to London. Make sure to do your research prior to leaving on your trip to make sure
you are able to see the buildings that best match your interests.

The latest work of Claire can be found at:

http://www.londonweblisting.com/

A Quick Guide To London

By Chic Retreats

London is one of the world's most visited cities. With its combination of historic buildings, renowned
museums and galleries and the best in dining, clubbing, entertainment and now a new range of
boutique hotels, you won't run out of things to do.

Where is it?

London is the capital of the UK, set on the river Thames. Served by several airports, including London
Heathrow, London Gatwick and London Stanstead, and with direct train links to the continent via the
Channel Tunnel, and to the rest of the UK via domestic operators, the city is easy to get to.

Where can I stay?

It's no surprise that London is full of hotels of various sizes and standards. Famous and expensive
hotels sit alongside smaller guesthouses, but it is the boutique hotel that's currently proving a popular
choice with visitors. Small and stylish, with impeccable service and a real atmosphere rather than one
manufactured by the marketing department of a large hotel chain, staying in one of these hotels can
only make your trip to London more enjoyable.

London’s Famous Buildings

2



What can I see?

There's so much going on in London that even the residents don't see it all. Plan your stay so that you
enjoy a little bit of history at the Tower of London or St. Paul's Cathedral for example; some of the
treasures and paintings in the museums and galleries; a show in the West End and some great
drinking and dining. If you're staying in a good hotel, you can rely on the concierge or reception staff to
help you buy tickets or plan your itinerary. Don't forget your camera, and make a long list of the things
you want to do the next time you visit.

How do I get around?

Like all major cities, London has a modern public transport system. A comprehensive underground
network takes you to all parts of the city, with prices working on a "zone" basis, which makes it easy to
calculate which tickets to buy and how much they will cost. If you're planning to use the underground a
lot during your trip, ask for details of saver tickets. London's famous red buses are easy to use and
reasonably cheap at just £1 for central London journeys. Alternatively, you could take a traditional
"black cab". These hackney cabs can be hailed from anywhere and the drivers have to pass a stringent
test so that they can take you anywhere you need to go. Adept at avoiding traffic jams, happy to hold a
conversation and with honest fare meters, a journey with a hackney cab driver is a real London
experience. You can hire a car, but if you're staying within the city, it's far easier to use public
transport.

Chic Retreats is a worldwide collection of cool, smart hotels with less than 30 rooms and an eye for
design and style. Visit the website at

http://www.chicretreats.com
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