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Consumed by my loss, | didn't notice the hardness of the pew where | sat. | was at the funeral of my
dearest friend — my Mother. She finally had lost her long battle with cancer. The hurt was so intense; |
found it hard to breathe at times.

Always supportive, Mother clapped loudest at my football matches, held a box of tissues while listening
to my first heartbreak, supported me at my father's death, encouraged me in college, and prayed for
me my entire life.

When Mother's illness was diagnosed, my sister had a new baby and my brother had recently married
his childhood sweetheart, so it fell on me, the 27-year—old middle child without entanglements, to take
care of her. | counted it an honour.

"What now, Lord?" | asked sitting in church. My life stretched out before me as an empty abyss. My
brother sat stoically with his face toward the cross while clutching his wife's hand. My sister sat
slumped against her husband's shoulder, his arms around her as she cradled their child.

All so deeply grieving, no one noticed | sat alone. My place had been with our mother, preparing her
meals, helping her walk, taking her to the doctor, seeing to her medication, reading the Bible together.
Now she was with the Lord. My work was finished, and | was alone.

| heard a door open and slam shut at the back of the church. Quick footsteps hurried along the
carpeted floor. An exasperated young woman looked around briefly and then sat next to me. She
folded her hands and placed them on her lap. Her eyes were brimming with tears. Then she began to
sniffle. "I'm late,"” she explained, though no explanation was necessary.

After several eulogies, she leaned over and commented, "Why do they keep calling Mary by the name
of 'Margaret'?
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"Because that was her name, Margaret. Never Mary. No one called her 'Mary", | whispered. |
wondered why this person couldn't have sat on the other side of the church. she interrupted my
grieving with her tears.

"No", she insisted, as several people glanced over at us whispering, "Her name is Mary, Mary Peters."
"That isn't who this is, | replied.."

“Isn't this the Lutheran church?"

“No, the Lutheran church is across the street."

Ilohll

"l believe you're at the wrong funeral, Miss."

The solemnity of the occasion mixed with the realization of the girl's mistake bubbled up inside me and
came out as laughter. | cupped my hands over my face, hoping it would be interpreted as sobs. The
creaking pew gave me away. Sharp looks from other mourners only made the situation seem more

hilarious.

| peeked at the bewildered, misguided girl seated beside me. She was laughing too as she glanced
around, deciding it was too late for an uneventful exit.

| imagined my Mother laughing.

At the final "Amen," we darted out a door and into the parking lot. "I do believe we'll be the talk of the
town," she smiled. She said her name was Rita and since she had missed her aunt's funeral, asked me
out for a cup of coffee.

That afternoon began a lifelong journey for me with this woman who attended the wrong funeral, but
was in the right place. A year after our meeting, we were married at the country church, where her
father was the pastor. This time we both arrived at the same church, right on time.

In the time of deepest sorrow, God gave me laughter.

In place of loneliness, God gave me love.

This June we celebrated our twenty—second wedding anniversary.

Whenever anyone asks us how we met, Rita tells them, "His mother and my Aunt Mary introduced us,
and it's truly a match made in heaven."

Jesus said, "If you are ashamed of me, "l will be ashamed of you before my Father.”
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Nithya K is a India—based writer who specializes in writing fiction and has tremendous interest in writing
non-fiction related to science, technology and other genre. She is also experienced in creating
technical documentation. Basically a BE graduate with an MBA degree, her main focus is still writing.
Nithya is also interested in Ghost writing of books and articles in the areas of business writing,
technical writing, science and technology writing and fiction.

The author can be contacted at

and also invites readers to visit her webpage at
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And hath raised [us] up together, and made [us] sit together in heavenly [places] in Christ Jesus:

We are seated together with Christ Jesus in the greatest luxury box there is Heaven.

What a triumph we have is Christ who has blessed us with all spiritual blessing in God. Our seat with
Christ gives us righteousness, sanctification, redemption and citizenship in Heaven. We cannot but be
in awe of the gifts our Heavenly Father has given us.

The verb "made us sit together" is in the aorist tense. The aorist tense is characterized by its
emphasis on punctiliar action; that is, the concept of the verb is considered without regard for past,
present, or future time. There is no direct or clear English equivalent for this tense, though it is
generally rendered as a simple past tense in most translations.

The Greek word for 'made us sit together' is sugkathizo {soong—kath—-id'-zo} literally means to cause to
sit down together, place together. How about that for great seats we are placed together with Christ
Jesus.

'Heavenly' is the Greek word epouranios, a look at this word's definition.
1) Existing in heaven

a) Things that take place in heaven

b) The heavenly regions

1) Heaven itself, the abode of God and angels

2) The lower heavens, of the stars

3) The heavens, of the clouds

c) The heavenly temple or sanctuary

2) Of heavenly origin or nature

I like 1,b,1 'the abode of God and angels.

When | read God's Word and see things like this | cry out, "What a merciful God we have." | do not
deserve this amount of grace and the hardest thing about my Christian walk is realizing what | really
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have in our Lord Christ Jesus.
Paul Griffitts, 30 year Biblical Researcher, Teacher, WriterBible based editorials and research articles

for today's ChristianBeliever.comP.O. Box 500 Sutherlin, OR 97479http://www.believer.comWrite to
me at Paul@believer.comRSS Feed: http://www.believer.com/paul/homeress.xml
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