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As you look for MP3 player reviews online, you will find that most of them are geared toward the
largest player in the market, the iPod. The Apple iPod is now the most popular and best selling MP3
player on the market. The basic model has a 15, 20 or 40 Gig hard drive, can store up hundreds of
minutes of music, has a long battery life, works on Mac and PC Computers and a very sleek and user
friendly design.

Ultimate Song List

On the music side, all the songs on your system are arranged by Alboum and by Artists so it makes it
easier to set up your playlist. The newest iPod model can hold up to 10,000 songs. Sync up with your
PC or get your songs from iTunes and you will have an extensive list of songs in a few minutes.

You can carry the iTunes playlist around with you, but you can also burn them onto CDs and create
new mixes and custom albums for your friends and family. It also has a helpful rating system so when
you set it up to play randomly, the highest rated songs are played more often.

Play Music and Manage Your Schedule?

The newer iPod models also has a built in calendar function, to do list and alarm clock. Just like your
old time radio, you can set it up to wake you up with a jolting alarm or your favorite songs. In keeping
with the tradition of doing more than store and play music, there is a nice set of your favorite computer
games including Solitaire and a Music Quiz game.

Huge Hard Drive Capacity

The 40Gig model has so much space that basically you can download any kind of text application from
your computer and keep it on the iPod. Just for a frame of reference, that is the same amount of space
that you will find on any basic or lower end Laptop or PC Computer.

Excellence is not cheap
The iPod is not the cheapest MP3 player that you will find online, but if you look at a fraction of the
MP3 player reviews online, you will see that reviewers, and iPod customers agree that this one is the
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best MP3 players around.
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Both Napster and Microsoft Music Service are working on new way to get customers to download
music file to their iPod and otherportable mp3 players for less than $1 per song. Actually, significantly
less. Both of these music service are working on a way allow customers to downloads as much music
as they want as long as it goes directly to an iPod or similar portable music player.

This is great news for customers who still think $1 per song is too steep. Although the price model
words for one song, 10 songs or even 100 songs, it starts getting outrageous when you go by factors
of ten. If an iPod holds 10,000 songs and you want to fill it up, you would have to spend $10,000. Most
people can fill up the iPod in less than a year.

Unfortunately, they probably won't spend $10,000 on music, in any single year. So, what you could
have is a legal product, the iPod, being used to hold thousands of illegal songs because the space is
there. (assuming the iPod would be open later on to all mp3 formats.)

Napster has a workaround

Napster is the first to announce that it is working on a subscription model that would allow it's user to
pay a cheap subscription fee with no restrictions on how many songs they can download. By their
estimates, a user can probably download 10,000 songs for about $180. Unfortunately, the Napster
system does not work with the iPod so customers can only take advantage of this offer if they purchase
either of two Napster approved portable mp3 players.

The Microsoft model would also allow customers to download a significant number of files for less than
the average cost of $1 per song. Microsoft is another company that is also locked out of the iPod. They
will distribute the songs via Microsoft approved portable mp3 players.

This new pricing model is radical change for the digital music industry. This came about because the
success of iTunes has highlighted all that is good and bad about the ways music is sold online.

It shows that customers will buy online and they will browse through digital catalogs for individual
songs rather than entire albums. But, it also shows that a lot of work needs to be done to make the
mp3 security codes and portable players more compatible. If Apple continues to dominate the portable
mp3 player market with the iPod, then customers will only have three choices:
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1. Subscribe through iTunes because they want the iPod

2. Hack the iPod which Real Network is doing already

3. Or, ignore the most reliable portable mp3 player out there and deal with having a few files on their
computers or on another less prominent player.

This is all great news for digital music fans, but we'll have to wait and see how the recording industry

responds to this cheap—for—all music model.

Is it sufficient to bring back the revenue streams that songwriters and singers have been losing to
totally free services such as Kazaa and Grokster? No one knows.
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