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By Adel Awwad
The state of Louisiana is known for Cajun food and Zydeco music, but Louisiana casinos are

helping to add to the state's reputation. Louisiana casinos stretch from north to south and run east to
west in the state. Louisiana became the fourth state to approve riverboat gambling casinos in 1991.
The next year, Louisiana approved one land—-based casino to be located in New Orleans. Louisiana is
also home to three land-based Indian casinos. Visitors to Louisiana are in for a one—of-a—kind
experience, and Louisiana casinos are a great way to begin a trip to the state.

Northern Louisiana casinos include Casino Magic, Horseshoe, Isle of Capri, and Harrah's Louisiana
Downs in Bossier City. Shreveport is home to Sam's Town, and Hollywood Casino. Visit Shreveport on
Memorial Day weekend and take part in Mudbug Madness, a festival featuring Creole cuisine, local
crafts, and great music.

Paragon Casino is located in central Louisiana in the city of Marksville and is one of the three Indian
casinos. Marksville is situated in Avoyelles Parish, which has plenty of historical landmarks like an
ancient Indian mound and some Civil War battle sites.

South Louisiana casinos are Harrah's, Isle of Capri, L'auberge du lac in Lake Charles, Grand Casino
Coushatta in Kinder, and Cypress Bayou Casino in Charenton. There are two casinos located in Baton
Rouge: The Argosy and Casino Rouge. Coushatta and Cypress Bayou Casinos are the other two
land—based Indian casinos in Louisiana. Baton Rouge is the capitol city of Louisiana. Guests can find
plenty of entertainment, from swamp tours to art exhibits.

The southeastern part of Louisiana has Boomtown in Harvey and Treasure Chest in Kenner. The two
casinos in New Orleans, The Belle of Orleans and Harrah's, have yet to reopen since Hurricane
Katrina. Harrah's casino plans to reopen February 17, 2006. This will be just in time for New Orleans's
ultimate party of the year, Mardi Gras. There is no official word yet when The Belle of Orleans will
reopen. Rivertown in Kenner is located along the shores of the Mississippi River and is a great
destination to take in the culture and history of Louisiana. This sixteen—block historic district is home to
many museums and art galleries that give tourists a better education of the Pelican State.
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Louisiana casinos are located in great tourist destinations and feature a charming atmosphere,
wonderful food, and good times. A first rate gambling experience awaits visitors at all of the Louisiana
casinos.
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Riverboat Casinos
By Adel Awwad

Riverboat casinos were first legalized in lowa in 1991 and their popularity has increased dramatically
since that time. At first, gambling on riverboat casinos was limited to $5.00 bets and a maximum loss of
$200.00 for each cruise passenger. Riverboat casinos gradually moved to lllinois and Mississippi,
where there were no limits and casinos were open 24 hours a day. In 1994, riverboat casinos were
introduced to Missouri, the last state to legalize riverboat casinos.

Riverboat casinos are legal in six states, lllinois, lowa, Indiana, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Missouri.
They resemble the grand riverboats of the past; however, they seldom leave the shore and remain at
dockside. The Mississippi riverboat casinos must be permanently docked, with gangplanks from the
shore to the casino. Some riverboat casinos, "boats on moats," are large barges with casinos on deck,
designed to float on pools adjacent to the river. The majority of the riverboat casinos operate on the
Missouri, Ohio, and Mississippi rivers, with the exception of lllinois, which allows them on the Des
Plaines, Ohio, and lllinois rivers, as well. Each state has its own gambling restrictions for riverboat
casinos, including number allowed, types of games, admission charges, number of hours spent in
cruising, and amount of gambling time allowed.

There are a variety of games on riverboat casinos, including blackjack, craps, roulette, poker, slots,
and video poker, as well as frequent shows, featured performers, dinner, and dancing. Some popular
riverboat casinos include the Argosy VI in Indiana, with 2,300 slots and 80 table games for over 4,000
passengers; the Grand Victoria Casino in lllinois; the Ameristar Casino in Missouri, with the largest
floating casino floor in the world; and the Mississippi Belle Il in lowa. The Tunica Queen, a 3—deck
riverboat casino featuring afternoon and evening gambling cruises, is very popular in Mississippi. One
of the newest riverboat casinos is L'Auberge du Lac in Louisiana, a single—level deck, with 30,000
square feet of gambling space, 60 table games, and 1,600 slot machines. Another well-known
riverboat casino in Louisiana is the Treasure Chest, featuring 1,000 slot machines and several types of
poker games.
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Riverboat casinos add millions of dollars in revenue to the economy of each state, as well as providing
employment for thousands. Although natural disasters affect the riverboat casinos each year, gaming
developers and individuals contribute to rapid reconstruction and reopening. There remains a bright
future for riverboat casinos because of their convenience, reasonable prices, and inexpensive
entertainment.
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